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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

     When I was a child growing up, my family would pray a simple table prayer before 
dinner: “God is great. God is good. Let us thank Him for our food. Amen.” I said it so 
many times that I seldom thought about the words. But looking back, God’s greatness 
is very different than His goodness. His greatness speaks of His superior power,  
reputation and ability. But His goodness speaks of His moral character. We tend to 
think of “good” as mediocre – not great, but not bad either. But God’s definition of 
good is blameless; righteous; morally perfect.   
     It’s incredible to think that God is all-powerful, and at the same time He’s all-good. 
With mankind, the more greatness we have, the less likely we are to be “good.” You’ve 
probably heard the saying, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 
You will seldom see greatness and goodness in the same person. But the human  
condition is even worse than that. Jesus said, “No one is good except for God,” (Luke 
18:19).   
     This brings us to the sixth fruit of the Spirit, which is “goodness.” Goodness refers to 
more than just character. It’s the actions that flow from that character. You can think of 
it as “doing good.” Now if no one is good but God, how can we exercise goodness? We 
can’t on our own, at least not in a way that’s pleasing to the Lord. But as we walk  
obediently with Christ, His goodness will flow through us. It’s produced by His  
presence within us. That’s why it’s called a fruit of the Spirit. Ephesians 2:10 says that 
we are “created in Christ to do good works…” And so 1 Peter 3:11 says that we “must 
turn from evil and do good.”   
     Since goodness is an action toward others, it must begin by putting others’ needs 
before our own. In every situation, we should consider, “What can I do that would  
benefit them? How can I do good to them?” Maybe it’s a spoken word. Maybe it’s an 
act of service. Or maybe it’s a sacrificial gift. We have so many opportunities through-
out the day to do good, and God exhorts us to exercise goodness.   
     The Apostle Paul summed it up this way in Galatians 6:10: “Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers.” What he’s saying is, “Let’s be fruitful in goodness.” 
In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Be Fruitful: Goodness

We Love You, Sommerfelds!
     Pastor Appreciation Sunday was October 14th, and the  
Riverside family has much to appreciate! 

     Paul and Debra were honored during the morning service 
with a short presentation, and many desserts were consumed 
during the after-service celebration of this incredible couple.     
Praise God for all He is doing through them! Let us recommit 
ourselves to faithfully praying for our pastor and his family as we 
give thanks to God for the wonderful work He is accomplishing  
through the Sommerfelds.
 



Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

by Rebecca Strader

     On Saturday, October 
27th, the women of Riverside 
gathered for the day to sit at 
the feet of Jesus and be in our 
Father God’s presence. We 
were blessed beyond measure 

by Deb Brown’s teaching and sharing on scripture-fed,  
spirit-led, worship-based prayer.  
     We started at the “Base Camp” 
and then began climbing and 
praying. We climbed with a 
song in our hearts and God’s 
words ringing in our ears. 

 

     Through Exodus, Ezekiel, 
Daniel and Ephesians, we 
saw how we are called to love 
God’s people as He does and 
stand in the gap created by 
sin as intercessors, connecting 

God’s almighty heavenly power to the earthly circumstances 
and people around us. Instead of continually asking God to 
direct us to work to be done, we learned that prayer IS the 
work. 

     After seeing “why” we are 
to pray, we focused on “how,” 
through the instructions of Jesus 
himself. Deb gave us practical 
prompts and patterns, tools and 
techniques, and then we had 
plenty of opportunities to practice. Through Deb’s life  
examples and our wonderful time in prayer with our sisters, 
we were able to gain a peek of the view from the Summit. 

     We basked in the time of truly being with God, and we 
look forward to days ahead where each of us will individually 
go higher and higher in our relationship with our personal 
Lord and Savior.                                              
     Did you miss it or want to experience it again? If you 
would like to view the slides or get a copy of the video from 
the Prayer Summit, please contact Jon Christensen or  
Rebecca Strader.              
    

Bowing HeadsFamily ProFile

   Meet the Olson Family
Doug & Jill

Rebekah, Aaron, Anna

 

Favorite Hangout 
Home
Favorite Movie
Any Star Wars (especially the original 3)
Favorite Book
We love anything by Rick Riordan. Since we drive a  
distance for everything, the kids and Jill listen to  
audiobooks in the car. Right now, we’re working 
through the Mysterious Benedict Society. Rebekah also 
enjoys The Hunger Games, and Jill loves most any book. 
Her favorites would be too numerous to count! 
Favorite Game
Doug & Jill: Ticket to Ride
Rebekah: Monopoly; Aaron: Chess; Anna: Life
Favorite Quote  
“Do or do not, there is no try.” – Yoda
Three words that best describe your family
Not Morning People
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Home, either as a family or with friends
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
We’ve known people who attend or have attended for 
a while. We came for a wedding and have attended 
since. We’ve been attending since the beginning of 
June.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
The theology and teaching are great, but we also really 
feel welcomed and at home at RCC.
Kids:
Rebekah, 15
Aaron, 12
Anna, 9 (almost 10)



