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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

    This summer, we’re beginning a new series on Sunday mornings called  
“Foundations.”  It’s going to unpack the core doctrines of the Christian faith. When 
many Christians hear the word “doctrine,” they probably think of heady, theological 
dogma; the kind of thing that theologians spar over and churches split over. This 
reaction is understandable because that’s the way doctrine has been handled in many 
churches. But the true, biblical sense of the word is much more than that.    
     The word that’s often translated “doctrine” in our Bibles is the Greek word   
“didaskalia.” It simply means “teaching” or “instruction.” A point that’s often overlooked, 
however, is that in the biblical context, this teaching is almost always focused on life 
application. It’s not teaching just for the purpose of academic information but for the 
purpose of life transformation. Doctrine should change the way we live.  
     The Apostle Paul underscored this in Titus 2:1 where he wrote, “You must teach what 
is in accord with sound doctrine.” Sound doctrine literally means healthy, wholesome 
teaching. It’s the kind of teaching that promotes growth in godliness and a healthy, 
active, and fruitful spiritual life. Paul then spent the next two chapters explaining what 
this healthy life looks like for men and women in the church.  
     My goal for our series on Foundations is for it to be not only informational but 
highly applicational. So when we consider the doctrine of God and the fact that He’s 
eternal, omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent, and so on, what does this mean for our 
lives now? How should it affect our planning, decision-making, work life, prayer life, 
etc? Even doctrines on end times should have meaning for how we live our lives today.  
This applicational component is the essence of sound doctrine, and it’s what I hope to 
bring out as we work through this series together.  
     Let’s begin praying now that God would do a mighty 
work in our lives as we dig into the bedrock truths of His 
Word and lay a firm foundation for a healthy life in Christ.  

In faith and love,

Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Firm Foundations for Life

     Men of Integrity

Pastors, elders, long-time 
attendees, and newer worshippers 
gathered at the Riverside Men’s  
Conference on May 4th for a 
high-impact day of worship,  
fellowship, and growth. 

(continued on page 2)



Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

(continued from page 1)

     The day started out with a mini version of Recalibrate, the 
monthly men’s Bible study. The conference then kicked off 
with breakfast, followed by worship led by Matt Stalter. 

     The theme for the conference was Instruction on Integrity. 
The men sat under teaching from Jason Custer, Steve Olsen, 
and Matt Strader, who each taught a chapter from Titus 
throughout the day.

     

     During the conference, the men had time for individual 
reflection on the teaching and participated in group  
discussions in small groups of three to five. 

     Of course, there were 
also times of fellowship, 
games, and lots of food. 
The day wrapped up with 
an evening of barbecue, 
bocce, and a bonfire. 

     

     Gentlemen, if you missed this conference, it’s not too late 
to get involved with the men’s ministry. Jump into one of the 
weekly Bible studies or visit Recalibrate on the first Saturday 
of the month. See you there!

Men of IntegrItyfaMIly ProfIle 
   Meet the Phillips

Rich & Maureen

 

Favorite Hangout 
Rich: Colorado River in the Grand Canyon 
Maureen: My quilting room
Favorite Movie
Rich: Jeremiah Johnson
Maureen: Driving Miss Daisy
Favorite Book
Rich: Early Tom Clancy
Maureen: Historical fiction by Jane Kirkpatrick 
Favorite Game  
Rich: Risk
Maureen: L,R,C

Favorite Quote  
Rich: “Ah, yes, the joys of home ownership.”  
(Rich Phillips)
Maureen: “Done is better than perfect.” (Every quilter  
I know)
Three words that best describe your family
Growing old together
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
At home, reading or watching TV
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
We met Paul and Debra at a rehearsal dinner for a  
wedding. One year later, after just one visit, we knew 
that God was directing us to become a part of RCC. 
We’ve been here for two years.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Rich: Size and warmth
Maureen: Preaching and caring environment
Kids’ names and ages
Tom, 51
Steven, 45
Katie, 40



By Dave Cameron

     Joined by a few newcomers, 
our worship team members 
met on Saturday May 11th 
for our semi-annual worship 
workshop. 

