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COVID Friendly Reminders As We Gather 

 
Although most in our congregation are currently vaccinated, we are still maintaining basic 

COVID-19 safety guidelines.  Above all, the church is a community and therefore we 

carry a responsibility to think of the well-being of others, especially infants and younger 

children for whom a vaccine is not yet available. We will be following the protocols below 

for the safety and comfort level of all who come into the church.   
 

 

•ALL MUST WEAR MASKS COVERING NOSE & MOUTH THROUGHOUT 

THE ENTIRE SERVICE, REGARDLESS OF VACCINATION STATUS.         

(The only exception will be for worship leaders, while they are speaking or 

singing in the chancel.)    

 

•Windows are open to promote ventilation in the sanctuary.   

 

• IF YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY SHOULD TEST POSITIVE FOR 

COVID-19 AFTER ATTENDING WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

CHURCH IMMEDIATELY so that we can contact everyone who attended the 

service. 

 

Additional Helpful Information 

• To visit the RESTROOMS nearest the sanctuary, exit out the side door near the pulpit,  

turn left and proceed down the hallway (the doors will be on your right).  

 

• If you are worshiping with CHILDREN, please pick up a red Worship bag with coloring 

pages and a Children’s bulletin in the Narthex. 

 

• A Note about Candle-Lighting:  Although it grieves us that we 

can not have our traditional candle-lighting during the singing 

of due to COVID precautions, we joyfully celebrate 

that we are able to gather this year and collectively welcome 

the gift of the Christ Child.   

 

Thank you for joining us this evening 

 &  

complying with these protocols!   
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Calling the mm  to Worship 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

SHARING OF OUR LIVES 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP           

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                   

Leaders:  Jesus said: I am the light of the world. Those who follow me will not walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.  
  

 As we awaited the coming of God's light into the world, we lit the candle of 

HOPE, remembering the hope of the prophets that indeed the day would come 

when this child would be born.  
  

 We lit the candle of PEACE because in this child the Kingdom of God breaks 

in with a new reign of love and justice. True peace is possible.  
  

 We lit the candle of LOVE, knowing that the only reason such hope and peace 

are possible is that God loves us and comes in Jesus to claim us for God's own.  
  

 We lit the candle of JOY as our response to such love. 
  

 Tonight we light the Christ Candle because Jesus is born. The promise has 

come true. God has entered human life.  
 

People:   Christ is the light of the world. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness 

has not overcome it. Believe in the light that you may become children of light. 

Lift up your hearts and sing.  

 Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,  

 As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,  

 That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness turns to day.  

 

 

* Please stand if you are able.  The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print.  

 

http://www.rccpc.org/connect
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CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

Leaders:  They have heard it on the hills, they have heard it in the streets;  

 The rumor prevails and none can contradict it.  
  

Some are looking up the prophets, some are studying the skies;  

Others speculate or calculate but none deny the facts.  
 

Some are dancing back to sheepfolds, some are traveling foreign roads,  

Some await more information, others celebrate the news.  
 

In a foreign place a ruler has imposed a new tax,  

In a hilly place an old woman nourishes her new son,  
 

In a royal palace an old ruler senses a new threat,  

In a busy place a young couple cope with their new child.  
 

At what seems the wrong time, in what seems the wrong place,  

Among those who seem the wrong people,  

God has decided to bless, disturb, and visit us.   

 

HYMN*                                   vss. 1,3,4 |  No.  133 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

People:   Gracious God, you know it's easy to love babies. Forgive us, Lord Jesus, if we try to 

keep you small and helpless. Forgive us if we resist seeing you grow up. Forgive us 

when we don't want to know about the demands. Forgive us when we try not to know 

about the cross. Help us to grow, even as you grew.  

   

Leader:   Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:   Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

Leader:  God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son,  

People:  so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  

 but may have eternal life.  

Leader:  Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.  

