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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

     When you look at God’s remarkable creation, you see that there’s a pattern or a cycle 
to so much of what we observe. For instance, day and night, new moon and full moon, 
summer and winter, and so on. These cycles are so reliable that we might not think 
anything of them. For instance, when the sun goes down in the evening, we don’t have 
any doubt that it will come up again the next morning. (Although this past winter did 
leave me wondering at times if spring would return.)

     God assures us, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night will never cease,” (Genesis 8:22). Then in  
Ecclesiastes 3:1, God goes even further and says, “There is a time for everything, and 
a season for every activity under heaven.” In the verses that follow, God extends this 
pattern beyond the celestial or meteorological cycles and into our human experience.  
He says there’s “a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time 
to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance…a time to tear and a time to mend,” 
and so on. In other words, even our human lives will be filled with the occurrence of 
change, transition, cycles, and seasons.

     As I look out the window, it’s delightful to see spring returning. The piles of snow 
and ice have melted, the days are longer and warmer, and by the time you read this, 
the flowers and trees should be in full bloom. We can see God’s beauty and faithfulness 
in all of these things. But as I look around, there’s another season that I can’t help but 
notice, and that is a new season for our church.  

     Over many months, I’ve seen people with their eyes fixed firmly on the Lord, lifting 
up their cares in prayer, and trusting in the Lord’s goodness to provide. And now I see 
the prayers of many being answered. God has faithfully filled our second pastor role, 
and I couldn’t be more pleased with his provision of Jason Custer as our Pastor of  
Family Ministries. I see people stepping up to new roles of leadership and service. I see 
new families desiring to make Riverside their church home. And I see people growing 
in their love and service to God and to one another. We have much to be thankful for.

     May this new season be one of ongoing faithfulness, fruitfulness, and blessing.

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

A New Season

Be Thou My Vision: RCC 2019 Women’s Retreat
     Last month, 33 Riverside ladies gathered at the Stronghold in 
Oregon, IL for this year’s LATTE Women’s Retreat. It was a weekend 
filled with fellowship and fun: biblical teaching, worship, small 
group discussions, electives, games, food, crafts, and laughter.
     The theme for the weekend was “Be Thou My Vision.”  Speaker 
Lori Davis taught the women how to develop 50/20 vision: faith-
filled vision like that of Joseph in Genesis 50:20 - “You intended to 
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives.” (continued on page 3)



Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

By Stephen Kaufman

          About twice a year, RCC holds a “Newcomers  
Connection.” At these gatherings, people who have just 
begun attending our church can meet the pastors and a few 
deacons and get to know the church a little better.  Just such 
an event was held on Sunday, March 17th. 

     The church has enjoyed a recent influx of new faces, and 
several couples and singles came by to enjoy the evening 
together. 

     We ate some great food and 
then sat down for an interactive 
session on the church, our core 
beliefs, how we handle giving, 
communion, selecting leaders 
such as Elders and Deacons, and 
a variety of other topics that are 
of interest to those considering 
joining our church family. 

     The discussions included some 
wonderful questions and very good conversations – some 
serious and others more light-hearted. 

     If you’re new to Riverside, be sure to attend the next one! 

     Stop by the new Welcome Center to find out about  
upcoming events and other ways to get plugged in.

Welcome To RiveRsideFamily PRoFile

   Meet The Todds
Terry & Donna

 

Favorite Hangout 
Terry: Menards
Donna: Beautiful U
Favorite Movie
Terry: Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
Donna: Inn of the Sixth Happiness; Father Goose
Favorite Book
Terry: Undaunted Courage by Stephen Ambrose
Donna: Round About Cozy Cottage by Linda Hayward
Favorite Game
Terry & Donna: Card game, Sevens from Hell (similar to 
Canasta)
Favorite Quote  
Terry: “Be happy or have none.”
Donna: “All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for a 
few good men to do nothing”  - Edmund Burke
Three words that best describe your family
Close, industrious, far-flung
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Home or playing cards with friends
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Local churches were featured each week in the  
newspaper. We cut out the one for RCC and hung it 
on the fridge for a few months, then decided to check 
it out. We have been attending ever since. That was 
December of 1998.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Paul’s teaching and the people who attend RCC

Kids’ names and ages
Tamara, 36
Gavin, 34
Jonathan, 32
David, 26
All married - 6 grandchildren



(continued from page 1)
     As the women learned how to look at 
life through spiritual glasses, they came 
away with new perspectives, new insights, 
and new friendships:

“This retreat was so timely, as the vision 
God laid on my heart for the last two 
years is now joyfully given over to someone else. I must 
be patient and wait for God to reveal what’s next, and Lori’s 
teaching from Scripture, as well as discussion and prayer in 
our small group, confirmed that. I want to be right where the 
Lord is truly leading me, nowhere else.” ~ Debra Sommerfeld

