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*Please stand if you are able.  The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print.  
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Calling the mm  

to Worship 
 

THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

THE GREETING   

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  

 

THE SHARING OF OUR LIVES 

  

THE PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

 
 

“When we honestly ask ourselves which 

person in our lives means the most to us, 

we often find that it is those who, instead of 

giving advice, solutions, or cures, have  

chosen rather to share our pain and touch 

our wounds with a warm and tender hand. 

The friend who can be silent with us in a 

moment of despair or confusion, who can 

stay with us in an hour of grief and bereave-

ment, who can tolerate not knowing, not 

curing, not healing and face with us the  

reality of our powerlessness, that is a friend 

who cares.” 

   ―Henri Nouwen, Out of Solitude:  

Three Meditations on the Christian Life  

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP     

Leader: We gather to worship together, 

People:  Different people, different lives,  

 different histories, 

Leader:  Yet all children of the same Parent, 

People:  Created lovingly  

 by the Source of all life! 

Leader:  We gather to reconnect with  

 one another, 

 

People:  Different people, different lives,  

 different histories, 

Leader:    Yet all disciples of one Teacher. 

People:   Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

 dwelling among us. 

Leader:   We gather with different joys and 

sorrows, different hopes and fears... 

People:   Different people, different lives,  

 different histories, 

Leader:   Yet one people with one God,  

 one faith, one baptism. 

People:   Let us worship God! 

 

THE HYMN  

HYMN 396

 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION*      

Leader: Before God, with the people of 

God, I confess to my brokenness: 

To the ways I wound my life,  

 the lives of others  

 and the life of the world. 

People:  May God forgive you,  

 Christ renew you, and the Spirit  

 enable you to grow in love.  

Leader:  Amen. 

People:  Before God,  

 with the people of God,  

 we confess to our brokenness: 

To the ways we wound our lives,  

the lives of others 

and the life of the world. 

Leader:  May God forgive you,  

 Christ renew you, and the Spirit  

 enable you to grow in love. 

People: Amen. 

 (A time of silent confession)  

 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON*  

 



THE RESPONSE*          

  

Glory to God, glory to God,  

glory in the highest! 

Glory to God, glory to God,  

alleluia, alleluia! 

  

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

THE CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

   Shelley Haines  

THE PAPER DRIVE COLLECTION

THE MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 
THE SCRIPTURE READINGS  

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

THE SERMON 

 

Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

 

Responding to the Word
 

  HYMN 301 

 

THE THANKSGIVING 

Suzanne Courter-Jann and Donna Reilly 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Our Father, who art in heaven.   

Hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.   

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our debts  

as we forgive our debtors  

and lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the Kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND 

OFFERINGS 

 

THE MUSICAL OFFERING     

 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE* 

HYMN 647 

Give thanks with a grateful heart;  

Give thanks to the Holy One;  

Give thanks because we’re given  

Jesus Christ, the Son.  (repeat once) 
 

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”;  

Let the poor say, “We are rich  

because of what the Lord has done for us!”  

Give thanks.  Give thanks.  

 

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION* 

Through our offerings, O God, 

Give your loving Spirit  

to a world in need of comfort. 

Make our many gifts one offering for the world; 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 



HYMN 69 

 

 

 

 

 

The graphic projected on the screen is a  

photograph of two massive hands gently 

pressed in prayer, which comprise what is  

reportedly the largest bronze sculpture in the 

world. Weighing in at 30 tons, the sculpture 

originally known as "The Healing Hands" now 

sits at the entrance to Oral Roberts University 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Inscribed on the base is 

Luke 2:52: "

."     

 

Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from a call 

to worship written by Rev. Leslie Penrose.   

 

The Prayer of Confession is from the Iona 

Community.   

  

The flowers in the chancel today are given to 

the Glory of God, who knows the hearts of 

those who need gentle care each day, from  

Stephen Ministry.    
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