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Soli Deo Gloria

Preface
What Is a Catechism & Why Have One?
Before his ascension to the right hand of the Father, our Lord Jesus commissioned his disciples to advance his Kingdom. Their marching orders
were simple yet monumental: “Disciple all peoples by baptizing them in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…” Fair enough, we might
think. But then he added, “…teaching them to observe all I commanded
you.” That’s a lot of work! We must never be content to lead sinners to
the waters of baptism, hand them a towel, and then abandon them to
their own theological imaginations. Biblically, this is not disciplemaking.
We’re commanded to instruct them in the way of Christ.
Luke tells his reader that he wrote the Gospel of Luke “that you may have
certainty concerning the things you have been taught” (Lk 1:4). And later
in Acts, Luke says that a disciple named Apollos “had been instructed
in the way of the Lord” (Acts 18:24). The Apostle Paul refers to those
who are “taught the word” (Gal. 6:6), and that he desires to “instruct others” (1 Cor. 14:19). The key Greek word in all these examples is katecheo.
So throughout church history, disciples, sometimes called catechumens,

5

The Redeemer Fellowship Catechism

were catechized. Elders took biblical doctrine and distilled it down to a
simple question-and-answer format to be used as a tool for training disciples. We call this tool a catechism.
For parents, we need not wait for our children to come to saving faith and
be baptized before we start to train them in truth and godliness. On the
contrary, we’re told to “bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Or put another way: Catechize your children!

What Is the Origin of the Redeemer Fellowship Catechism?
It’s with joy that the elders of Redeemer Fellowship Church present you
the catechism you now hold in your hands. The roots of this catechism
have a glorious history. In 1647, about 150 Presbyterian and Anglican
leaders comprised the Westminster Assembly, which met over six years
in London and produced a Confession of Faith and the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms. In 1677, Baptist leaders drafted their own Confession of Faith and Catechism to reflect their theological distinctives. It
is upon these two excellent resources that C.H. Spurgeon, pastor of the
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, based his Puritan Catechism (1855)
to train his congregation. Now in the 21st century, we have taken these
older catechisms (as well as making use of several newer resources) and
attempted to make them easier to understand by reworking the language
in places, and have written them from a new covenant perspective. We
trust the Redeemer Fellowship Catechism will serve us all – young and old
alike, new and mature Christian alike – as a community of disciples and
seekers.

incorporate it into your family worship routine – ask your children the
questions and teach them the answers. Read the Scriptures and explain
what the answers mean. These memorized answers will help cultivate in
your children a theology based on God’s word, and will help them evaluate new teachings they hear for the first time (or that they think up in
their own imaginations), which could be at odds with biblical truth. We
even made the typeface a ‘kid-friendly’ size to encourage their own reading of it. The catechism is a starting place, a helpful tool that we pray will
point us all to our ultimate authority in doctrine: the Bible.
We remember and echo the words of our Lord, who exhorted some
mothers and fathers 3,500 years ago:
“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down,
and when you rise.”
(Deut. 6:6-7)
In Gospel Bonds,
The Elders of Redeemer Fellowship Church
Watertown

How Do We Use A Catechism?
There are no rules. As a church, we may incorporate the catechism into

our education ministries. As an individual, make it part of your devotional study routine – pursue the supporting Scripture references that
follow the answers, and test the teaching next to God’s word. As parents,
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Introductory Matters
1. Q: What is man’s primary purpose?

A: Man’s primary purpose is to glorify God and enjoy
Him forever.
(Ps. 73:25, 26; I Cor. 10:31)

2. Q: What authority from God directs us how to glorify and enjoy Him?
A: The only authority for glorifying and enjoying God is
the Bible, which is God’s Word and is made up of the Old
and New Testaments.
(Ps. 19:7-14; Eph. 2:20; Mark 12:18-27; II Tim. 3:16)

3. Q: What does the Bible primarily teach?

A: The Bible primarily teaches what man must believe
about God and what God requires of man.
(2 Tim. 1:13; 3:16; I Cor. 15:3-4; Luke 24:13-49; I Tim.
1:15; John 5:38-47)

Person and Work
of God the Father
4. Q: What is God?