     “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42 

                                                                             

     Riverside families broke bread together during our annual 
Harvest Dinners on Sunday, October 28th. Several host  
families opened up their homes and provided welcoming 
atmospheres to cultivate community in the church body.
Dinner attendees enjoyed delicious food and engaging  
conversation. It was a meaningful time of fellowship for  
everyone involved. Participants had great things to say about 
the experience: 

“My first time doing this and  
I’m so glad I came.” 

“I can’t wait until our next 
harvest dinner and feel so  
blessed to be a part of this  
family at Riverside.”

“This was a great opportunity and blessing to learn the 
stories behind the faces and what makes them who they are. 
Today was a manifestation of God’s intent in community, and 
I’m thankful God is good and doing wonders. Not to mention 
the delicious food and impeccable hospitality.”

“Rick and Maribeth were so welcoming and made us feel just 
like family. The meal was amazing! What a wonderful way 
to meet our brothers and sisters in an intimate and casual 
setting, sharing a meal like the early church.”

“We had so much fun! It was great meeting the new people 
that I have missed greeting. We are so grateful for the  
blessing that went on at the Harvest Dinner. All Glory to 
God!”

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
November 
• 11 SSS 2-4 pm @ Chris Bolliger’s home 
• 14 LOL 10-11:30 am @ Jen Schuldt’s home 
• 16-17 LATTE Craft Event @ church 
December 
• 1 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 1 Christmas Banquet 5-8:30 pm @ church 
• 15 All-Church Christmas Caroling  
• 16 Family Christmas Worship Service 
• 24 Christmas Eve Service 7 pm @ church  
 

Breaking Bread
     The RCC Worship Workshop saw musicians and  
technicians gather at the church for a morning of  
listening and learning on 
October 13th.  
     After a time of fellow-
ship over snacks and 
coffee, the group started 
the workshop with a devotional. Paul used this time to 
remind everyone that music is just one of many ways to 
worship God and that the quality of the music is not the 
goal, but helping the congregation worship.

     The rest of the workshop saw attendees learning 
about the mechanics of music, participating in jam 
sessions, and practicing various techniques. This was also 
a time for leaders to evaluate prospective worship team 
members. 

     On the tech side of things, Jon Christensen was excited 
to begin working with three enthusiastic prospects. He 
reports, “Rebeca Forbes and Robert Neely will be learning 
how to run the presentation software we use for songs, 
PowerPoints, and movies. Cage Jaros is looking to learn 
my main job of running the mixer. Getting people as 
young as Cage is one of the best things about my  
ministry. The older I get, the more I am aware that,  
without younger people coming in and learning,  
growing, and serving like their older fellow Christians, 
our church will just start to die in place.”

 Jon adds, “After 30+ years doing this, I can  
honestly say I look forward to doing it (almost) every 
week. Even when I don’t really want to go I always  
(always) feel better when it’s done. Come to think of it – 
all things I do for God have that same quality.”

Building Teams
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      We’ve enjoyed mixing things up on Fusion nights – in the discussion groups, that is. The students, 
and even the leaders, don’t quite know who will end up in whose discussion group for the night! Will 
the students be divided as older/younger, guys/girls, by birthdates, by rows, or down the middle of the 
room??? 
     We’ve made some interesting discoveries: 1. The students are all familiar with each other, and they 
enjoy each other. 2. The students are familiar with all the leaders (and they seem to enjoy us too). 3. The 
older students work well with the younger students.      
     Older students give examples of how they walk with the Lord in 

difficult situations and how they venture out to stand up for their faith with questioning 
friends. They acknowledge the younger students’ questions, explain things biblically, and 
define unfamiliar doctrinal words, so that puzzled looks change to understanding. They 
encourage the younger students in game time and give them pointers for throwing those 
dodgeballs just as hard as they can. They honestly talk about things they are struggling 
with and share how God answers tough questions.  
     So often during the school years, students are divided into similar age groups. In 
Fusion, the younger students truly benefit from observing the older students’ walk of 
faith! We pray they all can say (Psalm 71:17), “Since my youth, God, you have taught 
me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds,” starting with declaring His  
marvelous deeds to their younger friends at Fusion!                                                              
                                                                                                                               – Mrs. Sommerfeld

Mixing It Up


