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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

     The start of a new year is a popular time for people to reflect on the past year and 
make resolutions for the year ahead. Personally, I’m not big on New Year’s resolutions, 
in part because they seem a bit contrived. But I do think it’s important to constantly 
evaluate how our lives line up with the standards and purpose God has for us.    
     During one of the messages last month, we considered what it means for Riverside 
to be the church that God calls us to be. Since we don’t have formal membership, it 
can be easier to lose sight of the fact that commitment is central to our purpose and 
existence as a church. That includes commitment to God and to one another. I thought 
it would be good to reflect again on the ten areas that form our Declaration of  
Commitment as a church.    
1)  To worship - and love God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength.   
2)  To walk - in a personal relationship and fellowship with Jesus Christ.   
3)  To change - increasingly into the likeness of my Savior,  Jesus Christ, as He enables 
me.   
4)  To relate - to my fellow believers in this body and to regularly assemble with them 
for worship, teaching and fellowship.   
5)  To love - my fellow believers in this body through obedience to the ‘one another’ 
commands of the New Testament, and to love lost people in this world.   
6)  To serve - faithfully, utilizing my gifts and time in ministry with my fellow members 
in the body and as an individual.   
7)  To give - sacrificially to support the work of Christ in this body, and through it, to 
mission work throughout the world.   
8)  To shine - as a light in a dark world through Christ-like character and deep  
involvement in my world.   
9)  To witness - attempting, by word, deed and prayer to lead others to the obedience 
of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.   
10)  To live - in harmony with my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in this church and 
to walk in submission to the shepherding of its elders.  
     Let’s take some time to think and pray over these ten areas as we seek to grow  
closer to the Lord and to one another in the year ahead.  
In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Our Declaration of Commitment

Open Hearts
 “We need your prayers.”

“I’m so grateful for my Riverside family.”

“We look forward to seeing what God does next.”

“Thank you for praying. It means so much to me.”

     Last month, we heard these phrases and many more like them as the Riverside family 
gathered for a unique type of worship service.                              
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Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

(continued from page 1)

     Twice each year, Riverside Community Church diverges 
from our usual Sunday morning format to host a sharing 
service. This special time allows RCC family members to open 
up about what God has been teaching them, thank God 
publicly for what He has been doing in their lives, and share 
prayer requests and praises.

     Sunday, January 5th was one of these services. That morn-
ing, the Riverside family shared about exciting new adven-
tures God will be taking them on in 2020 and new friends He 
has brought into their lives. We also heard about loss, and 
suffering, and some dark times that God has brought RCC 
families through—or that they are currently going through. 
                                                                                                                                                    
     It was a meaningful time, as individuals were willing to 
open up and transparently share what was on their hearts. 
There were smiles, and there were tears, but there were no 
masks. No pretending. It was a time of acknowledging that 
we’re just a family of broken people in need of grace, but 
who are committed to loving one another and loving the 
Lord.   
And that’s a beautiful thing.

     If you weren’t able to attend on the 5th, you can watch a 
recording of the sharing service. Please see Jon Christensen 
for more information.

Open HeartsFamily prOFile

Meet Darcey Schlieben

 

Favorite Hangout 
At home with my love.

Favorite Movie
Wizard of Oz and To Kill a Mockingbird

Favorite Book
Always the one I am currently reading. Trusting God

Favorite Game  
A friendly game of Battleship with my granddaughter 
Katie Mae. She is very competitive. Have to sink her 
now and then to keep her in line.

Favorite Quote
“Let God’s promises shine on your problems.” 
Corrie ten Boom

Three words that best describe your family
They need Jesus

Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Home on couch, reading, movie, relaxing.

How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
From Barb Wilson. I have been coming since May of 
2017.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
From 9 am prayer and then worship to prepare my 
heart for receiving the message that never fails to 
speak to me, to the brothers and sisters I consider 
family, to all the studies. Just everything.