A: God is a spirit, Whose being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth are infinite, eternal, and
unchangeable.
(John 4:24; I Tim. 1:17; Exod. 3:14, 34:6-7; I John 1:5, 4:8;
Rev. 4:8)

5. Q: Is there more than one God?

A: No. There is only one, the true and living God.
(Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10; John 5:44; I Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14)

6. Q: How many persons are there in the one God?

A: Three persons are in the one God: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. These three are one God, the same in
substance and equal in power and glory.
(Deut. 6:4-5; Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 1:10-11; Eph. 1:3-14,
4:4-6; II Cor. 13:14)

7. Q: What are the decrees of God?

A: The decrees of God are His eternal plan based on the
purpose of His will, by which, for His own glory, He has
foreordained everything that happens.
(Ps. 135:5-6; Prov. 16:4; Isa. 46:8-11; Lam. 3:37-38; Dan.
4:34-35; Eph. 1:3-14)
8
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8. Q: How does God carry out His decrees?

A: God carries out His decrees in creation and providence.
(Gen. 2:1-3; Eph. 1:3-14; Rev. 4:11)

9. Q: What is creation?

A: Creation is God’s making everything out of nothing
by His powerful word in six days – and all very good.
(Gen. 1:1; Exod. 20:11; Heb. 11:3, John 1:1-18)

10. Q: How did God create mankind?

A: God created us male and female in His own image.
He created us to know Him, love Him, live with Him, and
glorify Him.
(Gen. 1:26-28, 2:7, 21-22; I Cor. 11:8-9)

11. Q: What is God’s providence?

A: God’s providence is His perfect and powerful governing and preserving of all things and all people. Nothing
happens that is outside of God’s control.
(Ps. 115:3; 145:17; Isa. 28:29; Dan. 4:34-35; Eph. 1:3-14;
Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17)

State

and

Fall

of

Adam

12. Q: What was man’s moral state when God created
him?
A: When God created Adam and Eve, they were pure and
holy and enjoyed perfect fellowship with God and one
another. They were promised to live forever in God’s perfect paradise if they kept but one rule: “Do not eat from
the ‘tree of knowledge of good and evil.’”
(Gen. 1:26-31; 2:8-9, 16-17, 24-25)

13. Q: Did our first parents remain as they were created?

A: No. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their
own wills, fell from their original state, by sinning against
God and eating the forbidden fruit.
(Gen. 3:6-8; II Cor. 11:3)

14. Q: What is sin?

A: Sin is any failure to keep God’s perfect moral law.
(Rom. 3:23; 14:23; I John 3:4)

15. Q: Did Adam’s sin affect him only?

A: No. Since God’s promises were not only for Adam but
for all his descendants, all mankind sinned in him and
fell with him in his first disobedience.
(Gen. 4:1-8; Rom. 5:12-21; I Cor. 15:22)
10
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16. Q: What happened to all mankind at the fall?

A: The fall brought humanity into a state of sin and misery.
(Gen. 3:14-24; Titus 3:3)

17. Q: What is the state of sin into which man fell?

A: Man fell into the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the loss of
original righteousness, and the corruption of his whole
nature, which is commonly called original sin. He also
fell into all the specific acts of disobedience that come
from original sin.
(Gen. 8:21; Ps. 51:3; Mark 7:14-23; Rom. 3:9-18, 5:12-21;
Eph. 2:1-3)

18. Q: What is the misery of man’s fallen condition?

A: By their fall all mankind lost fellowship with God and
brought His anger and curse on themselves. They are
therefore subject to all the miseries of this life, to death
itself, and to the pains of hell forever.
(Gen. 3:8-24; Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:11-15)

Person and Work
of God the Son
19. Q: Did God leave all mankind to die in sin and misery?

A: No. God, because of His good pleasure, chose some to
have eternal life before the foundation of the world. He
did this to deliver them from the state of sin and misery
and bring them into a state of salvation by a redeemer.
(Exod. 33:17-19; John 6:35-40; Eph. 1:3-10; Rom. 8:2830, 9:1-18)

20. Q: Who is the redeemer of God’s chosen ones?

A: The only redeemer of God’s chosen ones is the Lord
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. He became fully
man while remaining fully God when He came to rescue
His people.
(John 10:11-18; Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27; I Tim. 2:3)

21. Q: How did Christ, the Son of God, become man?

A: Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking on a
true human body and soul. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, yet
was without sin.
(Luke 1:30-35; John 1:14-18; Heb. 2:9-18, 4:14-16)

12
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22. Q: How is Christ our Redeemer?

