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Calling the mm  to Worship 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

SHARING OF OUR LIVES 

One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many:   And also with you.  
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

                  

CALL TO WORSHIP*  
 

One:  Throughout the ages, disciples have said, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

Many: Lord, give us the freedom to follow you in the ways of love. 

One:  We come from busy homes, filled with little time to consider Christ in our lives. 

Many: Lord, give us the strength to follow you in the ways of peace. 

One:  In times of struggle, we look to God for help. 

Many: Lord, give us the opportunity to follow you in the ways of kindness. 

One:  Today, we celebrate the Holy Spirit, who shows us the joy of following God. 

Many: Lord, give us the patience to follow you in the ways of faith. Amen. 
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HYMN*   vss. 1,3,4  |  No.  41 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION* 
 

Gracious God,  

  our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 

Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear,  

  and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. 

Set us free from a past we cannot change; 

  open to us a future in which we can be changed;  

  and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image  

  that we might bear the fruit of your Spirit; 

  through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

                     

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE*                 |  No. 581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON*  
 

One:  May the grace of God free you from the bondage of the law. 

 May the grace of God free you for life in the Spirit. 

 May the grace of God bear in you joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,     

  faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  

 May the grace of God convince you, in every situation, to love. 

 Go now to love others, even as Christ loves you  

 and may the peace of Christ be with you! 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE*                             
 

 The Fruit of the Spirit's not a ___, the Fruit of the Spirit's not a ___. 

 If you want to be a ___, you might as well hear it: You can't be a fruit of the Spirit! 
 

 Cause the fruit is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,  

  Gentleness and Self-control (repeat once) 
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Proclaiming the Word 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

Holy God, author of the Word made flesh, scribe holding the pen of your Apostle Paul: 

open us to your Spirit, that as scripture is spoken and your Word proclaimed,  

your grace may transform, clothe, form, and sustain us that we may  

bear the fruit of your perfect love to the glory of Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray. Amen. 

          

SCRIPTURE READING            
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the 

pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For 

in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one 

already sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And God, who searches 

hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

 

SERMON  Dr. Joe Pritchett  

 

Responding to the Word 

                                           
HYMN       vss. 1,3,4 |  No. 442 (please remain seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  

       

 

MUSICAL OFFERING        

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE*            
 

 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:  we are an offering.  

 Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; Lord, use our lives;  

  they are yours:  we are an offering. 

 All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.   

 We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:  we are an offering.   
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WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. Dr. Nathaniel D. Phillips  

Associate Pastor:            The Rev. Eric Koenig-Reinke 

Director of Music:                                       Jeffrey Miller 

Music Ministry:                                                         Summer Choir 

Usher Captain:               Richard Marsey 

Greeters:                             Bob & Susan Kissell 

Media Production:    S.Armstrong, K.Barton, A.Bloom, D.Howarth,  

                                         J.Schubel, P.Worrell, A.Leonhard  

      The flowers displayed today are given in to the Glory of God.    

 

 

 

We welcome Dr. Joe Pritchett to the pulpit today—-he is a longtime friend of Red Clay! He 

served as a youth ministry leader over a decade ago, but now is Director of Faith and Meaning 

at Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, PA and Postulant for Holy Orders in the 

Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania and the Episcopal Church. He looks forward to 

sharing about his recent pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago. His favorite fruit is an orange!  

 

And, as a reminder, please join us next week to hear Rev. Chelsea Spyres preach on the Fruit of 

the Spirit:  KINDNESS. Rev. Chelsea is the Pastor and Executive Director of Riverfront 

Church, a new worshipping community that Red Clay helped to start.  These days she is 

focused on the Wilmington Kitchen Collective (WCK), a Riverfront Church outreach to 

culinary entrepreneurs. Her favorite fruits are strawberries and bananas! Following our service, 

have a meal to support the WCK project, eat with friends, and share fellowship. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION* 

 

HYMN*                 |  No. 643 

  

BENEDICTION*  

 



 

Page 5 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 



 

Page 7 


