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Calling the mm  to Worship 

 
THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

THE GREETING   
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  

 

THE SHARING OF OUR LIVES 

THE MINUTE FOR MISSION Evan Sharp

 

THE PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP                 

 
 

O Lord, I’d like to go to the stable this night! 

I’d run 

 even through the dark 

  to lay my gifts at your feet! 

 

Lord, why couldn’t I have been there? 

I needn’t have been a king, 

 perhaps just a shepherd child 

  or someone sent from the inn 

  to check the progress of the birth… 

 

Or are you waiting this night in other stables 

 for me 

  to bring my gift? 

Are you waiting for me to run 

 even through the dark and cold of the night? 
      

—Ann Weems, “The Gifts of the Magi”,  

Kneeling in Bethlehem, Westminster Press, 1980 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP              

 

Leader: Arise, shine–for your light has come! 

People:  The glory of the Lord shines upon us. 

Leader:  From far-flung lands, people stream to the light. 

People:  We come, drawn to the brightness of dawn. 

Leader:  Lift up your eyes and see:  the faithful gather together. 

People:  Our hearts rejoice as we greet the Lord with praise! 

  

*Please stand if you are able.  The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print.   

In the narthex area, LARGE PRINT HYMNALS are available.  



THE HYMN                 |  No. 265 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION* 
 

God of glory, 

you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, 

to reveal your love for all people. 

We confess that our sin and pride 

hide the brightness of your light. 

We turn away from the poor; 

we ignore cries for justice; 

we do not strive for peace. 

 

In your mercy, cleanse us of  our sin, 

and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, 

that, forgiven and renewed, 

we may show forth your glory 

shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 (A time of silent confession)  

   

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON* 

 

THE RESPONSE*    |  No. 582  
 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

World without end, without end. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

THE CHILDREN’S MOMENT         Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

 

            

Proclaiming the Word 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

    



THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING     
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their  

 nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the  

 abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come 

 to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING  
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 

to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet:   

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search  

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage.”  
 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was.  
 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

THE SERMON  

Rev. Dr. Randall T. Clayton  
 



Responding to the Word 

 
THE CHALKING OF THE DOORS 

 

 

THE HYMN                    |  No. 151, vss. 1,5 

 

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

  

THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE*                    |  No. 155

(choir sings first before congregation joins in) 
 

Raise a song of gladness, peoples of the earth. 

Christ has come, bringing peace, joy to every heart. 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart! 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart!.  

 

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION*                                
 

You have given us the gift of your grace 

 that we might share with others the boundless riches of Christ, 

 and also the resources we hold in trust.   

Receive now, we ask, what we have given today.  

 Use this offering and use us for your plans and purposes.   

We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

THE HYMN                   |  No. 159 

 

THE INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

...Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

Kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE        

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

THE HYMN                    |  No. 744 

  

THE BENEDICTION* 

 

The graphic on the cover is titled “Heavenly Star”.  This image is of a stained glass window in 

the Chapelle Notre Dame de Grace Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, a chapel that is now listed as a 

historic monument . File: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Villeneuve-sur-Lot_-

_Chapelle_du_Bout-du-Pont_-090.jpg.      
 

 

 
 

The flowers in the chancel today are given in loving memory of Dorothy T. Archer, from Lisa 

Nichols. 



 
 

 We are delighted that you have joined us for worship this morning and hope  

that you experience God’s Spirit through worship and the fellowship of this community.  

At Red Clay our vision focuses on four pillars: belonging, nurturing, reaching & rejoicing.  

Our prayer is that you will experience the delight of belonging together as we rejoice  

together in God’s love.   

 

For information concerning child-care, for children up to 4 years old, see “Helpful  

Information & Reminders” (on back page).  Children’s Sunday School is available for  

Pre-K (age 4+) through 8th grade during our 10:30 am service. 

 

If we have never met, please introduce yourself!  Join us in Founders Hall for fellowship 

following service, by exiting the sanctuary via the door near the pulpit and following the 

hallway to the end; or, exiting through the doors at the back of the church and entering 

Founders Hall on your right before you get to the parking lot. 

 

If you would like to learn more about our ministry, or if you have specific pastoral needs, 

please feel free to contact us!    

