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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

 I’m delighted to see the return of our newsletter, and I want to thank Kerry 
Nenn for her work in coordinating this. The newsletter is a helpful way for our church 
body to stay informed, remain connected, and to celebrate what God is doing in the 
life of our church. 
 Over the next several issues, I want to focus my article on the fruit of the Spirit.  
Jesus said, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance,” (Matthew 3:8). What is this fruit 
and how can we produce it? In short, spiritual fruit is Christ-likeness in our lives. It’s the 
product of a life that is controlled by the Spirit.   
 The Bible makes it clear that everyone who places his or her faith in Jesus 
Christ immediately receives the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Then, through 
the work of the Spirit, we can be transformed from our old, sinful nature into the  
character of Jesus Christ.   
 Galatians 5:22 lists the evidence, or “fruit,” of this ongoing transformation. It’s 
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self- 
control.”  These stand in direct contrast to the acts of the sinful nature, or “works of the 
flesh,” which are listed in Galatians 5:19-21. 
 How do we become fruitful in our Christian faith? First, we have to realize that 
the Holy Spirit does not automatically produce this fruit in us. We must cooperate with 
the Spirit and make every effort to pursue it (2 Peter 1:5-6). Then we must choose  
moment-by-moment to live according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh  
(Galatians 5:16).    
 Living according to the Spirit begins by understanding the Spirit’s will for our 
lives and then drawing upon His power to live it out. God freely gives us both the 
insight and the power to do this, but (and here’s where many people fail) – we must 
pursue it.  We must pursue it through the exercise of spiritual disciplines, especially the 
study of God’s Word and prayer. It’s through these tools that the Spirit reveals the will 
of God and empowers the child of God to live according to it.  
 We’ll look more closely at the various forms of spiritual fruit in the months 
ahead. Together, let’s strive to live a life that is increasingly fruitful, to the glory of God.    

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This Newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

Be Fruitful

Let’s Renovate and Revitalize!
Sporting hard hats featuring the Pave the Way logo, the RCC  
campaign committee announced plans to raise funds for future 

ministry at Riverside. The team outlined a two-year campaign that will address 
several critical areas of need. The big-ticket item on the list: resurfacing the parking lot.

     As outlined during the announcement on April 8th, the goal of Pave the Way is two-
fold. First, we want to demonstrate good stewardship in caring for the property God 
has provided. Second, the campaign will help prepare the campus for continued use 
in serving and reaching our community with the good news of the Gospel.
(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1)
Rebecca Strader, member of the Pave the Way task force, is 
excited to move forward with the campaign. She explains, 
“As an architect, I love creating places for people to live and 
work and worship, and doing it in a way that makes this 
world a little bit better. I want to do work that helps us to 
honor God in how we use His creation and enjoy His beauty. 
I’m thrilled to help with Pave the Way as a way to show our 
trust in God with this building He has given to us. I want to 
help take care of it and make improvements so that all who 
come through our doors feel welcomed and loved and can 
focus on God and worshipping Him.”

Other members of the task force include Wayne Bernahl, Pak 
Lam, Dan Larsen, Jerry Lietza, Bob Schuldt, and Tom Vislisel.

This well-equipped team is making every effort to find the 
most cost effective and long-lasting solutions to address 
current and future ministry needs. The funds raised during 
Pave the Way are designated for eight critical areas:

• Roof maintenance
• Window repair
• Audio visual upgrades
• Bathroom remodeling

• HVAC maintenance
• Parking lot resurfacing
• Interior lighting
• Exterior lighting

The Riverside Community Church family can participate in 
this effort by praying for the project, donating money or 
assets, and/or volunteering time to the renovations. RCC 
will also be offering educational opportunities to study and 
implement financial stewardship throughout the campaign. 

The task force is available to answer questions in person or 
via email through pavetheway@rccstc.org.

Pave The WayFamily ProFile 
   Meet the Clesen Family

Jim & Paula
Heidi (10), Jordyn (10 - older by 1 minute)

 