“I loved ‘getting out of town’ 
to refresh my friendships with 
all my sisters-in-Christ. Debbie 
Brown and her committee 
did an outstanding job in 
planning time for listening 

to a great, godly speaker, crafts, fellowship over meals, and 
time to share in small groups. I took the Bible journaling class 
and look forward to spending time in my new Bible to share 
thoughts and a bit of artwork.  
‘A friend loves at all times,’ and this 
was definitely felt all weekend.”   
~ Cindy Walthour

“While I was only there a short time 
and wasn’t feeling well, I really 
enjoyed having the opportunity to talk with women from 
church that I don’t know very well.” ~ Donna M. Netzley

“This retreat was a great opportunity to refresh and renew 
my relationship with Christ. It also reinforced how much  ‘us 
ladies’  love and support each other in our walk with God.”  
                                                                                      ~ Anita Uphouse

“I enjoyed making deeper  
connections with some of the ladies. 
I felt the Lord used our small group 
to speak into our lives for most of us. 
The discussion questions paired up 
with ladies who were willing to be 

vulnerable and honest was a blessing for me.” 
~ Christina Marquez

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
April 
• 19 Good Friday Service 7 pm 
• 27 Bridal Shower for Katie Reichard 2-4 pm @ church 
• 28 Mission Conference 12-3 pm @ church

May 
• 4 Men’s Conference 7 am - 4 pm @ church 
• 11 Worship Workshop 8:30 - 11:15 am @ church 
• 15 Ladies of Literature 10 am - 12 pm @ church 

Be Thou my vision
     The Women’s Retreat activities included a service project to 
create love baskets for residents of Asbury Gardens Supportive 
Living Community in North Aurora. Later in March, some of the 
retreat attendees delivered the baskets and enjoyed a time of 
fellowship with residents as they presented the gifts.

          
     You go to church. You hear a great sermon that touches your 
heart and teaches your mind. An hour later, you can’t recall 
much of what you heard. Have we got a solution for you!

     Riverside has a new learning tool for our Home Bible Study 
Groups. Each week, Pastor Jason will be creating a study guide 
based on the preceding Sunday’s message. The guide, Encore, 
has discussion topics, questions, and comments that help 
provoke thought and set the stage for examining the message 
in more depth than is possible during the 45 minutes of study 
that we do on Sunday. Encore also allows the group to have an 
interactive discussion about the message, which is not easy to 
do on Sunday.

     In mid-March, the Kaufmans’ group (Thursday Nights, South 
Elgin) was the first to try Encore. Stephen Kaufman  
commented, “There was so much energy around the study 
guide. Usually, we don’t get into the study until we’ve had a 
snack and a cup of coffee, but this time we were all laughing 
and engaging on the question of Benjamin’s actual age when 
he traveled to Egypt to meet Joseph. This was ignited by the 
questions in the guide. It was fun exchanging notes and ideas 
and digging into various verses to find the answer - kinda like a 
mini-scavenger hunt for scriptures.”

     Interested in diving into the hunt? Contact Barb Wilson 
about joining  a Home Bible Study group that is using Encore.

sPecial deliveRy

encoRe! encoRe!



37 W 130 Crane Road
St. Charles, IL 60175
(630)443-7442
www.rccstc.org

     We had a great Parent Meeting at Fusion last month - thanks to every-
one who joined us! It was wonderful to have parents getting a little peek 
into what goes on each Wednesday night. Just for the record: the parents 

started strong with an early win in Parent vs. Student Dodgeball, but the students came back with a vengeance and 
won every game afterwards (even throwing with their non-dominant arm). Well done, students! We don’t just play 
hard, though - we’re currently in the middle of a series in Jonah learning about the subversive love of God. 

     In case you weren’t able to make the Parent Meeting, here is the theme verse for Fusion and some central values to 
what we’re all about:

“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,  from whom the 
whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”  - Ephesians 4:15-16   

VALUES
Scripture: Every week students dig into Scripture to see how it reveals God through Jesus Christ. The goal of our 
teaching is to know Jesus and see him transform our hearts and lives by the Spirit. We want to wrestle with how to 
apply the Scripture each week.

Relationships: We believe transformation happens through relationships: not just the pastor with students, but 
students with parents, students with leaders, and students with other students. We want to partner with parents in 
creating an environment for students to grow spiritually.

Serving: We want Fusion to be a place where students come to serve, not just 
consume. We want students to be poured into each week, but then to go out and 
pour into others. We want them to learn to become an active part of their local 
church body and their community with hearts to serve others.

- Pastor Jason


