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     One of the mega-themes of human history has been the battle of good and evil.  
We see it all around us – in our history books, our newspapers, our literature, and our 
entertainment. It’s so prevalent that even atheists consider it to be a universal part of 
the human condition. But if you’re a follower of Jesus Christ, you don’t have to look to 
history or Hollywood to see this battle played out. It’s going on within you. You have 
two warring factions – the old nature and the new nature, and they’re vying for control 
of your life.   
     Galatians 5:17 says, “For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so 
that you do not do what you want.”  In the verses that follow, Paul lays out two  
opposing results:  the “acts of the sinful nature” and the “fruit of the Spirit.”  The  
outcome depends on which of your two natures has the upper hand in controlling 
you.  
     If we’re going to loosen sin’s grip on us and win the battle over our old nature, we 
need to feed the Spirit and starve the flesh. Paul writes, “So I say, live by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature,” (Galatians 5:16). This means  
cultivating our relationship with God and yielding to the control of His Spirit. It’s the 
only way that our new nature will grow stronger and overpower our old nature.   
     Paul tells us this battle for self-control begins in our minds.  “Those who live  
according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires,” (Romans 8:5). We must choose to saturate our minds with thoughts of God 
and His Word so that we might “be made new in the attitude of our minds,” (Ephesians 
4:23, Psalm 1:1-2). Practically speaking, this might mean changing what we read, what 
we watch on TV, and what we listen to on the radio.   
     Then, as we bring our thoughts into alignment with the Spirit of God, we’ll begin to 
see changes in our desires and affections, and in turn our speech and actions. This is 
the work of the Spirit producing within us the glorious fruit of self-control.  

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Be Fruitful: Self-Control

Welcome!
     In His perfect timing, God has answered our prayer for a Pastor of Family  
Ministries. 

     Riverside is excited to welcome Jason Custer into this role and into our family. 
We praise the Lord for His provision and look forward to seeing the amazing 
things we know He will do through Jason and his ministry at RCC. 

     Learn more about Jason and his fiancé, Katie, in the Family Profile section on 
page 2!



Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

     February 10th marked a special day in the history of  
Riverside Community Church: the installation of our new 
Pastor of Family Ministries, Jason Custer.  
     As he took on the role of  
shepherding the family of Riverside, 
Jason reminded us that we are all  
under the care of The Good  
Shepherd. During the worship time, 
Jason led the congregation in a song 
inspired by Psalm 23.                                                          

     For this special occasion, Riverside 
also welcomed a special guest speaker. 
Robert Bell, who worked with Jason for 
over a year in ministry in Scotland, was 
delighted to be at Riverside to be a part 

of the momentous event. Robert encouraged Jason and the 
congregation with a message from 2 Timothy 4:1-8. As the 
apostle Paul shared his heart with Timothy, so Robert shared 
with Jason, charging him to faithfully fill his role at Riverside. 
He urged Jason to discharge all the duties of his ministry and 
reminded the congregation to do the same: to preach the 
word, protect the word, and passionately fulfill their ministry.

     

     After the message, Paul led Jason through a series of  
commitments to install him as pastor at Riverside. Jason 
spoke words of commitment to the Lord and the church 
family, and the congregation pledged promises back to him. 
Robert, Paul, and the rest of the elders then prayed over 
Jason and his new role. 

     Following the service, 
 everyone gathered in the 
gym for a reception to  
welcome Jason and celebrate 
God’s provision of our new 
pastor. 

“I GIve You ThIs CharGe”FamIlY ProFIle 
   Meet Jason & Katie

Jason Custer
Katie Reichard

 

Favorite Hangout 
Anywhere in nature, especially if it involves hiking
Favorite Movie
Jason: The Tree of Life;  Katie: La La Land
Favorite Book
Jason: Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis
Katie: The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom
Favorite Game
Jason: Agricola;  Katie: Splendor
Favorite Quote  
Jason: “The place God calls you to is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.” - Frederick Buechner
Katie: “I have heard of some good old woman in a 
cottage, who had nothing but a piece of bread and a 
little water. Lifting up her hands, she said as a blessing, 
“What! All this, and Christ too?”  - Charles Spurgeon 
Three words that best describe your (soon to be)
family
Introspective, relational, artistic
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Wedding planning… or taking a break from wedding 
planning by watching a Marvel Cinematic Universe 
movie.
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Jason found out about the Pastor of Family ministries 
position and applied. We’ve been consistently  
attending for about two months now.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Jason & Katie: Right from the beginning, everyone has 
been so warm and welcoming.  
Katie: The Pastor of Family Ministries is pretty cute, too. 
Wedding Date
July 6, 2019



By Kelly Jaros

     The Service Sunday Ministry Expo on February 17th was a big 
success - even with the surprise snow storm! The Expo provided 
lots of opportunities to explore, including Refuge for Women, 
Lazarus House, Beautiful U Ministries, The Forgotten Initiative, Safe 
Families for Children, Fox Valley Christian Action, Kane County Jail 
Bible Study Ministries, and, of course, Riverside.