Favorite Hangout 
Paula and Jim’s: Cool Cat Café, Lahaina, HI
Family: Wherever we are together having fun.
Favorite Movie
Jim: Monty Python’s Holy Grail; Paula: The Godfather 
Jordyn: The White Pony; Heidi: Lilo and Stitch
Favorite Book
Jim: Green Eggs and Ham; Paula: Little Dog, Lost by 
Marion Dane Bauer
Jordyn: I Hate that Cat; Heidi: Pugs of the Frozen North
Favorite Game
Jim: Mille Bornes; Paula: Trouble
Jordyn: Apples to Apples; Heidi: Monopoly
Favorite Quote  
Jim: “We are the music makers, we are the dreamers of 
dreams”- Arthur O’Shaunessy
Paula:  “Put down the gun, take the cannoli” – Godfather
Jordyn: “You can only create what you can imagine”- 
Sukhinder Singh Cassidy
Heidi: “Any girl can be glamorous. All you have to do is 
stand still and look stupid”- Hedy Lamarr
Three words that best describe your family
Jim: Blessed, God-Loving, Caring;  Paula: Thoughtful, 
Learning, Musical;  Jordyn: Funny, Christian, Loving; 
Heidi: Funny, Loving, Goofballs
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Home, relaxing from a hectic week.  Saturdays are 
either movie night or a night of family games.
How did you hear about RCC?  How long have you 
been attending?  
My brother, Doug Bauder, and his lovely wife Kris. We 
have been attending RCC for about 2½ years
In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
No membership. It is entirely a community of Christ: A 
community filled with Grace and understanding. Hon-
est, respectful conversations about helping each other 
in our walks with Christ. The free, no-strings-attached 
help that everyone gives freely to help enlightening 
each of our paths, all of which he has prepared for us.  
There is no sense of rushing in, only looking to rush out. 
And if you need to rush out...the understanding.



If you’ve been around Riverside for a while, you probably 
remember these get-togethers as the Super Supper Shuffle. 
Renamed and re-launched this spring, Friendship Dinners 
are bringing the Riverside family together once again.

Maureen Hughes-Phillips, who helped revive this tradition, 
explains, “Riverside Friendship Dinners is a wonderful way 
to get to know other members of our Riverside family.  All 
adults, whether single or married, are invited and 
encouraged to sign up. 

Each session, 7-8 people are 
assigned to a group that will 
meet four times over several 
months for a meal and a fun 
evening of fellowship. Hosting 
the evening rotates among 
the participants, and each host 
may choose to have a meal in 
their home or suggest a 
restaurant. The emphasis is not 
so much on the food, but on 
the opportunity to grow friendships 
and enjoy time together. 

Rich and I have enjoyed getting to know the people in our 
group and developing friendships.  It is so nice to get to 
know other family members as more than a name in the 
church directory!  

Being a part of a group has 
enhanced our enjoyment 
of being members of
Riverside Community 
Church.”

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25
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Upcoming Events
           
May
• 9  Ladies of Literature 7pm @ Jen Schuldt’s home
• 12  Spring Cleaning Service Day 8am-12pm @ church
• 13  Pave the Way Opportunity Sunday

June
• 2  Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church
• 16  The Forgotten Initiative-Journey Bags
            & Phil’s Friends-Cards for Cancer Patients 
            9-11am @ church
• 15-16  Family Camping Trip; Richard Bong  
                 State Recreation Area, Kansasville, WI

Watch for updates on Sundays for Summer Serving 
opportunities at the church and in the community 

throughout the summer months.

FriendshiP dinners Family GroWTh
Spring Nuptial

On April 21, the RCC family celebrated with Paul and Debra 
Sommerfeld as their daughter, 
Amber, wed Brayton Hackbarth. 

Child Dedications

Five families participated in the 
child dedication ceremony on April 
22. Parents brought their little ones 
before the congregation to commit 
to bringing their children up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. Regular RCC attendees 
lost their usual seats as friends and family filled the rows to 
witness this joyous occasion.   

 Alejandro Mendoza 
 Cormac Jeffrey 
 Parker Murphy                      

                                Elliott Harms 
                Amos Ritchie
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by Debra Sommerfeld

The young ladies were arrayed in modest formal dress; the young men had showered, 
used deodorant, and were fitted with suit coats and ties - it was the Fusion Formal 2018! 

The evening was filled with food, speakers, and dancing. Adult volunteers from Riverside 
blessed the students by serving as waitpersons, as at a formal dining restaurant. Nathan 
Forgille and Luke Bossert spoke of the importance of giving oneself fully to the Lord and 
learning to follow His ways while in school, before leaving for college or the workplace.  

Each graduating student - Hayden Murphy, Alan Mendoza, Cage Souza, Julia Netzley, 
Kaytlyn Albers, and Reiney Scull - was recognized and encouraged by an adult mentor.

A ballroom dance instructor helped the students (and 
adults) learn some fancy footwork to songs with  
pre-approved lyrics. Partners changed regularly (well, 
except for Pastor Paul, who consistently sought the hand 
of Mrs. Sommerfeld), and there were smiles all around.  

The Fusion Formal is a memorable event, celebrating what God has done in the lives of Fusion students, and 
looking to what He has in store for the future.

Fusion Formal 2018