A: As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest, and king
in both His humiliation and His exaltation.
(Deut. 18:18-19; Acts 3:22; Ps. 2:4-9, 110; Heb. 5:5-6; Rev.
11:15)

23. Q: How is Christ a Prophet?

27. Q: How is Christ exalted?

A: Christ is exalted in His rising from the dead on the
third day, His ascending into heaven and sitting at the
right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the
world at the last day.
(Dan. 7:13-14; I Cor. 15:3-4; Acts 17:31; Rev. 1:7-8)

A: As a prophet, Christ reveals the will of God to us for
our salvation by His Word and Spirit.
(Deut. 18:18-22; John 1:14-18, 14:26, 20:31; Acts 3:11-26)

24. Q: How is Christ a priest?

A: As a priest, Christ offered Himself up for us as a oncefor-all sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to
God. He continues to make intercession for His people.
(Exod. 32:11-14; Lev. 16; Heb. 7:25-28; I John 2:1-2)

25. Q: How is Christ a king?

A: As a king, Christ brings us under His power through
conversion. He also restrains and conquers all of His and
our enemies.
(Ps. 2:7-9; John 10:27-30; Acts 3:26; Rev. 19:11-16)

26. Q: How was Christ humiliated?

A: Christ was humiliated by being born of a woman, in a
low condition, under the Law, and undergoing life’s miseries, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of a cross.
(Luke 2:1-20; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14-18)
14
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Person and Work
of God the Holy Spirit
28. Q: How do we partake of the redemption purchased
by Christ?
A: We partake of the redemption purchased by Christ
when the Holy Spirit effectively applies it to us.
(Gen. 2:7; John 1:12-13, 3:1-8; Titus 3:4-7)

29. Q: Who is the Holy Spirit and what is His role in
redemption?

A: The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, sent
by both the Father and the Son, to apply the benefits of
Christ’s redemption to those chosen by the Father.
(Jer. 31:31-34; Acts 1:4-5; John 3:1-8)

30. Q: How does the Holy Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A: The Holy Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ by producing faith in us and so uniting
us to Christ in our effectual calling.
(Rom. 8:29-30; I Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:8-9)

31. Q: What is effectual calling?

A: Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, Who convinces us that we are sinful and miserable, enlightens our
16

minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renews our wills.
This is how He persuades and makes us able to receive
Christ, Who is freely offered to us in the gospel.
(Ezek. 36:26-28; John 6:44, 65, 16:7-11; Acts 2:37; I Cor.
2:6-16)

32. Q: What benefits do those who are effectually called
receive in this life?

A: Those who are effectually called receive in this life the
blessings of justification, adoption, sanctification, and
other benefits, which either go with or come from them.
(Rom. 8:28-30; I Cor. 1:30-31; Eph. 1:3-6)

33. Q: What is justification?

A: Justification is the act of God’s free grace by which He
pardons all our sins and accepts us as righteous in His
sight. He does so only because He counts the righteousness of Christ as ours. Justification is received by faith
alone.
(Gen. 15:1-6; Rom. 1:15-17, 4:1-8, 5:12-21)

34. Q: What is the nature of justifying faith?

A: True justifying faith is faith that produces good works,
since these works are the evidence we truly believe.
(Deut. 28:1-14; Matt. 7:21-23, 25:31-46; Rom. 2:1-16;
James 2:14-26)
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35. Q: What is adoption?

A: Adoption is the act of God’s free grace by which we
become His children with all the rights and privileges of
being His.
(John 1:12-13; Rom. 8:14-17; Eph. 1:3-6; I John 3:1)

36. Q: What is sanctification?

A: Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace by which
our whole person is made new in the image of God, and
we continually grow in Christ’s likeness.
(Rom. 6:1-8:17; Eph. 4:20-24; II Thess. 2:13; Heb. 10:1014)

37. Q: What benefits in this life flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification?

A: In this life, the benefits of justification, adoption, and
sanctification are assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, increase in grace, and perseverance to the end.
(Prov. 4:8; Rom. 5:1-5, 14:17; I Pet. 1:3-5; I John 5:13)

