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By Pastor Paul Sommerfeld 

     I’ve always enjoyed the story of an American missionary couple who returned to 
the United States by ship after several decades of faithful service in Africa. On board 
with them was Teddy Roosevelt, returning from a hunting trip in Africa. He received VIP 
treatment during the voyage, and upon arrival in New York City, a crowd and a band 
had gathered. When he walked down the gangplank, music and loud applause 
greeted him as his motorcade whisked him away.  

Then quietly, with no fanfare, no attention, and no music, the missionary couple 
walked arm in arm down the gangplank, taking their �rst steps on American soil in 
over 30 years. After some silence, the husband turned to his wife and said, ‘Honey, it 
doesn’t seem right after all these years that we would have nobody to greet us while 
that man got such a grand reception.”  The wife put her arms around her husband and 
gently reminded him, “But honey, we’re not home yet.”  

What a beautiful reminder as this wife gently directed her husband’s attention from 
the present to the eternal. He had become discouraged as he re�ected on their  
present circumstances. They had made so many sacri�ces to serve the Lord and others, 
and it seemed to go unnoticed. It seemed so unfair.  

The psalmist Asaph felt the same way. He wrote, “Surely in vain have I kept my heart 
pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence,” (Psalm 73:13). He wondered if a 
life of faith is really worth it. Maybe you feel the same way at times when you see the 
pleasure and prosperity of unfaithful people. They seem to have more fun, more free 
time, and more �nancial liberty. Meanwhile, you might be struggling just to get by.  
Asaph soon realized that the destiny of the unfaithful would be destruction and his 
own destiny would be glory in the presence of the Lord. Like the missionary husband, 
he received a gentle reminder of eternity.    

Sometimes we need that reminder too. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up,” Galatians 6:9. I want to encourage you to keep serving the Lord faithfully with your 
eyes �xed on eternity. And when life feels unfair, remember:  We’re not home yet.  
In faith and love,
Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

We’re Not Home Yet

In the Name of the Father...
     Sunday, August 11th marked a special day on the calendar of Riverside 
Community Church. That afternoon, RCC gathered to celebrate the baptism 
of two of our family members. 

     Elijah Wolfe and Lynne Noren each shared their personal testimonies. 
While their experiences are quite di�erent, their stories both led to the 
same conclusion: God showed up in amazing ways in their lives and drew 
them to Him. Now they can both proclaim their salvation in Christ, and 
were excited to follow Him in obedience by professing their faith and being 
baptized. How blessed we are as a family to share in this experience!  
Thank you, God for the work you’re doing to build your Church!



Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

“Go Unto All the World...”

     Over the last several months, the 
Riverside family had the opportunity 
to reconnect with one of our 
missionary families while they were 
on Home Assignment. 

     Joel, Mandi, and their three  
children spent the time Resting, Re-connecting, and  
Re-tooling (the “3 R’s of Home Assignment”) to prepare  
for another term of service in South Asia.  

     Joel reported, “We traveled quite a bit to visit family, 
friends, and supporters in several di�erent states, and it has 
been a joy to see how God has continued to be at work here 
in all of your lives in the US, as we’ve been able to share how 
God has been at work in our lives on the other side of the big 
pond. We are so thankful for the many faithful prayer  
warriors and �nancial supporters who have helped sustain 
us on the �eld this last term.” 

     The family has embarked on another 2-3 year term of life 
and ministry in South Asia. For their send-o�, the rest of the 
RCC family bathed them in prayer. 

     Joel and Mandi’s requests include prayer for God’s grace; 
that His strength might be magni�ed in their weaknesses.

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is su�cient for you,  
for my power is made perfect in weakness.’”  - 2 Cor 12:9

     Let’s continue to hold this family up in prayer as they 
spread the Good News to the people of South Asia.

“Make Disciples...”

     As our missionary family set out to make disciples across 
the globe, RCC kicked o� another ministry season to disciple  
here in St. Charles. 

     These opportunities are numerous this fall, as men’s,  
women’s and mixed-group studies launch. Are you part of 
one yet? Don’t miss the chance to disciple and be discipled. 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”  
- Proverbs 27:17

     Dig into God’s word and connect with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ by joining one of the many groups that 
would love to have you in their fellowship:

• Recalibrate - First Saturday of the month - Nehemiah
• Men of Acts - Sundays or Wednesdays - Life of David
• Women’s Impact Bible Study - Monday mornings or  

evenings - Revelation
• LATTE Bible Study - Thursday mornings - Various topics
• Home Bible Study Fellowships - Sun, Tues, Thurs, and 

Friday night groups available 

     To join a group or get more info, please see Barb Wilson.

