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 COVID Friendly Reminders As We Gather 

 

Although most in our congregation are currently vaccinated, we are still maintaining 

basic COVID-19 safety guidelines.  Above all, the church is a community and therefore 

we carry a responsibility to think of the well-being of others, especially infants and 

younger children for whom a vaccine is not yet available. We will be following the 

protocols below for the safety and comfort level of all who come into the church.   

 

 

•ALL MUST WEAR MASKS COVERING NOSE & MOUTH THROUGHOUT         

THE ENTIRE SERVICE, REGARDLESS OF VACCINATION STATUS.          

(The only exception will be for worship leaders, while they are speaking or          

singing in the chancel.)    

 

•Windows are open to promote ventilation in the sanctuary.   

 

• IF YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY SHOULD TEST POSITIVE FOR 

COVID-19 AFTER ATTENDING WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

CHURCH IMMEDIATELY so that we can contact everyone who attended 

the service. 

 

 

Additional Helpful Information 

• To visit the RESTROOMS nearest the sanctuary, exit out the side door near the pulpit,  

turn left and proceed down the hallway (the doors will be on your right).  

 

• If you are worshiping with CHILDREN, please pick up a red Worship bag with coloring 

pages and a Children’s bulletin in the Narthex. 

 
 

 

Thank you for joining us this evening 

 &  

complying with these protocols!   
 

 

 

 

Graphic on the cover is titled “ ”, and was created by Joseph 

Mulamba-Mandangi (Congolese, 1964–), 1997. Peinture grattée. © 

missio Aachen. ” https://artandtheology.org/2019/12/24/noel-artful-

devotion/. 



Gathering 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

WELCOME                

 

CALL TO WORSHIP             
      

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

People:  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 

Leader:  Come, let us worship the God 

People:  Whose light brings hope to a weary world. 

 

CAROL                          
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;     

 O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!      

    Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!  (refrain)    

       

REFRAIN:        

 O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him;      

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

2.  Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;    

 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!    

 Glory to God, all Glory in the highest!  (refrain) 

     

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE       
 

Leaders:   Jesus said: I am the light of the world.  

  Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  
  

  As we awaited the coming of God's light into the world, we lit the candle of 

HOPE, remembering the hope of the prophets that indeed the day would 

come when this child would be born.  
  

  We lit the candle of PEACE because in this child the Kingdom of God 

breaks in with a new reign of love and justice. True peace is possible.  
  

*Please stand if you are able.  The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print. 

http://www.rccpc.org/connect


   

  We lit the candle of LOVE, knowing that the only reason such hope and 

peace are possible is that God loves us and comes in Jesus to claim us for 

God's own.  

 

  We lit the candle of JOY as our response to such love. 
  

 Tonight we light the Christ Candle because Jesus is born.  

 The promise has come true. God has entered human life.  
 

People:   Christ is the light of the world.  

 The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 Believe in the light that you may become children of light.  

 Lift up your hearts and sing.  

 Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,  

 As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,  

 That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness turns to day.    
  

GIFTS IN CELEBRATION OF THE CHRIST CHILD   

 

MUSICAL OFFERING        

  

RESPONSE                           
 

 REFRAIN:  

 Go, tell it on the mountain,       1.  Down in a lowly manger 

 over the hills and everywhere;   the humble Christ was born, 

go, tell it on the mountain    and God sent us salvation 

that Jesus Christ is born!    that blessed Christmas morn.  

           (refrain) 
 

Story Telling 

A CHRISTMAS STORY 

 

CAROL                        
 

1.   O little town of Bethlehem,          2.  O holy child of Bethlehem,  

 how still we see thee lie.    descend to us, we pray;  

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  Cast out our sin and enter in;  

 the silent stars go by.    be born in us today.   

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth   We hear the Christmas angels 

 the everlasting Light;    The great glad tidings tell;  

 The hopes and fears of all the years  O come to us; abide with us,  

 are met in thee tonight.    Our Lord Emmanuel!  

 



INTRODUCTION 
      

Voice 1: The glory of the Lord shines around us.  The angels tell the story: 

Voice 2: Do not fear; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy. 

All:  A child has been born for us, a son given to us! 