     We received a lot of 
positive feedback about the 
event. Many people had 
been feeling a call to be more 
involved here at church or to 
serve in some way but didn’t 
know where to start or what 
to do. 

     Many people said they didn’t know there was a need in our  
community or with what organization they could get involved. 
Expo attendees appreciated the opportunity to find out more 
about organizations that have Christian roots and that seek to  
provide both physical help and hope in Jesus to the people they 
serve. 

     People signed up to get 
involved with every ministry 
represented. For those 
unable to attend the Expo,  
each organization left  
information about their  
ministries. These documents  
are available in the church 
office. 

     
     We also filled 21 ministry 
spots at Riverside! Even more 
took home ministry cards to 
pray about where they can 
serve. 

     God is doing big things in our community and at Riverside. 
There are still plenty of ways to get involved if you, too, want to say, 
“Yes, God, I am willing.”

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 

Galatians 5:13

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
March 
• 29-30 LATTE Craft Event @ church

April 
• 6 Fusion Formal 
• 6 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 7 Spring Potluck 11:30 am-12:30 pm @ church 
• 10 Ladies of Literature 10 am-12 pm @ church 
• 19 Good Friday Service 7 pm 
• 21 Easter Sunday 
• 28 Mission Conference 12-3 pm @ church

Called To serve
     The night couldn’t have been any sweeter.  
Love was in the air – laced with sugar – as couples gathered 
to enjoy sweets with their sweethearts. Held at the church on 
February 9th, the Men of Acts Date Night provided an evening 
rich in treats and relationship building. 

     As couples entered the church, they 
were greeted by a vase of roses, with 
instructions for each man to present 
his wife with one of the sweet flowers. 
Beyond this, an incredible spread of 
delicious Valentine and movie-themed 
treats awaited. 

     Couples dove into desserts and conversation for a sweet 
time of fellowship. After many donuts and cookies were 
consumed, popcorn and a movie were next on the agenda. 

     Everyone made their way into the two-screen “theater” to 
watch the film, Like Arrows. This sweet movie tells the story of a 
couple whose challenging lives as parents are transformed by 
the Lord, leading them to start an incredible family legacy of 
faith and love.

     After the movie, couples enjoyed 
more time connecting with each  
other and their fellow movie-goers 
(and some partook in round two of 
desserts). At the end of the night, 
couples left with goodie bags in 
their hands and smiles on their faces. 

one sweeT nIGhT
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     They say that within seven seconds of meeting a person you will already develop a strong 
impression of who they are and what they are like. First impressions matter: they form the basis 
for everything else you learn about people. At church and at Fusion, how we first interact with a 
person can color our entire relationship with them - for good or for bad.

Here are some of my first impressions of Fusion as a whole and the students and leaders involved. 
1. They play well together: My first time at Fusion, we circled up inside a makeshift table perimeter to play a 

lively game of “Gaga Ball” where people of all ages and skill levels participated.
2. They come to serve: Students are leading games, leading worship, leading in prayer, and not just consuming 

but actually involved in the ministry themselves.
3. They dive deep into God’s Word: Students listen attentively and follow along in their open Bibles as they 

hear teaching from Ephesians and pray through Scripture together.
4. They learn from each other: In discussion groups after the teaching, students and leaders share what God is 

teaching them and open up about their daily lives as they apply God’s Word together.
5. They stay after to fellowship: Even after the official program has ended, students and leaders stick around 

to build relationships and interact with each other more.

     My first impressions have been encouraging, and I am excited to see even 
more growth through Fusion as the year progresses. In Ephesians (which 
we’ve been studying on Wednesdays), Paul mentions his first impressions 
about the church, and my hope for Fusion is that they also would be known 
“for [their] faith in the Lord Jesus and [their] love for all God’s people”  
(Ephesians 1:15, NIV). That’s a great first impression.                       - Pastor Jason

First Impressions