MINISTRY KICK-OFFS AT HOME & ABROADFAMILY PROFILE
Meet Lynne Noren

Favorite Hangout 
Fox Chase Farms where my mini horse lives

Favorite Movie
Steel Magnolias

Favorite Book
Homer’s Odyssey (not the classic Odyssey - this is a  
current book about a blind wonder cat)

Favorite Game  
Monopoly

Favorite Quote
“Always assume good intent.” - President and CEO of 
PepsiCo 

Three words that best describe your family
Small, Scattered, Close-knit

Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
At the stable with my horse or out for dinner and a 
movie with friends or home chatting with my sisters  
on the phone.

How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
I heard about RCC from Larry and Susan Zimmer who 
are dear friends.  I have been attending since May of 
2017.

In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
I love the size and the fact that the congregation is 
multi-generational. It is a growing, active church and is 
a great place for Christians of all ages!

Kids’/Pets names and ages
1 horse - Allie Cat - 11 years old  & 3 cats who are all 11 
years old - Patrick, Armani, and Houdini



By Kelly Jaros

     This summer, the Children’s 
Ministry piloted a summer 
outreach program called 
Neighborhood Bible Clubs. Five 
week-long Bible clubs were 
hosted at 4 di�erent locations 
throughout the summer. The 
Schambach, Je�rey, Jaros, and 
Sommerfeld families opened their homes and allowed local 
kids to attend a VBS right in their neighborhoods.

     Clubs were very similar to a traditional 
VBS; we opened with music and prayer, 
had a craft station, games station, large 
group lesson, and missionary story, and 
we closed with more songs and prayer. 

     A total of 45 kids attended over the 
summer, and some of those were kids 
that have never been to church before! 

     Some of the goals we achieved were 
sharing the gospel in our communities 
and serving the Lord together as
families - each person committing their 
time and talents to make clubs successful. 
Kids were given the opportunity to be 
missionaries in their schools and  
neighborhoods. 

We hoped we could reach some of the families that 
wouldn’t usually come to church, and we did. One family that 
has never been to church before thought this was great for 
the community and asked us to run this again next summer. 

     If anyone is interested in 
hosting or helping at a Bible Club 
next summer, please see Kelly 
Jaros. 

     You do not need to have 
children to host a club, you just 
need to have a yard in a neigh-
borhood with children. We would 

love for someone to help with the pre-club organizing as 
well. 

     We also need people to pray for this ministry. Please pray 
for the kids that came this summer and for the clubs and kids 
that will come next summer - for eternal impact in their lives.

Our Church: A Family of Friends—Loving God and One Another

Upcoming Events    
September 
• 13 & 14 LATTE Crafting Event @ church 
October 
• 5 Recalibrate - Men’s Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 9 Ladies of Literature 10 am - 12 pm @ church 
• 11 & 12 LATTE Crafting Event @ church

BIBLE CLUBS IN YOUR BACK YARD

By Kelly Jaros

     Over the summer, the Sunday School theme was  
“How to Be a Super-Hero.” We learned what makes 
super-heroes so special, and we realized that even 
though super-heroes are strong, powerful, and brave, 
they all have weaknesses. 

     But our God is prefect. Jesus has all of 
the qualities of super-heroes but none of 
the weaknesses. 

     We learned how God sends his Holy 
Spirit to us when we believe in Jesus, and 
the Spirit empowers us to do great things 
to glorify God. God has a purpose and 
mission for each of us.  

     We also learned that God wants us to 
share the gospel and help those who are 
in need. The Sunday School participated 
in two service projects over the summer. 
We partnered with Fusion and served at 
Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. We 
also collected items and packed eight 
journey bags that will go to kids entering 
the foster care system. 

     Praise God for the work He is doing in 
and through our kids!

SUPER KIDS SERVING A SUPER GOD

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME

     On August 9th, the RCC 
family cheered on the Kane 
County Cougars together 
for a night of fun, fellowship, 
and �reworks. A few die-hard 
fans made it to the end of 
the 11th inning to see the 
home-town team take the 
victory.
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Fusion had the awesome opportunity to serve at Feed My Starving Children recently. 
About 20 Fusion students, leaders, and parents came out (along with others from Riverside) to help pack meals for 
children in Nicaragua and Haiti. We helped back a total of 75 boxes of meals that will provide enough food for 44 
children for an entire year. 

     It was great to see everyone working together to pack as many meals as 
possible. Everyone donned hairnets, dove into their speci�c roles, and packed 
as e�ciently as possible (we even had our own cheer) - and we had fun doing 
it. Afterward, we learned why we packed meals, where they were going, and 
then prayed for the meals and for the children who would be receiving these 
meals. 

     1 John 3:17-18 says, “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother 
or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 
person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions 
and in truth.” 

     Fusion got an opportunity to show love in a very practical way as they gave 
of their time (and also money) to provide meals for those in need. Our hope is 
that we become people who serve because we want to show the love of God 
and live it out for others in real, tangible ways by our actions and our words.
                                                                                                                                                                             
- Pastor Jason

Serving Together




