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     We often hear the terms “short-tempered,” “hot-tempered,” or “quick-tempered,” 
but have you ever heard someone referred to as “long-tempered”? That’s actually one 
of the fruits of the Spirit. It’s usually translated “patience” or “long-suffering,” but it 
comes from the compound of two words, “long” and “tempered.” A good definition of 
long-tempered is one who is able to accept or tolerate delays, problems, or suffering 
without becoming annoyed or anxious.   
     There’s no question that life is moving faster than ever, yet as our society advances 
and we’re able to do more in less time, we seem to also have less patience. Anything 
longer than three minutes at a drive-thru window seems like forever, and anything  
longer than three seconds on an internet search is “too slow.”   
     Patience might not seem spiritual, but it is. It’s an attribute of God. Love is patient, 
and God is love, which means God is patient. 1 Timothy 1:16 says that Jesus Christ has 
perfect, unlimited patience. And we as believers are called and equipped to be like 
Christ. Colossians 3:12 says, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”   
Patience is part of our Christian witness. 
     So how can we get our hands on this fruit of the Spirit? Wouldn’t it be nice if we 
could just pray, “God, give me patience – right now!” and He would? But God doesn’t 
give patience so much as He develops it. He does this, not by removing all sources of 
delay, trouble, or suffering, but by using them to develop our patience. I’ve found that 
when I learn to exercise patience, God stops sending as many trials my way. (Or at least 
I don’t recognize them as much.) But when I’m short on patience, that’s when I really 
get tested. 
     Here are some thoughts for when your patience is being tested. First, look for God’s 
purpose in it. Does He want to teach me something? Does He want to use me to reach 
someone? Second, remember that God uses every single trial for our good, and so we 
should rejoice in it (James 1:2-4). Every trouble we face, every extra minute we wait, 
every ounce of suffering we bear, is used for our good by our great God.   
     So let’s embrace God’s good purpose, rejoice in our trials, and be fruitful in patience. 
 

In faith and love, Paul
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At Riverside Community Church, we 

believe that when God brings a person 

into a relationship with Himself, He also 

brings him/her into a family relationship 

in the local church. There is more than 

just believing. There is also belonging.

This newsletter is intended to help those 

of us who are part of this church family 

grow in our relationship with God and 

each other. We want to stay in touch 

with one another. We want to share 

what God is doing in our midst.

- Kerry Nenn, Editor

Be Fruitful: Patience

In the Name of the Father...
by Suzy Francis

     One of the grand highlights of the year at RCC is the annual baptism service. On August 
fifth, Torree, Lexie and Reiney Scull, along with Darcey Schlieben and Patricia Neagley,  
publicly testified to the saving work of Jesus Christ in their lives in the company of the  
Riverside church family. A large number of folks braved the heat and humidity to celebrate 
God’s power and grace with these women. Following introductory remarks by Pastor Paul, 
each woman shared her testimony and was baptized. Elizabeth Allen and Dave Cameron led 
the audience in a meaningful song selected by each woman, and then a significant person in 
each woman’s life prayed. A special thanks goes to Jon Christensen for setting up and 
manning the sound system for this meaningful event.   (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
     At every baptism, the testimonies always cause the  
audience to rejoice at God’s work in our body. These  
women praised God for the hope he provided in the face 
of disappointment, strength during illness, forgiveness for 
disobedience, and faithfulness through times of ignorance 
and rebellion. God’s grace, forgiveness and restoration were 
evident in each woman’s story.

 
          
     This year was unusual in that three sisters were baptized 
in the same service. Their father, Brad Scull, assisted in each 
baptism and prayed for each of his daughters. The presence 
of Grandfather Phil Scull, patriarch of his family and patriarch 
of the Riverside church family, was especially meaningful. 
Barb Wilson, Darcey’s longtime friend and mentor, prayed for 
her. Kelly Jaros prayed for her mother Patricia.

 
     
Even though there won’t be another baptism service until 
next summer, these women will remind our body that God is 
present and working at Riverside year-round.

In The name Of The faTher...famIly PrOfIle 
   Meet the Schambach Family

Kirk & Amanda
Judah, Noah, Isaiah

 

Favorite Hangout 
Kirk and Amanda: Home, most restaurants in Geneva
Boys: The park or the pool
Favorite Movie
Amanda: My Big Fat Greek Wedding
Boys: Paw Patrol
Favorite Book
Boys: Llama Llama books, How Do Dinosaurs Eat Their 
Food?
Favorite Game
Kirk and Amanda: Seven Wonders
Boys: Sneaky, Snacky Squirrel
Favorite Quote  
“GOOD GRIEF!” - Charlie Brown
Three words that best describe your family
Curious, Playful, Friendly (aka Judah, Noah, Isaiah)
Where are you on a typical Saturday night? 
Bathing the kids and letting them watch a movie in 
their pj’s
How did you hear about RCC? How long have you 
been attending?  
Since we live in the area, we had often driven past RCC. 
We learned more about it on the website and started 
attending in August, 2016.
In your opinion, what is the best thing about RCC?  
Kirk and Amanda: Sunday services
Boys: Sunday School - they have fun and learn so much 
Kids:
Judah - 5
Noah - 3
Isaiah - 2



