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COVID Friendly Reminders As We Resume In-Person Worship
Although most in our congregation are currently vaccinated, we are still maintaining basic COVID-19
safety guidelines. Above all, the church is a community and therefore we carry a responsibility to
think of the well-being of others, especially infants and younger children for whom a vaccine is not yet
available. We will be following the protocols below for the safety and comfort level of all who come
into the church.

ALL MUST WEAR MASKS COVERING NOSE AND MOUTH
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE SERVICE, REGARDLESS OF
VACCINATION STATUS. (The only exception will be for worship

•

leaders, while they are speaking or singing in the chancel.)
•Worshipers must REMAIN AT LEAST 3 FEET FROM THOSE WHO DO NOT LIVE IN
THEIR OWN HOUSEHOLD, regardless of vaccination status.
•Balcony

seating will be closed except to the media production team.

•Windows are

open to promote ventilation in the sanctuary.

•At

the conclusion of services, please leave the sanctuary promptly. Fellowship is
encouraged in Founders Hall.

•Do

NOT attend in-person if:
1. If you are unable or unwilling to wear a mask, or if you are not feeling well (but,
please join us via LiveStream at https://livestream.com/rccpc).
2. You or a member of your family have COVID symptoms or if you have been in
contact with someone with symptoms.

• IF YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY SHOULD TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
AFTER ATTENDING WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY so

that we can contact everyone who attended worship that day.

Thank you for joining us this morning
&
complying with these protocols!
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Calling the

mm

to Worship

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
SHARING OF OUR LIVES
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Leaders: Jesus said: I am the light of the world.
Those who follow me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
The Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Emmanuel, God with us.
We light this candle of HOPE, remembering the hope of the prophets
as they looked forward to the time when God would bring into the world
a new day of justice and love, of peace and community.
People: Christ is the light of the world. Prepare to welcome him.
Christ is the hope of the world. Lift up your hearts and sing.
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Light looked down and saw darkness.
“I will go there,” said Light.
Peace looked down and saw war.
“I will go there,” said Peace.
Love looked down and saw hatred.
“I will go there,” said Love.
So he, the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the King of Love,
came down and crept in beside us.
People: Thanks be to God.
* Please stand if you are able. The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the past, in the wilderness of Jordan you sent a message to prepare human hearts for the
coming of Christ, but we know that our own hearts have not always been ready.
God of the present, even now you are among us. Forgive us that often we fail to discern your
presence with us, and feel deserted and alone.
God of the future, you have promised that Christ's reign is coming, but we are afraid and live
without hope. Forgive us and give us the courage to live in expectation and joy.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

MUSICAL OFFERING

Proclaiming the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
SERMON

The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle

Responding to the Word
HYMN*
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PROFESSION OF FAITH*

I believe that I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—
not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ,
who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins
and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil;
that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven
not a hair can fall from my head;
indeed, that everything must fit God's purpose for my salvation.
Therefore, by the Holy Spirit, my Lord also assures me of eternal life,
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Christ.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HYMN*
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BENEDICTION
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We

For church activities, please go to our website (rccpc.org)!
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
As we transition to hybrid services of worship, with a restricted maximum number of in-person
attendees and LiveStream options, the Children’s Moment will be available as a stand alone
video at www.vimeo.com/rccpc.
The flowers displayed in the chancel today are given in loving memory of my mother Jean C.
Nichols, from Lisa Nichols.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
Transitional Pastor:
The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle
Associate Pastor:
The Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke
Director of Music:
Jeffrey Miller
Music Ministry:
Vocal Ensemble
Usher Captain:
Chip Gruber
Media Production:
S.Armstrong, K.Barton, D.Howarth, J.Schubel, P.Worrell, A.Leonhard
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Our wreath lighters throughout this Advent season are Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church
members who serve as volunteers with one of our REACH mission groups. The programs of
the REACH Committee support local, regional, and international missions. For today’s service,
the Advent candle will be lit by volunteers with the Mill Creek Outreach Partnership.

Mill Creek Outreach Partnership is a collaborative effort between St. John the Beloved’s Church
Outreach Ministry, Community of Christ Church, Friendship House, and local churches like
Red Clay to provide a place for community and hospitality. This Ministry operates out of
Community of Christ Church at 1205 Milltown Road in Wilmington, offering food and clothing
to those in need who live in the local Mill Creek community. Friendship House (FH) is the
empowerment partner for Mill Creek. Representatives from FH are on site at Mill Creek to
provide case management for its clients. Church partners like RCCPC host and participate in
food drives and drive-through events, donate clothing, volunteer at the Center, and provide
financial support.

HOW CAN I HELP?
Mill Creek’s hours of operation are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings from 9:00 to
11:00. They serve an average of 90-100 family units in our neighborhood each week (over 400
people).
If you are interested in volunteering, donating, or learning more, please contact Sue Gleason
(sueglea5@gmail.com).
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We who have run for our very lives to God have every reason to grab the
promised hope with both hands and never let go. It’s an unbreakable
spiritual lifeline…”

—from Hebrews 6 (The Message)

Service of Light and Hope
Sunday, December 5, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.
As holidays approach, loss and grief often shadow occasions that were
once joyous. Grief is felt in many ways—due to death of a loved one/
pet, loss of a job/divorce, a troubling health diagnosis and the
disruption & isolation surrounding the pandemic. During this service,
we will light candles in remembrance and hope. If you have not
personally experienced a loss, join us to support and care for others
who are struggling.
GRACE AND PEACE,
Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church Stephen Ministers
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