     Our purpose was to  
improve both our skills and our 
approach to leading  
Sunday morning worship.  

     Jason led a short devotion  
to start our Saturday, reminding 
us of using our skills for God’s 
purpose. We discussed several 
topics on being prepared and 
how important that is to worship. 

     Being prepared helps each leading member to enjoy 
worshipping with our congregation. We must also consider 
the situations of our congregation and visitors as they come 
each Sunday with the distractions from the week. Our desire 
is to help everyone focus and point them to Christ in musical 
worship and praise.

     We worked on two 
new songs in this 
workshop. We rotated 
team members and 
newcomers to give 
everyone experience 
playing with other 
members, working 
through these songs 
and getting a feel for 
the environment.      
   

     Our worship team 
members are so 
diverse, and mixing 
the combinations of 
people always brings 
a different element of 
adjustment. This keeps 
the worship ministry 
very interesting week 
to week for us.

     The ultimate goal is to prepare our skills as a team, and, 
more importantly, our own hearts, so worship of God each 
Sunday can be excellent for our whole congregation.

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
July 
• 6 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 6 Jason Custer & Katie Reichard wedding @ church 
• 13-20 Diamond Willow Trip

In SPIrIt and In truth
By Donna Netzley

     On Saturday, May 
18th, the church 
building was filled 
with oohs and 
aahs as Ima Wright 
opened adorable 
gift after adorable 
gift at her baby 
shower. 

     Hosted by LATTE, the event was a great time celebrating Ima 
and her baby and showering them both with love. 

     Debra Sommerfeld 
blessed Ima by sharing 
a wonderful analogy of 
parenting with the use 
of three simple shower 
gifts: a pacifier, a nursing 
cover, and a CD of Bible 
verses. 
     Of course, the shower 
also included delicious 
dessert. Whoever said 

you can’t have cake before lunch was obviously wrong, as  
evidenced by the amount of cake that was devoured. 

     The event culminated with tears from the mom-to-be as she 
shared from her heart how difficult it is for her to let others do 
things for her and how blessed she was in allowing the women 
of RCC to throw this shower for her.                 

     For everyone involved, it was an opportunity to live out the 
blessings that are enjoyed when we “serve one another  
humbly in love” (Galatians 5:13).

faMIly growth



37 W 130 Crane Road
St. Charles, IL 60175
(630)443-7442
www.rccstc.org

   

     Sometimes everything goes exactly according to plan. Other times, something entirely 
unexpected happens and changes the entire course and feel of the night. That’s one thing 

I’ve learned about Fusion: it’s never exactly what I expect it will be - and that’s a good thing.

     Typically, after our discussion groups, some of the students will stay around in the gym to talk, play some basket-
ball or throw a football, and just generally hang out in an unstructured way. Usually, it’s pockets of people - everyone 
doing their own thing in smaller groups. But last month, I found something unexpected when I entered the gym. 

     One of the students had thrown a paper airplane, and it had stuck in one of the wire cages on the ceiling. Without 
any discussion, planning, or words at all, nearly every student and leader banded together and made it their personal  
mission to knock down the paper airplane. A flurry of motion ensued as dodgeballs were thrown from every angle, 
each person hoping their projectile would be the one to dislodge the airplane. There was a silent camaraderie - a  
single-minded passion that caught hold of everyone instinctively. A people rising up to 
meet a unified challenge; a people on a mission. It couldn’t have been planned any better.

     That night I saw how something so small can cause such unity. I found myself caught up 
in the mission too. I think that is a small picture of what Christianity is about - a few  
people catching the vision of Christ’s mission of bringing life to the world, and it  
spreading like wildfire, often where you least expect it. My prayer is that this would happen 
at Fusion - that the students (and leaders) would become people who are unified around 
loving God and loving others so that it becomes their one consuming passion and draws 
others in. 

- Pastor Jason

(P.S. We eventually got the airplane down with a pole after 20-30 minutes.)

Unexpected Unity


