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     If you asked people who know you well, would they describe you as someone who 
is joyful? Is joy something that characterizes your life? If you’re like me, the answer 
would have to be, “Sometimes.” I experience times of great joyfulness, but also periods 
of despair, and everything in between.   
     We’re continuing to look each month at the fruit of the Spirit, and this month I want 
to focus on joy. Joy is an emotion or feeling of well-being. The Bible says, “Be joyful 
always,” (1 Thess. 5:16), yet all of us experience an absence of joy at times. Some of the 
most spiritually mature people in the Bible did as well. Elijah asked if he could die (1 
Kings 9:3-5). King David wanted to escape the troubles of this world (Psalm 55:6–8).  
Paul and the apostles had times when they “despaired even of life” (2 Cor. 1:8). Why is 
joy sometimes elusive, and is there anything we can do to change that? 
     Since joy is a fruit of the Spirit, it’s not something we can produce on our own. It’s 
produced within us by the Holy Spirit. But that doesn’t mean we don’t have any control 
over it. Romans 14:17 says that there is “peace and joy in the Spirit” and we are told 
to “walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16). This means that in any circumstance, we have 
a choice whether to walk in the weakness of our flesh or in the power of the Spirit; 
whether to dwell on our difficulties or to dwell on the Lord.   
     Asaph illustrated this in Psalm 73. He became despondent as he focused on his 
circumstances and the world around him. But as he drew near to God in worship and 
prayer, and as he focused on the truth of God’s Word, his entire perspective changed, 
and his joy returned.   
     In the same way, when we are struggling with an absence of joy due to any  
circumstance in life, we should first draw near to the Lord in worship and prayer. His 
very presence is a source of comfort and joy (Psalm 16:1). Then we should ask, “What 
does the truth of God’s Word say about this situation?” and “How should that reshape 
my perspective?”   
     God gives us the resources we need to experience joy in every circumstance of life.  
We must choose to take hold of them. Let’s focus on the Lord and be fruitful in joy.                

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This Newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

Be Fruitful: Joy

Into The Woods
On Father’s Day weekend, 13 of the RCC family braved the heat and headed to the great 
outdoors for a family camping trip. The hardy group included Terry and Chris Bolliger, 
Scott Netzley, Rich Phillips and Maureen Hughes-Phillips, and the Vislisel family and 
friends.
 

The one-night excursion to Richard Bong State Recreation Area in Kansasville, WI was a 
fun experience for all – although it turned into a rather unique adventure for one camper.

Scott Netzley gets the prize for the most unique experience.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
A veteran camper, Scott was excited about the trip and came 
prepared for some great outdoor fun, or so he thought. He 
recalls, “There I was, the guy who led this camping trip, with 
a nice big tent all to myself – without tent poles.” If you’ve 
ever tried to set up a tent without the poles (but who has?), 
you know it’s no easy task. But, the campers put their heads 
together, pooled their resources, and rescued Scott from his 
tent debacle. Between aluminum poles from one family and 
rope from another, they got it rigged together. Here’s the 
final result:

The rest of the evening went 
without a hitch, and Scott would 
have slept fine in his 
creative dwelling – except for 
the torrential thunderstorm that 
blew in. 

“The wind was blowing the tent up and down and 
keeping me awake,” admits Scott. “I think I eventually fell 
asleep around 3 am. I made it through, but my clothes were 
drenched. Since we didn’t have the rainfly on the tent, I used 
it as a blanket instead!” 

Over in a neighboring tent, the Vislisel family got flooded 
out, sending some of them to the car for the night. The rest 
of the campers were at a nearby site – fine and dry. They 
reported in the morning that they slept soundly. In fact, 
some didn’t even notice it was raining! The fact that they 
were in an RV might have helped.

Despite the misadventures, Scott reports it was a good time 
for all. “We played some games, walked around, and had a 
tremendous breakfast. There 
were enough breakfast burritos 
to feed an army.” Rumor has 
it Micah Vislisel managed to 
scarf down about six of them. 
Impressive!

Scott and other Men of Acts 
leaders are working on details for the next Riverside 
camping trip in August. While the planners can’t promise 
clear skies, at least we know the RCC family knows how to 
stick together in a storm! 