     “God is flooding me with His love and mercy and grace. I’m 
just so amazed.” Denise Sommer’s words amidst her battle 
with cancer are a testament to God’s goodness and an  
encouragement to everyone around her. 
     Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2011,  
Denise underwent a double mastectomy 
and was pronounced cancer free. In 2017, 
doctors informed her that the cancer was 
not only back, but it had metastasized, 
spreading to her bones and brain. 
     As she undergoes further treatment and works through 
complications, Denise’s focus is not where the world might 
expect. “I see God’s hand all over this – my family, the cancer,” 
she says. “The majority of the time, I’m at peace and rest. I’m 
at peace and rest with the Lord, and that’s the most  
important thing to me. I don’t always go around saying  
everything’s good. I do wrestle with God. There are things 
that come up that are hard. And, God comes and tells me 
what He wants me to do. Most of the time, it’s to submit 
to Him and trust Him that He has a plan and He’s going to 
accomplish it through all this.”
     Denise recalls one such time after a surgery when her 
doctor was not very optimistic. She admits, “When we were 
talking and planning, I felt like I could die. I had to deal with 
that with God. I had to wrestle with Him, because I didn’t 
want to die. I have five kids and four grandkids and things I 
still want to do. I thought, ‘Who’s going to pray for my kids?’ 
But, God started showing me answers that week. He assured 
me: ‘I am raising up your oldest daughter right now. I’m 
raising up all your kids in different ways, and I can raise up 
the rocks to pray. I can raise up anything to accomplish what 
I want to accomplish.’ Plus, I know my prayers are still out 
there. He knows. I had to remind myself that if I do die, it’s His 
will and He’s going to use it – and I’ll be in a better place.”
     Meanwhile, God continues to encourage Denise with 
signs of hope. She reports, “He gives me so many things that 
say hope on them to remind me. He knows that there are 
things that are discouraging for me, and He wants to keep 
my hopes up. It’s so amazing how God puts people in my 
life to encourage me, too. He gives so much encouragement 
through Himself, His word and His people. It’s just amazing.”    
     “And He’s using me in so many ways. I know it’s him,  
because it’s rippling out to reach others. I can share all kinds
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Upcoming Events   
September 
• 12 LOL 10 am - 12 pm @ Jen Schuldt’s home 
• 22 Men of ACTS Retreat 8:30 am - 5 pm @ church 
• 28-29 LATTE Craft Event @ church 
October 
• 6 Men’s Breakfast Study 7-9 am @ church 
• 14 SSS 2-4pm @ Chris Bolliger’s home 
• 27 LATTE Retreat 10 am - 4 pm @ church

TasTe and see...
of things about the Lord unlike I used to be able to, and 
it’s encouraging others to do the same. It’s so amazing to 
see God work and ripple out from me. I know it’s not me; 
it’s him. I’m not trying to accomplish anything but stay 
alive, but God has been so amazing. He has prepared me 
for this. Not because of something I did, but because of 
something He’s done in me. So, it’s really cool when you 
see it and just know it’s God.”
     One outlet Denise uses for sharing God’s goodness 
is Caring Bridge (www.caringbridge.org). On this web-
site, she posts journal entries about what she is going 
through and shares verses of encouragement for others. 
Denise explains, “I pray every single time I write, because 
I want to write what God wants me to say, so it’s of God 
and not of me, and He’s been helping me and giving me 
things to write about.” 
     Denise confesses that her journey has been “a lot of 
mess.” But, she adds, “I pray a lot. I believe God is  
reconciling all of us. But, it’s not necessarily in the order 
I would pick. I have to wait and watch what God does. I 
focus on his amazing goodness.”

 
    The summer serving series 
continued in August with a trip 
to the Northern IL Food Bank in 
Geneva. This non-profit reaches 
over 70,000 people each week with 
nutritious feeding programs. 

     On the 4th, five of the Riverside 
family teamed up for a morning of 
food-packing at the Geneva location.
Together with other volunteers, the 
crew packed over 1,400 pounds of 
food that will provide more than 
1,100 meals for those in need.

I Was hungry and yOu fed me...
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Ephesians 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 

     We are blessed at Fusion with an amazing blend of students – different schools, ages,  
families, and interests. And yet, the adults of Riverside have noted something: You all are a 
surprisingly cohesive group, friendly and encouraging across the ages and backgrounds,  
readily welcoming new students. That is something very unusual! 

     How can that be? In a world that is continually trying to  
divide us, why do you Fusion students play hard and laugh together in delight as 
friends, rather than in prideful competition and scorn as rivals? Why are you so 
respectful of each other’s opinions as we discuss the issues that cut deep to our 
souls? Why do you know Fusion is a great place to bring friends? 

     We are united by something that goes far beyond what unites any secular group 
– the pursuit of a vibrant relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ! We know God is 
working on each one of us to first get us to the point of surrendering our life to Him, 
and then to mold us to be more and more like Jesus. 

     Yes, we have our difficulties now and then, but we’re willing to give forgiveness 
and grace to each other, because our Savior unites us with His forgiveness and 
grace. Praise God for the variety of students we have at Fusion. Let’s boldly show 
the world where they can find true unity – in Jesus Christ!     – Mrs. Sommerfeld

Unity

End of Summer Water Play Day