Voice 1: He is named Wonderful Counselor. 

Voice 2: Mighty God. 

Voice 1: Everlasting Father, 

Voice 2: Prince of Peace. 

All:   Glory to God in the highest heaven! 

  And peace to all on earth! 

Voice 1: Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place. 

Voice 2: Let us glorify the One who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

  And let us remember the story.  

 

JOURNEY AND THE BIRTH

CAROL            
 

1. Away in a manger,        2.   The cattle are lowing;  

 no crib for a bed,      the poor baby wakes,  

 the little Lord Jesus      but little Lord Jesus,   

 laid down his sweet head.    no crying he makes.  

 The stars in the bright sky     I love thee, Lord Jesus;  

 looked down where he lay,    look down from the sky, 

 the little Lord Jesus      and stay by my side  

 asleep on the hay.     until morning is nigh. 

     
SHEPHERDS HEAR THE NEWS

CAROL                    

1. Hark! The herald angels sing,     2.  Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

“Glory to the newborn King.    Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,   Light and life to all he brings, 

God and sinners reconciled!”   risen with healing in his wings.  

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise;    Mild he lays his glory by, 

Join the triumph of the skies;   born that we no more may die, 

With the angelic host proclaim,   born to raise us from the earth, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”   born to give us second birth. 

 Hark!  The herald angels sing,   Hark!  The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!”   “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 



SHEPHERDS GO TO BETHLEHEM
 

    

 

CAROL        

1. There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn. 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

It will lead to the place where the Christ was born. 

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.  
 

 Follow, follow; rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

Follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

 

MAGI FOLLOW THE STAR
 

     

 
CAROL              

1.  And by the light of that same star     2.  Then entered in those  

three wise men came     wise men three, 

from country far;    full reverently upon their knee, 

to seek for a king was their intent,  and offered there in his presence 

and to follow the star     their gold, and myrrh,  

wherever it went.    and frankincense. 

     (refrain)      (refrain) 
 

    REFRAIN:  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING           

 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

(in unison) ...Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

CAROL*           
 

1.  Silent night, Holy night        2.  Silent night, holy night! 

 All is calm, all is bright      Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 ‘Round yon virgin mother and child!     glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Holy infant, so tender and mild,     heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 

Sleep in heavenly peace,    Christ the Savior is born;   

 Sleep in heavenly peace.    Christ the Savior is born!”   



Following the Star 

 
SENDING* 

 

Leader: Arise and shine, for your light has come! 

People:  Alleluia! 

Leader: Go now and tell this good news of great joy: to us a Savior is born. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

RESPONSE*          
 

 Joy to the world,   

The Lord is come!       

Let earth receive her King;      

Let every heart prepare Him room,     

and Heaven and nature sing…      
 

Joy to the earth,  

The Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  

repeat the sounding joy… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teenagers participating in our Confirmation Class, and their families, have been helping with  

tonight’s worship.  We are grateful that they offered this gift of love to our service, as they 

continue developing their faith.   

WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP 

Transitional Pastor:         The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle 

Associate Pastor:            The Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

Director of Music:                                      Jeffrey Miller 

Music Ministry:                              Christine Shaw 

Ushers:           Rick & Betsy Marsey, Bob & Susan Kissell   

Media Production:    

S.Armstrong, K.Barton, D.Howarth, J.Schubel, P.Worrell, A.Leonhard  



We are delighted that you joined us for worship this Christmas Eve and hope 

that you experienced God’s Spirit through worship and the fellowship of this 

community. We invite you to join us again tonight for one of our additional 

services (in person or via LiveStream [https://livestream.com/rccpc]).   

 

• Join us at 8:00 pm for a traditional candlelight service 

featuring our bell choir and soloist Martin Hargrove. For 

those who arrive early, there will be special music with 

Martin Hargrove and Jeffrey Miller at 7:45 pm.  

• Join us at 10:00 pm for a traditional candlelight service with 

communion and soloist Dinyar Vania.   

 

On Sunday, December 26, we will worship at our usual time of 

10:00 am. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Edee Chase 

Fenimore. Please note there will be no Sunday School or 

childcare on that day but all are welcome to join us in worship.  