38. Q: What benefits do believers receive from Christ
when they die?

A: When believers die, their souls are made perfectly holy
and immediately pass into glory. Their bodies, which are
still united to Christ, rest in their graves until the final
resurrection.
(Job 19:26; Luke 23:43; II Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; Heb. 12:23)
18

39. Q: What benefits do believers receive from Christ at
the resurrection?

A: At the resurrection, believers will be joined with Christ
in glory and declared not guilty because of Christ’s righteousness. They will receive their glorified bodies and be
made completely happy in the full enjoyment of God forever.
(Isa. 66:17-25; I Cor. 15:35-58; I Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 21:122:5)

40. Q: What shall be done to the wicked at their death?

A: At their death, the souls of the wicked shall be cast
into the torments of Hades, and their bodies will remain
in their graves until the final resurrection and that terrible day of judgment.
(Dan. 12:2; Luke 16:19-30; John 5:28-29)

41. Q: What will God do to the wicked on the day of
judgment?
A: On the day of judgment, the bodies of the wicked will
be raised out of their graves, and shall be sentenced, together with their souls, to eternal suffering, with the devil
and his angels.
(Matt. 25:41; II Thess. 1:6-9; Rev. 20:11-15)
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Role
of

Meaning
God’s Law
and

42. Q: What law did God first reveal to man for his obedience?
A: The law God first revealed to man for his obedience is
moral law, which is summarized in the Ten Commandments.
(Exod. 20:1-21; Matt. 19:16-19; Rom. 2:12-16)

43. Q: Why did God give the Ten Commandments to
man?*

A: God gave the Ten Commandments to expose man’s
sin, and thereby lead him to faith in Christ. The Ten
Commandments also serve as a standard for righteousness for the Christian.
(Matt. 5:17-18, 22:34-40; Rom. 7:7-12; II Cor. 1:20; Gal.
3:1-29)

commandments are summarized by the second great
commandment to love your neighbor as yourself.
(Lev. 19:18; Deut. 6:4-5, 30:11-15; Matt. 22:37-40; Rom.
10:8-10)

45. Q: Is any man able to keep perfectly the Law of God?

A: No mere man, since the fall, is able to keep perfectly
the commandments of God; but Jesus Christ, to whom
God’s law drives us, came to fulfill that Law by keeping it
for us, teaching it to us, and enabling it in us.
(Gen. 8:21; Rom. 3:10-12, 23; Gal. 3:10; Matt. 5:17-20)

46. Q: Since no one keeps God’s Law perfectly, what
does every sinner deserve?
A: Every sinner deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in
this life and in the life to come.
(Gen. 2:16-17; Rom. 2:6-10, 6:23)

44. Q: How does Scripture summarize the Ten Commandments?

A: The first four commandments are summarized by the
great commandment to love the Lord your God with all
your heart, soul, mind and strength. The last six
*This is a good opportunity to go and read through the Ten Commandments in Exod. 20:1-21.
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Reception and Means
of God’s Grace
47. Q: How may we escape God’s wrath and curse that
we deserve for our sin?

A: To escape the wrath and curse of God that we deserve
for our sin, we must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
trusting in His blood and righteousness alone, which includes repenting from sin and pursuing holiness of life.
(Gen. 15:6; John 3:16-18; Rom. 3:21-31; Acts 16:29-31)

48. Q: What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A: Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, where we trust
in Him alone for salvation, as He is set forth in the gospel.
(Ezek. 36:22-36; John 1:12-13; Phil. 3:7-11)

49. Q: What is repentance?

A: Repentance is a genuine sorrow for sin, a turning away
from sin, and a sincere commitment to walk in obedience
to Christ.
(Jer. 31:18-19; Acts 2:37, 11:18; II Tim. 2:24-25)

50. Q: What are the outward means the Holy Spirit uses
to communicate the benefits of redemption?
A: The outward means the Holy Spirit uses to communicate the benefits of Christ’s redemption are the Word of
God, by which souls are born again; and the ordinances
22

of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
(Acts 2:42; Rom. 10:14-17; Eph. 5:18-19; I Pet. 1:22-25;
Jude 20-21)