Kids and/or Pets names and ages
Just lost our best friend, Max, in December. He was 12 
and it really was a great loss. This is the first time John 
or I have been without an animal in the house. There 
are so many pets just waiting to be loved. We don’t 
know if we will get another. Too soon to say.

paulechapman.com



By Rebecca Strader      
     What could be better than gathering with an amazing 
group of ladies for a delicious cup of coffee and to hear Truth 
from our loving Father? 

    That’s just what we get to do every Thursday morning at 
the Riverside L.A.T.T.E. Bible study. This winter we are in the 
middle of a six-week study of 1 Samuel 25, learning about 
Abigail, and “Living with the Difficult People in Your Life.” 

     In January, we saw Abigail in the midst of a crisis situation. 
Did she become paralyzed with fear? Did she whine and 
complain and get angry? Did she ignore the situation and 
just hope it would go away? 

     Maybe that is what we would do, but Abigail wisely 
responded differently. She defused and averted the calamity 
with courage, humility, composure, respect, control, clarity, 
dignity, and sincerity. She could do this because she had a 
heart that knew and trusted the LORD. And that is what we 
want also - and gathering together is a way to grow in that.

    Some of us have known each other for years, and some of 
us are brand new to the group, to Riverside, and to studying 
God’s Word.  We come from different backgrounds and fami-
lies, and have different unique life experiences. 

     As we all read the same passage of scripture, it is amaz-
ing to see how each woman can learn something and share 
a personal experience with the others. Wow - God’s Word 
is alive in the lives of these women! Getting to see God 
through these women is truly the best thing about our 
group.

     And although Abigail is a good example to read about, 
Jesus is the perfect example. We are so thankful to Him for 
sacrificing everything so we can walk through these troubles 
and crises of our lives with Him and each other.

     If you’d like to gather with these ladies and learn from 
God’s word together, we’d love for you to join us on Thurs-
days 9:15-11:15 am at the church. You can jump into Abigail’s 
story with us, or join us for the next study, which we’ll be 
starting on March 13th.

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
February 
• 15 Date Night 6:30 pm @ church 
• 21 & 22 LATTE Crafting Event @ church
 March 
• 6 & 7 LATTE Crafting Event @ church 
• 7 Recalibrate - Men’s Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 21 & 22 LATTE Ladies Retreat 
• 10 & 11 LATTE Crafting Event @ church

abigail JOins latte grOup

     Friday, January 17th was Tom Walthour’s 76th  
birthday. To celebrate, Tom’s family hosted an open 
house for him that evening at Bria of Geneva. Several RCC 
family members were able to stop by and share in a great 
time of fellowship (and cake!) with Tom. 

     

Happy birtHday!

heartlight.org
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          One of the most common New Year’s resolutions for Christians is to read the whole  
Bible through in a year. YouVersion (the most popular Bible app) sees 20% more users active in January each year.  
Unfortunately, most people only make it to February (or Leviticus, whichever comes first) before they give up on their  
reading plan. So how can we actually read more of the Bible in 2020?

     First and foremost, someone once told me that “the reason we read the Bible is to get the Bible through you rather 
than to get through the Bible.” If you read through the whole Bible in 2020, but the Bible doesn’t get through to your 
heart, then you’ve missed the point. We read the Bible because it is God’s Word and it changes our hearts - so make 
that your goal when you read. Read to know God and hear Him speak.  

     Second, if you’ve never consistently read the Bible each week, I recommend trying to read 5 days out of the week. 
That builds grace into your reading plan, since the truth is, you most likely will miss a day here and there. When you 
miss a day, it can feel like it has put you behind in your plan, and then you eventually give up. Better to be ahead of 
your 5-day reading plan and want to read extra, than behind in your 7-day plan and despairing. 

     Finally, I love the Bible Project’s reading plan (get it at www.readscripture.org, 
download the Read Scripture app, or follow the Bible Project plan on YouVersion). 
One of the things I love about it is that it lets you read at your own pace. Better to 
read the Bible in a year and a half (or two!) than attempt it in a year and abandon 
it partway through each year. It also has beautiful videos that help you see the 
overall story of Scripture so you don’t get lost in the weeds (especially in Leviticus!) 
and has you reading a Psalm a day.                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                               - Pastor Jason

A Vision for Reading the Bible in 2020


