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     The eighth fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22 is that of gentleness, or its less-
used synonym, “meekness” (KJV). It’s one of my favorite character traits because it can’t 
be faked or forced. Rather, it’s something that God must develop in us through  
submission and obedience to Him. For this reason, it’s a good overall barometer of 
spiritual maturity.  
     The world often views meekness as weakness, but it’s not. It takes great strength to 
be meek. A good working definition would be: “Great power under complete control.”  
Let me give you an example. If you’ve ever seen Niagara Falls, it’s an amazing display 
of power.  The height of Horseshoe Falls is 173’. You can see the mist rising up from 
the turbulent waters from miles away. I’ve even seen it from a jet flying overhead. You 
wouldn’t want to be in the water anywhere near the falls, because the force of the 
water would tear you apart.
     Compare this to Hoover Dam. At 726’, it’s more than 4 times higher than Niagara 
Falls, yet you don’t see any mist. In fact, you could sail a toy boat in the water just 
above the dam. Someone might look at Hoover Dam and suppose it’s not as  
powerful as Niagara Falls. Yet it generates over 2,000 megawatts of electrical power. 
That’s tremendous power, yet it’s under complete control.  
     Ephesians 4:2 says that we should “be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love.” Jesus was the model of gentleness. He might have 
seemed helpless and weak as He hung on the cross, but He possessed all power and 
authority. He could have summoned legions of angels and wiped out all mankind. But 
He didn’t. He submitted to the will of the Father, and offered Himself as a sacrifice for 
our sins. He exemplified great power under complete control.   
    Jesus said, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you,” 
(John 13:15). It may be frustrating as we see a world around us that has abandoned 
gentleness, but we’re not to conform to the pattern of this world. We’re to be set apart 
for God. So with our eyes fixed on Jesus, let’s submit to the will of the Father, and be 
fruitful in gentleness.

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Be Fruitful: Gentleness

Men After God’s Own Heart
By Scott Netzley

     The Men of Acts, RCC’s men’s ministry, has kicked off two men’s groups this winter. Both 
groups are studying “The Life of David – A Man After God’s Own Heart,” curriculum written 
for and provided by the Valor Harvest (California) men’s groups.

     There’s been a lot of excitement about starting a men’s study at RCC. It’s been of couple of 
years in the making and has occurred in God’s proper timing. Not only are the men excited 
about the study, but we’ve heard that many of the Riverside women are excited, too. Several 
wives have expressed that “this is an answer to a longtime prayer.”
(continued on page 2)
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     Scott Netzley leads one of the groups on Sundays after 
church, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm. Group members rotate bringing 
lunch for this mid-day study. The first meeting occurred on 
January 13 and had six attendees.

     The other group, led by Jim Allen, meets on Wednesdays, 
6:30 – 8:00 pm (at the same time as Fusion). The launch for 
this group was January 16th, and that meeting had 14 
attendees – with one more scheduled to join.

     That’s 20 men in the first week! Attendees of the two 
groups have ranged from men who have been attending 
Riverside for just a month to those who’ve been part of the 
RCC family for over 40 years.

     On January 13th, both groups gathered for a kickoff  
celebration. The festivities included an opening prayer by 
pastor Paul, a hot dog bar with all the fixings, and a surprise 
cake for Tom Walthour’s 75th birthday. (Tom attends the 
Sunday group.)

      

     Interested in joining the men for these times of fun fellow-
ship and life-changing study? You can find us in the room 
across from Fusion at the times mentioned. We have space in 
the groups for YOU. We welcome all the men of Riverside to 
join us in our journey to become men after God’s own heart.

Men After God’s own  HeArtfAMily Profile

   Meet the Lam Family
Pak & Vi

Vincent, Kyle

 

Favorite Hangout 
Pak & Vi : Home
Vincent: Movie theater; Kyle: Basketball court
Favorite Movie
Pak: Back to the Future series; Vi: Home Alone  
Vincent: Inception; Kyle: Spider-Man: Into the  
Spider-Verse 
Favorite Book
Pak: Any car related books; Vi: Any cookbooks
Vincent: 1984; Kyle: Diary of a Wimpy Kid series
Favorite Game
Pak: Any college basketball games; Vi: Jigsaw puzzles
Vincent: Monopoly; Kyle: Basketball
Favorite Quote  
Pak: “We are comfortable.”; Vi: “Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
Vincent: “Do or do not, there is no try.”
Three words that best describe your family
Love one another
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Eating out & a movie or game night at home.
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Drove by many times and decided to walk in one day.  
Since July, 2016.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Feels like HOME, Pastor Paul’s sermons.
Kids:
Vincent, 17; Kyle, 15



     To calibrate means “to measure precisely against a  
standard” or “to adjust precisely for a particular function.” As 
Christians, our standard is Jesus and our function is His glory. 