Into the WoodsFamIly ProFIle 
   Meet the Uphouse Family

Eric & Anita

 

Favorite Hangout 
The Arcedium Coffee House
Favorite Movie
Eric: Doc Hollywood
Anita: When Harry Met Sally

Favorite Book
Eric: Salem’s Lot
Anita: A Prayer for Owen Meany

Favorite Game
Eric: Scrabble
Anita: Scrabble
Favorite Quote  
Eric: “The tree of liberty must sometimes be watered 
with the blood of patriots and tyrants.” - Benjamin 
Franklin
Anita: “You’re killin’ me smalls.”  The Sandlot  
Three words that best describe your family
Eric: Varied, Chaotic, Loyal
Anita: Large, Loud, Funny
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
The couch!
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Eric researched for area churches on the internet, liked 
the doctrine and music, and Anita joined a year later 
upon coming to Christ. We have been regularly 
attending together for 1.5 years.
In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Eric: The people!
Anita: It’s a loving family that really cares about one 
another.
Kids:
Eric: Veronica (32), Chuck (30)
Anita: No kids



What do you get when you combine 7 pasta salads, 50 
pounds of meat, 250 water balloons, a carton of eggs, and a 
few dozen RCC families? The annual Riverside family picnic, 
of course!

On Sunday the 24th, we were 
blessed with a beautiful sunny 
afternoon to gather at Delnor 
Woods Park for food and fellowship 
(and a bit of fun, too). 

While most sought shelter in the pavilion and under shade 
trees, some ventured into the sun-filled field. Activities 
included bean bags, volleyball, and children’s games.

Over 20 people competed in an 
epic egg toss that resulted in 
some impressive catches and 
more than a few gooey fingers. 

This was followed by a water 
balloon toss and some free-for-
all water balloon warfare. There 
were a few casualties. 

The last of the ammo was used 
in a water balloon battle facing off two teams with water 

balloon launchers. It turns out, 
aiming a giant launcher is 
harder than you might think. 
The teams struggled to take 
each other out as they learned 
the finer points of water 
balloon artillery. 

Meanwhile, in the shade, 
picnic tables and folding chairs 
were packed with Riverside 
families enjoying good food 
and good company. 

Much love and laughter were present as RCC celebrated 
summer and being together as a family.

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events      

July
• 7-14 Diamond Willow Mission Trip
• 21 Feed My Starving Children 11:30-1:30, Aurora
• Sundays - Vacation Bible School for Pre-K - 6th grade
August
• 4  Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church
• 4 Fusion End of Summer Water Play Day
• 4 Northern IL Food Bank 9am-12pm, Geneva 
• 5 Family Baptism, Francis home, St. Charles
• 9-11 Family Camping Trip, Sugar Shores Resort, 
          Durand, IL
• 26 LATTE Fall Kick-off 
 

Into the Park

FamIly GroWth
The Riverside family celebrated  
with Eric Uphouse and Anita 
Flanagan as they became Mr. & Mrs. 
Uphouse.

The beautiful ceremony was held at 
the church on Saturday, June 9th.

On Saturday the 16th, 7 adults and 7 children gathered at 
Riverside to make an impact on the community. They had two 
projects on their agenda: fill Journey Bags for The Forgotten 
Initiative and create cards for Phil’s Friends. 

Each child filled one bag with new outfits, 
pajamas, socks, personal care items, school 
supplies, toys, stuffed animals, a Bible, and 
a hand-written note, creating seven bags 
that will go to kids in foster care. 

For Phil’s 
Friends, the children colored two 
cards each and wrote notes of 
encouragement that will go to 
pediatric cancer patients in local 
hospitals.

Once the bags were filled and the 
cards were made, the group prayed 
over the gifts and the children who 
will receive them. In just two short 
hours, this group put forth efforts that 
could change dozens of lives -  
for eternity.

Into the CommunIty
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by Debra Sommerfeld

     Big questions. Those questions that sit deep within our soul and find their way to the 
forefront when we’re still and silent, or when there’s a crisis. Questions that actually drive how 
we live our life, whether we realize it or not. 
     Think of your answer to “Is there a God?” Your answer affects the questions, “What is the 
purpose in life?” “Why do bad things happen?” and “What happens when we die?”
     Contemplating these leads to the question, “Why are there so many religions and can they 

all be true?” Which leads to, “Who is Jesus and what is His message?” and “Is pure Christianity just a religion, or is it 
something else?”
     This summer, Fusion students are working through each of these questions in the video 
series, Gospel Journey Maui. Through video teaching (giving Luke Bossert and other faithful 
teachers a rest) and through discussion, we learn these questions are already answered in the 
Bible.  
     In the Bible. That’s not a cliché or a flippant answer; it’s God’s faithful, reliable truth preserved 
for us.  We Christians have God’s answers at our fingertips, and we must study to embed those 
answers deep in our heart, mind, and soul.  We must “always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 1 Peter 3:15
     Because wrong answers and lack of answers are failing those in the world who do not know 
Jesus Christ as Savior, God is preparing Fusion students, and the rest of us, to share the truth 
with those seeking the right answers to the big questions. 

Big Questions