 

                       Grace and Peace, 

           Randy (randy@rccpc.org) & Eric (eric@rccpc.org)  

WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP 

Pastors:      Rev. Dr. Randall T. Clayton & Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

Director of Music:                                     Jeffrey Miller 

Director of Christian Education:             Shelley Haines 

Music Ministry:                Chancel Choir 

Lay Reader:                                     Marcia Kelly 

Usher Captain:                                Cindy Gamble 

Greeter:                                           Karen Beare 

Media Production:        Jay Armstrong, Keith Barton, Gail & Bill Eden,  

Phil Worrell and Al Leonhard 

Nursery Caregivers:            Judy Lozier and Leigh Sann 

 



HELPFUL INFORMATION & REMINDERS 
 

• To visit the RESTROOMS nearest the sanctuary, exit out the side door near the pulpit, turn left and 

proceed down the hallway (the doors will be on your right).  
 

• CHILD-CARE, for children up to 4 years old, is located around the corner from the sanctuary.  Please 

exit to the left of the pulpit, pass through the next door, and Rm. 305 is a few steps away.  Ask for  

Judy or Leigh. 
 

• Children exit for SUNDAY SCHOOL after the Children’s Moment (10:30 am service) to the following 

rooms:   Pre-K & Kindergarten, Rm. 303; 1
st
-5

th
 Grade, Rm. 202.  Middle Schoolers will remain in 

the sanctuary today.  If this is your first Sunday attending, please walk with your child to class so you 

can meet the teacher and feel comfortable! 

 

• PRAYER REQUEST CARDS may be placed in the offering plate or handed directly to a pastor at the 

end of service.  To be added to the PRAYER LIST, contact the pastor at prayers @rccpc.org or the 

Church office.  Please keep us updated with concerns and seek permission before adding someone’s 

name to the list.  Names remain on the list for 1 month, after which time a name may be resubmitted.  
 

• A STEPHEN MINISTER is available in the Crossan Lounge following worship service to                  

speak or pray with you confidentially about any personal concern.  
 

• Not on our EMAIL list yet?  Please email the Church office (office@rccpc.org). 
 

• If you are SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL, and wish to be visited, please let us know by calling the 

Church office (302-998-0434).  

Weekly Calendar 
Sun. Worship, 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

 Adult Education Forum, Rm. 201, 9:30 am 

            Sunday School, 10:30 am 

 Youth Parent Mtg., Rm. 202/204, 6:00 pm 

Mon.   Faith, Hope & Love Quilters, 9:30 am 

 Bible Study, Crossan Lounge, 9:30 am 

 Centering Prayer, Chapel, 5:00 pm 

Tues. Centering Prayer, Chapel, 8:00 am  

 Craft Group, Fellowship Hall, 9:30 am 

 Nominating Comm. Mtg., Rm. 301, 3:30  pm 

 Deacon Meeting, Rm. 202/204, 7:00 pm 

Wed.  Ladies Bible Study, Library, 10:00 am 

 Pastels Class, Rm. 202/204, 1:00 pm 

 Wellness Committee Mtg., Rm. 206, 6:00 pm 

 Cemetery Committee Mtg., Library, 7:00 pm 

 Moonflower Garden Club Mtg., Rm. 202/204,  

  7:00 pm 

 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 pm 

Thurs.  Red Clay Artists, Rm. 202/204, 1:00 pm 

 Stephen Ministry Team Mtg., Library, 6:30 pm 

Fri.  Personnel Committee Mtg., Rm. 107, 1:00 pm 

Sat.  reVision Training, Rm. 202/204, 9:00 am            

Monthly Events 
Jan. 14 Tuesdays Together, Founders Hall,  

  12:00 pm 

Jan. 16 R.O.M.E.O.’s Lunch (at Anthony’s  

  Pizza), 11:30 am 

Jan. 16 Food Bank Volunteering, 6:00 pm 

Jan. 18  Phix-It Corp., Rm. 206, 8:30 am 

Jan. 28  Emmanuel Dining Room, Fellowship    

       Kitchen, 8:30-11:30 am 

 

Special Events 
Jan. 12 Wellness Presentation:  “ Opiates in  

  Delaware: Impacts & Issues” 

Jan. 19 Wellness Presentation: “Alzheimers” 

Jan. 26 Annual Meeting & Luncheon 