     Could your life use some recalibrating? 

     Recalibrate is the men’s breakfast study held at RCC each 
month. It’s a time of fellowship, learning, prayer, and growth. 
The men of Riverside gather at these meetings to study 
God’s word and discuss how to apply it to their lives. 

     After enjoying breakfast together, the men typically split 
into two smaller groups to go through a lesson and  
discussion questions based on the current study. Jeff Harms, 
who leads the study, reports, “Between eight and 16 people 
usually attend. Right now, we are reading through the book 
Be Mature by Warren Wiersbe, which is a commentary on the 
book of James. We will be starting a study on Jeremiah in 
April.”

     God is using these engaging gatherings to work in the 
hearts and minds of the men of Riverside. Have you checked 
it out yet? If you’d like to recalibrate, here’s how:

First Saturday of the month: 

7 am - Arrive at church.

7:00-7:30 - Enjoy donuts, bagels, fruit, 
and coffee.

7:30-8:30/8:45 - Participate in a discussion of the month’s 
reading; Learn how to apply it to your life.

8:30/8:45-9:00 - Pray.

9:00 - Leave the church with a new perspective and a deeper 
relationship with God and godly men.

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
February 
• 9 Men of Acts Date Night 
• 15-16 LATTE Craft Event @ church 
• 17 Community Service Expo 11:15-1:15 @ church

March 
• 1-3 LATTE Women’s Retreat in Oregon, IL 
• 2 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 29-30 LATTE Craft Event @ church

How to recAlibrAte
     Picture it: Prayer warriors meeting every Sunday morning to 
bring the needs of our church before an all-powerful God who 
can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. 

     Actually, you don’t have to use your imagination for this one. 
It’s already happening. 

     A group of dedicated Riverside 
attendees meet in the conference 
room each Sunday from 9:00 to 
9:20 am. They lift up the leaders 
of the church, the various church 
ministries, and prayer requests  

                                                      from the church body.  

     “We have been amazed at how God has been answering our 
prayers,” reports Tom Vislisel. “We are excited to see a more  
vibrant men’s and worship ministry recently. The adult, 
worship, and children’s ministries have received a lot of our 
prayers. Another big prayer request has been for a family  
pastor for our church.”

     While seeing prayers answered in the church, these praying 
individuals are also experiencing personal growth. Tom admits, 
“Something I didn’t expect is that some of my friends have 
commented that I am becoming better at my prayers for them.”

     Attendance at these prayer meetings has varied from three 
to ten. “We would love more people to join us,” notes Tom. “If 
more are added to our team, I can visualize a lot more prayers 
being offered up for our church and community.” 

     Has God burdened your heart with the needs of our church? 
If so, consider taking part in this vital ministry. There’s plenty of 
space for more in the War Room.

“For where two or three gather in my name,  
there am I with them.”  

Matthew 18:20

tHe rcc wAr rooM
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     For almost two years, we have been diligently praying for a second pastor at Riverside,  
but in the meantime, the Lord has provided well for Fusion! Luke Bossert, Jamie Brouwer, and 
Marcos Marquez have been dedicated leaders, joined in July by Eric and Anita Uphouse. Jon 
Christensen has patiently volunteered tech support, which blesses all of us! 

     At the beginning, Luke faithfully taught Fusion every Wednesday night non-stop. Soon, 
men of Riverside joined with Luke and became a team - Marc Bossert, Stephen Kaufman, Tony 
Salerno, Matt Stalter, Matt Strader, and Tom Vislisel - who took turns teaching the students. We 
don’t know all that is in the students’ lives behind the scenes, but these men faithfully point 

them to our Living God who has given us all we need for life and godliness in Christ Jesus. 

     There are always areas we need to give over to the Lord, but we are thankful for the spiritual growth we’ve 
seen. Students have told us of their boldness in answering friends’ questions with Biblical answers they’ve 
learned. We’ve welcomed their friends to Fusion. Students have taken the responsibility to lead worship quite 
often, and it is a great joy to see older students incorporate younger students in the music. Some students are 
teaching or helping in Sunday School. College-age young adults have come along and benefited from the  
teaching and dedicated discussion time with the Fusion teacher of the night. All of us have come home  
exhausted but blessed from two Fusion Fall Retreats, where Pastor Paul provided 
teaching leadership for the weekend AND took the opportunity to join the students  
on the high ropes course!

While we celebrate what God has done, we are looking forward to what God will do 
with the Fusion students and leaders under our future Pastor of Family Ministries.  
We praise God and thank Him for His provision!                                 
             – Mrs. Sommerfeld

Praising God!


