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COVID Friendly Reminders As We Gather 

 
Although most in our congregation are currently vaccinated, we are still maintaining basic COVID-19 

safety guidelines.  Above all, the church is a community and therefore we carry a responsibility to 

think of the well-being of others, especially infants and younger children for whom a vaccine is not yet 

available. We will be following the protocols below for the safety and comfort level of all who come 

into the church.   

 

 

•ALL MUST WEAR MASKS COVERING NOSE AND MOUTH 

THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE SERVICE, REGARDLESS OF 

VACCINATION STATUS. (The only exception will be for worship 

leaders, while they are speaking or singing in the chancel.)    

 

•Worshipers must REMAIN AT LEAST 3 FEET FROM THOSE WHO DO NOT LIVE IN 

THEIR OWN HOUSEHOLD, regardless of vaccination status.  

 

•Balcony seating will be closed except to the media production team. 

 

•Windows are open to promote ventilation in the sanctuary.   

•At the conclusion of services, please leave the sanctuary promptly.  Fellowship 

Time and Coffee Hour is postponed until further notice.   

 

•Do NOT attend in-person if:  

1. If you are unable or unwilling to wear a mask, or if you are not feeling well (but, 

please join us via LiveStream at https://livestream.com/rccpc). 

2. You or a member of your family have COVID symptoms or if you have been in 

contact with someone with symptoms.   

 

• IF YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY SHOULD TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 

AFTER ATTENDING WORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY so 

that we can contact everyone who attended worship that day. 

 

Thank you for joining us this morning 

 &  

complying with these protocols!   
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Calling the mm  to Worship 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

SHARING OF OUR LIVES 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 

O Christ, you take upon yourself all our burdens so that, freed of all that weighs us down, 

we can constantly begin anew to walk with lightened step, from worry toward trusting, 

from the shadows toward the clear flowing water, from our own will toward the vision of 

the coming kingdom. And then we know, though we had hardly dare to hope it, that you 

offer to make every human being a reflection of your face.  

—

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

Leader:  O Lord, we come this morning  

 knee-bowed and body-bent before your throne of grace.  

People:  O Lord—this morning— 

 bow our hearts beneath our knees, and our knees in some lonesome valley.  

Leader:  We come this morning like empty pitchers to a full fountain,  

 with no merits of our own.  

People:  O Lord, open up a window of heaven,  

 and lean our far over the battlements of glory, and listen this morning.  

Leader:  O Lord, open our lips  

People:  And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

 

HYMN*                                      vss. 1,5  |  No.  321 

* Please stand if you are able.  The congregation is invited to read aloud text in bold print.  

 

http://www.rccpc.org/connect
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

People:  For unrestrained economic growth, for conspicuous consumption,  

 for always wanting more, forgive us our failing.  

 For more and more cars, for burning energy without thought,  

 for wanton waste, forgive us our failing.  

 For not thinking through consequences, for not caring for future generations,  

 for blind indifference, forgive us our failing.  

 Creator God, Redeemer Son, Guiding Spirit, help us to live responsibly in your world.  

   

Leader:   Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:   Amen. 

   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

Proclaiming the Word 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

           

SCRIPTURE READING         
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 

like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,  

 

 

SERMON  U.S. Senator Chris Coons 

 

Responding to the Word 

                                           
HYMN*                 vss. 1,3 |  No. 761 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH                         
 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ  

 has set the pattern for the church's mission.  

His life among us involves the church in the common life of humanity.  

His service to us commits the church to work for every form of human well-being.  

His suffering makes the church sensitive to all the sufferings of humankind so that it sees 

the face of Christ in the faces of those in every kind of need.  

His crucifixion discloses to the church God's judgment on our inhumanity and the awful 

consequences of our own complicity in injustice.  

In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming,  

 the church sees the promise of God's renewal of our life in society  

 and God's victory over all wrong.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              
 

      Our Father, who art in heaven.   Hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our  

 debts  as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  

       

 

HISTORY MINUTE          

 

PROCLAMATION FROM THE DELAWARE SENATE         Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos

 

PROCLAMATION FROM THE GOVERNOR JOHN CARNEY 

U.S. Senator Chris Coons 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                     

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

HYMN*                          |  No. 408 

 

BENEDICTION  
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WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP 

Transitional Pastor:         The Rev. Neta Lindsay Pringle 

Associate Pastor:            The Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

Director of Music:                                      Jeffrey Miller 

Music Ministry:           Martin Hargrove, Barbara Vanderkraats 

Lay Reader:         Lisa Nichols 

Usher Captain:                       Ray Krout  

Media Production:    

S.Armstrong, K.Barton, D.Howarth, J.Schubel, P.Worrell, A.Leonhard  

We  

 

For church activities, please go to our website (rccpc.org)!   

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT              

The Children’s Moment will be available as a stand alone video at www.vimeo.com/rccpc.   

 
 

The flowers displayed in the chancel today are given in loving memory of: Dot Archer, from Lisa 

Nichols; and, William C. Keay, given by Peggy Germain.      

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Eric is on paternity leave after welcoming his first child on December 29
th
.    

 

 

Attributions:  The graphic on the front cover is titled “Baptism of Christ”. This Armenian 

Gospel book was produced in (1455 CE) at the monastery of Gamałiēl in Xizan by the scribe 

Yohannēs Vardapet and was illuminated by the priest Xačʿatur. Source:  From Art in the 

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. Original source: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/8614784984. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vimeo.com/rccpc
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We are grateful to have U.S. Senator Chris Coons preaching today!  Chris grew up in this 

church, where his mother is still a faithful member.  With dual degrees from Yale’s Law School 

and Divinity School, he brings depth and commitment to his work and to his preaching.   

 

And, we are also grateful to have Delaware State Senator Spiros Mantzavinos join us today, who 

represents the Seventh Senate District, encompassing Elsmere, Greenbank, Marshallton, Pike 

Creek, the Lancaster Pike/Newport Gap Pike areas and parts of Newport and Pike Creek.  
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Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, #A-724867, song #21305.  

All rights reserved.    


