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     In this edition of the newsletter, our series on the fruit of the Spirit brings us to the 
topic of peace. I’m sure that every one of us longs to be filled with a soul-satisfying 
sense of peace; the kind of peace that transcends every earthly trial and defies all 
human understanding. We long for the kind of peace that Jesus had as He slept  
soundly in a boat while a violent storm was raging. Have you experienced that type of 
peace amidst the daily trials of life? 
     As with all the fruits of the Spirit, peace has a prerequisite, and that prerequisite is 
salvation and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. We will never experience the 
peace of God until we first experience peace with God. That’s because each of us is 
born in a state of war with God (Colossians 1:21). We need to be forgiven and  
reconciled to God before He can fill us with His peace.   
     Jesus Christ is the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6), and His work on the cross was the  
ultimate peace treaty. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” His very  
presence brings us peace (2 Thess. 3:16), and this is just the start. Through our  
relationship with the Lord and by the power of the Holy Spirit, believers have access 
to many resources which bring about peace in our lives. But like most areas of spiritual 
growth, they require some exercise on our part. The avenues to peace include reading 
and meditating on the Word of God (John 16:33, Philippians 4:9), cultivating a spiritual 
mindset (Romans 8:6), praying and giving thanks (Philippians 4:6), and learning to trust 
fully in the Lord (Isaiah 26:3, 1 Peter 5:7). Each one of these disciplines deepens our 
relationship with the Lord and draws upon His abundant peace. 
     If you’re not experiencing God’s complete peace, take some time to read through 
each of the passages above and consider which discipline God may want to develop 
further in your life. Then ask Him for the power and encouragement to pursue it. God 
delights in providing this because He doesn’t want His children to struggle with worry 
and anxiety. He wants us to experience His perfect peace. So let’s continue to pursue a 
deep relationship with the Lord, and let’s be fruitful in peace.

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This Newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

Be Fruitful: Peace

The Power of Prayer
What happens when the church family prays together? Lives are changed.  
Jon Christensen has witnessed this first hand in the life-story of his niece, Jenny.

Jenny first came to Christ as a five-year-old but spent the next three decades struggling with what it 
means to live as a Christian. Jon recalls, “She was by far the most rebellious and stubborn of my sister’s 
three kids. As the youngest, she was always ready to put up a fight to get her way.” At 15, Jenny became 
pregnant and spent the next decade living as a single mom. In her mid-twenties, she met her future husband, Don, and they 
moved in together. Several years later, they suffered the loss of an eight-month-old daughter. After Jenny became pregnant with 
her third daughter, Haley, she and Don got married (an answer to her mother’s prayers). But, eventually, Jenny grew weary of a 
husband who drank too much and didn’t take care of himself, and she separated from Don, with the ultimate intention of getting a 
divorce.  (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) Meanwhile…Burdened by Jenny’s 
life-long struggle, Jon was praying – and asking others to 
pray. He kept his Bible study members updated on Jenny’s 
situation and prayed with them for God’s intervention in 
her life. When the separation was announced, Jon brought 
it to the entire church family in a sharing service. Jenny was 
resolved to divorce Don, and it would take a miracle to open 
her heart to another way. But, everyone kept praying. 

“As we continued praying for God to bring her around, we 
started to slowly see a change as she became more and 
more involved with her church, The Chapel,” Jon reports.

Then, a year ago, Jenny and Don started going to church 
as a family. Still living apart, they agreed to take marriage 
counseling classes at church. Their relationship became 
less tense and more loving. Six months ago, Jenny and Don 
moved back in together. Then, in June, their daughter Haley 
got saved and asked Jenny to get baptized with her. The two 
were baptized at The Chapel in Grayslake on July 1.  

For Jenny, this baptism was all about 
acknowledging her fight for her 
own will and not God’s and how 
much better it is to just let God have 
control. 
Praise the Lord for this miraculous heart change!

Jon admits, “For me, this whole experience is one of learning 
to trust God in a situation where I had no influence at all 
except to pray, pray, and then pray some more. I knew intel-
lectually that God could do this, but my heart just couldn’t 
quite accept that this little rebel would ever let go and let 
God. I was truly praying faithfully, but there were long times 
when I had very little faith while praying. I am very thankful 
for a God who doesn’t demand perfection from His kids. He 
just asks us to accept forgiveness and then follow Him.”

He adds, “I can also see a lot of similarities in my own  
Christian life: Saved young; always involved with the church; 
rarely living in my heart as a true Christian. I said the right 
things around other Christians, but almost never went 
beyond ‘surface Christianity.’  This is a reminder that there is 
more to Christianity than doing things. It’s doing things in 
faith and believing that God is in control and we need to live 
life for Him at all times.”  Amen!