51. Q: What is the normal context for experiencing
these outward means of grace?
A: The normal context for experiencing these outward
means of grace is the local church, which is the pillar and
support of the truth.
(I Tim. 3:14-16; Rev. 1:10-11)

52. Q: How is the Word of God a means of grace?

A: The Spirit of God causes the reading and especially
the preaching of the Word to convince and convert sinners, and build them up in holiness and comfort through
faith and salvation.
(John 16:8-11; Rom. 10:14-17; Jude 20-21)

53. Q: How is the Word of God to be received that it
may become effectual to salvation?

A: To become effectual to salvation, the Word must be
received with all humility, in a spirit of repentance.
(John 8:31-32; James 1:19-27)

54. Q: How are baptism and the Lord’s Supper means
of grace?

A: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are means of grace, not
23
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from any virtue in them, or in the one who administers
them, but only by the blessing of Christ and the working
of the Spirit in those who by faith receive them.
(Rom. 6:1-11; I Cor. 11:23-34)

tion of His death for sinners, through the breaking of the
bread, which signifies His broken body, and through the
drinking of the cup, which signifies His shed blood.
(Matt. 26:26-28; I Cor. 11:23-34)

55. Q: What is baptism?

59. Q: Who is to partake of the Lord’s Supper?

A: Baptism is an ordinance of the New Covenant, instituted by Jesus Christ, signifying the washing of sins, circumcision of the heart, and union with Him in His death,
burial, and resurrection.
(Ezek. 36:25; John 3:5; Rom. 6:1-5; Titus 3:4-7)

56. Q: Who should be baptized?

A: All who have come to genuine saving faith in Christ
should be baptized, since they are the ones who have
been washed of their sins, circumcised in their hearts,
and joined to Christ by faith alone.
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:37-41, 8:26-36, 38-40)

57. Q: How is baptism rightly administered?

A: Baptism is rightly administered by immersion, or the
dipping of the whole person in water, in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as instituted by Christ and
practiced by the apostles.
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 8:38-39)

58. Q: What is the Lord’s Supper?

A: The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of the New Covenant, instituted by Jesus Christ as a visible proclama24

A: Only believers are to partake of the Lord’s Supper,
since only believers share in the crucified body and shed
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that by faith alone.
(Acts 2:42, 20:7; I Cor. 11:23-34)

60. Q: How is prayer a spiritual benefit to believers?

A: Since faith alone lays hold of God’s grace and power,
prayer is a spiritual benefit to believers as the language
of faith through which we offer up our desires to God,
ask for things agreeable to His will, confess our sins, and
express our thanks for His mercies.
(Matt. 6:9-15, 7:7-11; John 15:7; Eph. 1:15-22; Heb. 11:112:3; James 4:2-3)

61. Q: How is the singing of psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs a spiritual benefit to believers?

A: The singing of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
enables believers to teach and admonish one another in
the Word of grace, and to express their praise and adoration of God.
(Exod. 15:1-21; Ps. 1-150; Eph. 5:18-21; Col. 3:16)
25
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Concluding Matters

Notes

62. Q: Who is responsible to lead and manage the local
church?

A: Elders are responsible to lead and manage the church,
acting as a plurality, with authority derived from and
bound by the Word of God.
(1 Pet. 5:1-4; I Tim. 3:1-7, 5:17; Titus 1:5-9)

63. Q: Who leads in serving to free up the elders to lead
and manage the local church?
A: Deacons are responsible to serve the church and to
enable the elders to minister the Word and to pray.
(Acts 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 3:8-13)

64. Q: What is the duty of elders to their local church?

A: Elders must shepherd the flock voluntarily, eagerly,
and by way of example, using the Word skillfully to exhort and refute, as those accountable to God for the condition of their flocks.
(Titus 1:9; I Pet. 5:1-4; Heb. 13:17)

65. Q: What is the duty of believers to their local church
and her elders?
A: Believers are responsible to love one another in the
local church, praying, serving, preferring, and giving to
each other. Believers are commanded to esteem, imitate,
and submit to their elders with a cooperative spirit.
(I Thess. 5:12-13; I Tim. 5:17-18; Heb. 13:7, 17)
26
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One God One Savior
One Sacrifice One
Gospel One
Faith One
Baptism One
Cup One
Body

65

QUESTIONS
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