
Information Meeting “Out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty, God shines forth.” 
Psalm 50:2
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10. Why are we church planting?



John 4:23

But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship him.



Matthew 28:19-20

Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age."



C. Peter Wagner

“The single most effective evangelistic 
methodology under heaven is planting new 

churches.”



The “Why” matters: Not the Reason

❖ Frees up space in mother church (RPC)

❖ Church closer to home

❖ More reformed churches

❖ More churches with traditional/liturgical worship 

❖ Replicate RPC



Why we are Planting

❖ Extend the Kingdom of Christ 

❖ To seek and save the lost

❖ Bring the gospel of Jesus Christ in a gospel-less 
place

❖ To be a blessing to the place where we are planting

❖ Faithfulness to the Great Commission



Established by Presbytery
❖ Mark & Andrea attended PCA church planter assessment

❖ Zion Church recommended by RPC; approved by North 
Texas Presbytery (NTP) and set apart as a “mission 
church” (church plant)

❖ Initially Zion is largely funded by RPC and NTP.

❖ Pastor Belonga called by Presbytery to lead the church 
plant (1/1/2020)

❖ Presbytery established a Session for Zion



Zion Provisional Session

❖ Pastor Belonga

❖ Elder David Bell

❖ Elder Charles Broom

❖ Elder Tim Yates

❖ Pastor Matt Wood (Grace & Peace)

❖ Chaplain (CPT) Matt Oliver (US Army)



9. Why are we planting in Prosper?



Prosper In Context



Prosper ISD

“Prosper ISD is considered the fastest-
growing school district in DFW. In 2018 alone, 
more than 3,000 new homes were built in the 
district boundaries and there are more than 
5,500 vacant lots that are already developed 

for new homes. An additional 21,940 
residential lots are platted for future use.”



Prosper ISD Growth (# students)
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Prosper: Opportunity

❖ MANY families with a lot of kids and youth

❖ Fast-growing area; growth expected to continue 
over next decades

❖ Some RPC members live in Prosper and 
surrounding communities



Prosper: Need for Ministry

❖ Struggles for kids and youth in the schools

❖ Family struggles

❖ Financial struggles

❖ Starving for community

❖ A place that needs to be loved with a clear 
proclamation of the gospel of grace



8. Where are you going to meet for 
worship?



Meeting Location: Stuber Elementary*



7.What will be Zion’s worship 
style?



Zion Worship
❖ “With reverence and awe” and with joy

❖ Christ-exalting

❖ Word, Sacraments, Prayer, Confessional

❖ Traditional-liturgical worship. Liturgy tells the gospel message.

❖ Use of music:

❖ Corresponding to the “mood” within the liturgy

❖ Connect us with church in the past AND remind of us our 
current context



6.What is going to be different 
about Zion compared to RPC?



The benefits of a church plant
❖ Opportunity to develop close fellowship

❖ Outreach is essential so we are pushed to grow 

❖ Everyone gets an opportunity to serve because everyone 
must serve for the plant to work!

❖ New opportunities for leadership and ownership in various 
ministries of the church 

❖ Exciting opportunity to rethink how we minister to each 
other and to our community and to create this ministry from 
the ground up



Zion Outreach Opportunities
❖ Children / Youth / Families

❖ Ministries that have reach into Prosper ISD (e.g. Hope 
Squad; serving Stuber Elementary faculty & staff; etc.)

❖ Counseling for youth and families

❖ Vacation Bible School

❖ Future: Zion Day School / Zion Tutoring Service

❖ Cornerstone Financial Ministry

❖ Tribute Senior Living



The challenges of a church plant

❖ Starting from nothing

❖ Leaving behind dear friends

❖ Moving from “our own home” to setup/tear-
down

❖ Challenges of establishing “non-Sunday” 
ministries without our own building.



Men, Women and Youth

❖ Zion Youth will meet as one with Redeemer Youth 
through summer 2020.

❖ Zion Men and Women: TBD whether we will start 
by joining with RPC Men’s and Women’s 
ministries or standalone Zion ministries.

❖ Summer 2020 we will transition to Zion 
standalone ministries.



Zion Children’s Ministry

❖ Critical ministry to Zion’s ability to effectively 
minister to Prosper community

❖ Hope to begin Sunday school “week 2”

❖ As a church plant, need to be creative for ministry 
outside Sunday morning!! (But we have ideas!)

❖ We need families with children in order to draw 
and minister to families with children!



5.Will you build a building? If so, 
when?



To be able to serve the community well, we 
will build or buy a building as soon as possible, 

hopefully within 3-5 years.



4.Who is going?



Who is going?

❖ NTP has determined the Zion session

❖ Asking RPC members to state by 12/1/2019 their 
“official” intent to join Zion.



3. Will Pastor Belonga be full-time? Is he 
going to leave his software consulting job?



Pastor Belonga’s Status

❖ Mark will be a full-time church planter as of 
1/1/2020.

❖ His responsibilities at his software company will 
change. 

❖ TBD on the details.



2. Mark: What is it that excites you about Zion 
that would cause you to leave RPC and your 

software business?



1. How can I participate?



How you can participate: PREPARATION

❖ Join the Zion Launch Team (Jan - April 2020)

❖ Regular meetings (at least twice / mo)

❖ Plan everything for our launch

❖ Work the plan for launch

❖ Begin serving the community!!

❖ Help make the launch successful



How you can participate: PRESENCE

❖ Commit to join Zion Presbyterian Church as a member 
(at launch - April 2020)

❖ If you are joining Zion, we hope and expect you will 
join launch team to help make launch successful.

❖ If you are not joining Zion as a member, consider 
helping out for a few weeks or months as we get 
started

❖ At some point: Visit Zion and worship with us!!



3 John 5-8

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your 
efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, 

who testified to your love before the church. You 
will do well to send them on their journey in a 

manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for 
the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the 
Gentiles. Therefore we ought to support people 

like these, that we may be fellow workers for the 
truth.

How you can participate: PROVIDE



How you can participate: PROVIDE

❖ Redeemer Church is generously supporting Zion 
through our annual budget.

❖ Please consider supporting Zion directly 

“Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that 
increases to your credit." (Philippians 4:17)

❖ Also consider providing your talents and gifts to 
help us as we prepare to launch



Colossians 4:3

“At the same time, pray also for us, that God 
may open to us a door for the word, to 

declare the mystery of Christ." 

How you can participate: PRAY



How you can participate: PRAY
❖ Pray for wisdom in our preparations

❖ Pray that the Lord will supply all our needs

❖ Pray for those going that the joy would outweigh the loss.

❖ Pray that we would be faithful to seek out the lost in the 
Prosper area and that the Lord would draw His 
wandering sheep to Zion

❖ Pray that Zion will be a blessing to the Prosper 
community



How you can participate: PROMOTE

❖ Encourage those families who are leaving RPC to 
join Zion

❖ Invite people you meet who live in Prosper or 
surrounding areas to visit Zion



Commitment Cards



Questions?