People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

HYMN*                 vss. 1,3 |  No. 112 
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Proclaiming the Word 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING                             

               

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

           

SCRIPTURE READING        
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle 

 

Responding to the Word 

                                           
HYMN*                               |  No. 121 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              
 

      Our Father, who art in heaven.   Hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our  

 debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
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INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  

       

 
MUSICAL OFFERING                                

                      
PROFESSION OF FAITH*               
 

I believe in Jesus Christ  

 and in the power of that gospel which began in Bethlehem.  

I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a small village,  

 of whose coming the shepherds saw the sign,  

 and for whom there was not room in the inn.  

I believe in the one whose life changed the course of history,  

 for whom the kings of the earth had no power,  

 and who was not understood by the proud.  

I believe in the one to whom the poor, the oppressed, the discouraged,  

 the afflicted, the sick, the blind, the leprous  

 gave welcome and accepted as Lord and Savior.  

I believe in the one who with love changed the hearts of the proud,  

 who with his life showed that it is more important to serve than to be served  

 and that the greatest glory is giving your life for others.  

I believe in peace,  

 which is not simply the absence of war, but justice among all peoples and nations.  

I believe in reconciliation,  

 forgiveness, and the transforming power of the gospel.  

I believe that this world can change  

 if with humility and faith we kneel before the manger.  

I believe that I must be the first to do so.   

 

HYMN*                         |  No. 122 

 

 

BENEDICTION* 

HYMN*                             vss. 1,3,4 |  No. 134 
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WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP 

Transitional Pastor:         The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle 

Associate Pastor:            The Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

Director of Music:                                      Jeffrey Miller 

Music Ministry:                      Bell Choir, Martin Hargrove 

Ushers:          Vicki Smith, Ted Harting  

Media Production:    

S.Armstrong, K.Barton, D.Howarth, J.Schubel, P.Worrell, A.Leonhard  

Our wreath lighters throughout this Advent season are Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church 

members who serve as volunteers with one of our REACH mission groups.  The programs of 

the REACH Committee support local, regional, and international missions.  For tonight’s 

service, the Advent candle will be lit by volunteers with Emmanuel Dining Room.   

 

Three Emmanuel Dining Room (EDR) facilities provide nutritious meals daily to the hungry. 

The original Dining Room opened on November 30, 1979; this has expanded to one on the 

west side of Wilmington at 121 North Jackson Street, one on the east side of Wilmington at 226 

North Walnut Street, and one in New Castle at 500 Rogers Road. The heart of this program lies 

in the ongoing support of over 90 churches, synagogues and civic groups that prepare and serve 

meals on a rotating basis. 

 

EDR serves more than 100 homeless people in downtown Wilmington, and it is well known that 

RCCPC’s chili is greatly enjoyed by those who come for a meal. 

 

HOW CAN I HELP? 

Red Clay serves a meal at the Walnut Street facility on the 28
th
 day of each month.  To volunteer 

for one of our serving teams, please contact Beth Whipple (btwhipple67@gmail.com) or Leslie 

Gast (firstsib@aol.com). 

 

 

 

Attributions:   

The graphic on the front cover is a painting titled “Holy Family”, by artist Margret  

Hofheinz-Döring (1973).  From: Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 

Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  Original source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:Stern_von_Bethlehem,_Margret_Hofheinz-D%C3%B6ring,_Aquarell1973_(WV-

Nr.5834).jpg.                   
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We are delighted that you joined us for worship this Christmas Eve and hope 

that you experienced God’s Spirit through worship and the fellowship of this 

community. We invite you to join us again tonight for our final service—a 

traditional candlelight service with communion—at 10:00 pm, featuring soloist 

Dinyar Vania (in person or via LiveStream [https://livestream.com/rccpc]).   

 

On Sunday, December 26, we will worship at our usual time of 

10:00 am. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Edee Chase 

Fenimore. Please note there will be no Sunday School or 

childcare on that day but all are welcome to join us in worship.  
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