The Power of Prayerfamily Profile 
   Meet the Zimmer Family

Larry & Susan

 

Favorite Hangout 
Our home in the woods
Favorite Movie
Larry: Saving Private Ryan
Susan: The Princess Bride
Favorite Book
Larry: History books
Susan: Elsie Dinsmore
Favorite Game
Larry: Watching Bears football
Susan: Jigsaw puzzles
Favorite Quote  
Larry: “We are saved by grace alone.” 
Susan: “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that in all things, at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work.”  
Three words that best describe your family
Praise the Lord!
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Home, with a movie and popcorn
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Rebecca Strader, friend from Susan’s Bible study. 
We were warmly welcomed in September 2014.
In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Pastor Paul’s sermons!
Kids:
Larry: Bart (48), Sarah (34), Jeremy (33)
Larry and Susan: MayBell (12), StarLight (9)



“An average of 6,500 kids under the age of five die each day 
worldwide from starvation.” 

In our culture of abundance, it’s hard to comprehend this 
startling statistic shared by Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC). A Christian non-profit organization, FMSC offers 
opportunities for volunteers to help package food that is 
then distributed to people in developing nations. The goal: 
feed God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit and, 
ultimately, end hunger. 

On Saturday, July 21, the Riverside family dove into this 
effort. A group of 30 spent their morning at the Aurora FMSC 
location, packing food that will save lives across the globe.

Kelly Jaros reports, “In typical Riverside style, it was very 
multi-generational. We had children as young as six serving 
with teens, parents and grandparents.” Fusion was well- 
represented in the group, as many of the church youth came 
out to serve – and invited their friends to serve with them. 

By the end of the morning, the RCC crew, along with a few 
other church groups present, packed 184 boxes of meals. 
This effort will feed 108 kids for one year!

Not only did the church family make a global impact – they 
had a lot of fun while they were at it. A few clowns in the 
group kept everyone laughing as they measured, poured, 
sealed and packed. The meals they created will bring smiles 
to other faces, too – 108 of them.
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Upcoming Events      

August
• 19 Newcomers Connection 7-8:30pm @ church
• 26 LATTE Fall Kick-off
September
• 1 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church
• 22 Men of ACTS Retreat

The leasT of These
Cantemawaste means “something good in the 
heart.” This phrase from the Dakota language 
provides a fitting name for the youth camp 
offered by Diamond Willow Ministries. Through 
multiple programs, Diamond Willow works to 

meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of the Native 
American Community. Their Cantemawaste Youth Camps are 
designed to put the good news of Jesus Christ into the hearts 
of Native American children.

On July 7th, ten of the Riverside family set out 
for Fort Thompson, South Dakota to be a part 
of this mission. They spent the following week 
working at the camp, serving Sioux Native 
American girls in kindergarten through second 
grade. This year’s theme, “God Rescues Us,” 
was woven into a week of Christian fun and 
learning. 

The Riverside Diamond Willow 
mission team included Brad, 
Monica, Torree and Lexi Scull, 
Jessica Olsen, Tally McGowen, Ryan Jaros, Cole 
and Cage Souza, and Lisa Kaufman. Lisa and 
Monica helped with crafts for the week. Jessica 
filled the role of camp photographer. Cage 
helped with games and recreation, and the 
rest worked in groups or teams to carry out the 
programs of the vacation Bible camp. 

In their various roles, the group spent the week 
pouring into the lives of young girls with love 
and laughter. They may never know the full 
impact of their efforts, for it will go far beyond 
a few days of summer fun. As the children take 
with them the message of “something good in 
their hearts,” it will change them – forever. 

Go inTo all The world
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School is about to begin!  We train our bodies with sports and train our intellect with history, 
art, science, and music, but what holds it all together? What is the basis for competing with-
out cheating? What is the basis for using academics without fraud? Is it merely the thought of 
getting in trouble with coaches or teachers or parents, or is your conduct based on a reason 
that goes beyond punishment? This is a newsletter from your very own church, so you know 
the answer – a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, as seen in the pages of the Bible.  

Up until the 1960s, the Bible was openly read and used as a 
textbook in American public schools, and for good reason. Not only does the Bible 
show the way to a relationship with Jesus, but the events and words are often 
quoted directly or alluded to in classical literature. Some school districts across the 
country are now offering elective Bible-as-literature courses, seeing how students 
often miss the point of Bible references found in literature. But someone who has 
seen the Spirit work in their life knows the Bible itself is far more than just literature.  

So, what are you doing to fit in the other elective, Bible study, in your school year 
schedule? Church on Sunday morning, Fusion with other students, reading and 
prayer on your own are great ways to invest in a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. From there, you’ll find the best reason for righteous moral behavior in all your 
school pursuits this year!

The Other Elective


