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I tried to think of a clever new phrase—
A slogan to inspire the next 365 days,

A motto to live by this coming New Year,
But the catchy words fell flat to my ear. 

And then I heard His still small voice
Saying, “Consider this simple, daily choice:

With each new dawn and close of day
Make new your resolve to trust and obey.” 

 “Don’t look back, caught in regret
Or dwell on the sorrow of dreams unmet;

Don’t stare forward anchored by fear,
No, live in this moment, for I Am here.” 

“I am all you need. Everything. I Am.
You are held secure by my strong hand.
Give me this one thing—your all in all;

Into my grace, let yourself fall.” 

So, at last, I’m ready; I see the way.
It’s to daily follow, trust, and obey.

I enter the New Year armed with a plan,
To give Him my everything—all that I am.
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

A New Year’s Plan

Celebrating the Season
     Continuing the annual tradition, Riverside celebrated Christmas as a multi- 
generational family. We are blessed with many talented children and adults at RCC,  
many of whom shared their talents with the congregation during the Family Christmas  
Service on Sunday, December 15th. 
     From instrumental serenades in the narthex, to beautiful prelude arrangements, to  
musical groups of all ages, the service was filled with joyous melodies to rejoice in our  
Savior’s birth.  (continued on page 2)
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Celebrating the SeaSonFamily ProFile

Meet the Tyrrells
Tom & Lori

 

Favorite Hangout 
Home

Favorite Movie
Tom would say any Western; Lori loves Christmas 
movies - the oldies :)

Favorite Book
Recently - Hope Heals

Favorite Game  
Big fans of Yahtzee, Monopoly and, recently, Sequence

Three words that best describe your family
Loyal, (Incredibly) Blessed, Loving

Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Usually grateful to be home

How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Rick and Maribeth Bown (Maribeth is Tom’s cousin)  
had shared their love of RCC years ago.  We started  
attending in 2017 and were happy to see other 
friends had made their church home here as well. 

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Sense of community and authenticity

Kids and/or Pets names and ages:
Son T.J., soon to be 23
Daughter Kayla, 21
Dog, Chole, 7-1/2 yrs 



     How often do you 
get to play a game show 
at church? Apparently, 
at Riverside, it’s once a 
year. After a memorable 
Not-So-Newlywed Game 
at the 2018 Christmas 
Banquet, this year’s  
banquet saw Fusion  
pitted against the Elders 
in a Church Edition of 
Family Feud.  

     Steve Hardly (a.k.a. 
Chris Nenn) hosted the  
show, and the two teams  
provided some intriguing 
answers to survey questions 
such as “Name something 
you wouldn’t want to do in the front row of church.”  The best 
answer of the night was given by Pastor Jason. If you missed it, ask 
him sometime to name something a church could do without. 

                                                                                        Of course, the night 
wasn’t all feuding. There 
was also feasting, and 
music, and an insightful 
devotion led by Matt 
Strader. The evening was 
filled with fellowship, as 
RCC ate, prayed, sang, 
and laughed together 
as a family.

     
Sad you missed it or want to relive it? 
You can watch the entire banquet on 
YouTube! (Search for RCC Christmas 
Dinner 2019).

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events     February 
• 1 Recalibrate - Men’s Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 12 Ladies of Literature 10 am - 12 pm @ church 
• 15 Date Night 6 - 10 pm @ church 
• 21 & 22 LATTE Crafting Event @ church

March 
• 6 & 7 LATTE Crafting Event @ church 
• 7 Recalibrate - Men’s Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 21 & 22 LATTE Ladies Retreat 
 

FeaSting & Feuding            
       
     On Saturday, December 14th, Riverside  
carolers decked the halls of South Elgin Rehabilitation 
Center and BRIA of Geneva. 

     Through song, the group spent the afternoon sharing 
God’s love and good news of His birth with residents of 
the two facilities. It was joyful to see the audience sing 
along, and a blessing to interact with them in conver- 
sation and prayer. O come let us adore Him - together!

deCking the hallS

trimming the tree
     During the Christmas season, 
Riverside had the opportunity 
to bless community families 
with our Angel Tree.
 

     This tree was decorated with 
tags inscribed with gift requests 
for children of families in need. 
As December progressed, the 
tags disappeared, and gifts 
reappeared in their place.
 

     God used the packages you 
see here to bless 48 kids in 19 
different families this Christmas.
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     During Christmas, we celebrate God coming close to us in the person of Jesus. In Jesus, we 
see someone who identifies with us and knows the ups and downs of life as a human. We see Him hungry and thirsty. 
We see Him needing to be alone. We see Him angry. We see Him cry. But we never see Him laugh. Why is that? G.K. 
Chesterton says in Orthodoxy that, “There was some one thing that was too great for God to show us when He walked 
upon our earth; and I have sometimes fancied that it was His mirth.” 

     Edmund Clowney might give us a hint as to why we don’t (yet) see the joy of Christ when he says: “Jesus sat amidst 
all the joy, sipping the coming sorrow - so that today you and I can sit amidst all this world’s sorrow, sipping the 
coming joy.” Advent reminds us that Jesus experienced sorrow in His first coming so that we can experience joy at His 
second coming. Part of celebrating Christmas and Advent is having 
a foretaste of that joy right now - even when it is the darkest time 
of the year. 

     So Fusion spent a lot of the month of December celebrating. 
The girls had a cookie decorating party and small gift exchange 
hosted by Katie Custer. We wore ugly Christmas sweaters one 
Wednesday night. And at the annual Fusion Christmas Party, we 
had lots of laughs and joy around a white elephant gift exchange, 
and we even found some time to build two snowmen. In doing so, 
we reminded ourselves what else Chesterton says, that “Joy, which 
was the small publicity of the pagan, is the gigantic secret of the 
Christian.”            
               - Pastor Jason

Christmas, Advent, & Future Joy


