
 

Constitution and By-Laws 
Redeemer Community Church 

CONSTITUTION 

Preamble 
We, the members of Redeemer Community Church of Pittsburgh (“Redeemer Community Church” or the 
“Church”), desiring to bring people to rejoice in the glory of God through treasuring Jesus Christ, do 
hereby establish the following Biblical principles of government and order and adopt this constitution as a 
declaration of our commitment to carry out the work of the Lord according to the Holy Scriptures. 

ARTICLE I Name 
The name of this church shall be Redeemer Community Church of Pittsburgh. 

ARTICLE II Beliefs 
Section 1 Foundation, Object and Priorities of Ministry 

1. The foundation of this Church is the Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 3:11), and its code of 
guidance in all its affairs shall be derived from the Word of God; and this Church does here affirm 
its faith that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of Almighty God 
(Mark 13:31). 

2. The object of this Church shall be to worship God according to the teaching of His Word, to 
practice the precepts and examples of the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ as set forth in the Word 
of God, to sustain its ordinances and doctrines and to preach and propagate among all peoples the 
Gospel of Salvation which is by personal faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

3. The priorities of ministry of this church flow from the vision of God's glory revealed in Jesus 
Christ. We exist to savor this vision in worship (John 4:23), strengthen the vision in nurture and 
education (I Corinthians 14:26; II Peter 3:18), and spread the vision in evangelism, missions, and 
loving deeds (I Peter 2:9; 3:15; Matthew 28:18-20; 5:16). 

Section 2 Affirmation of Faith 
1. Concerning the Scriptures 

We believe that the written Word of God reflects the Living Word of God. We acknowledge the 
written Word to be both divinely perfect and fully human in its origin. Therefore, we affirm the 
perfection, inerrancy and authority of the original documents.  We also affirm that the written 
Word came through human means as the Spirit carried the authors along. For this reason, the 
Scriptures are inspired equally in all parts.  Through the teaching of Christ mediated by the Spirit, 
the written Word is sufficient to equip all believers for every good work.   



We believe that the written Word of God contains two Testaments –old and new—consisting of a 
total of sixty-six books commonly known as the canon of Scripture. The Scripture serves as the 
foundation of our Christian faith. Nothing can be added to or taken away from this foundation. 
We believe that the written Word of God is the final authority for His people for all issues of faith 
and practice. Thus, the Scripture is the true basis for Christian unity and the supreme standard by 
which all church teaching, tradition, creeds, and opinions should be judged.   

We believe that the written Word of God presents a unified message centered on the person and 
work of Christ.  We believe that the written Word is properly understood by the regeneration and 
illumination of the Spirit, through prayer, and through the diligent and humble study and 
application of God’s Word by the use of normal literary analysis centered on Christ. 

2. Concerning God 
• God, The Trinity 
We believe that there is one living God who exists in three persons, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. As such, God is completely sufficient within Himself, eternal throughout all ages, 
and infinitely joyful within Himself. Each Person is equally divine in all His glorious perfections, 
but each Person executes a particular function in creation, providence and redemption. We believe 
God to be the supremely valuable Being over all of the universe—worthy alone of all love, 
adoration, service and praise. 

• God, The Father 
We believe that God the Father is neither begotten, nor proceeds from any other person. We 
believe that God, from all eternity, in order to display the full extent of His glory for the eternal 
and ever-increasing enjoyment for all who love Him, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of 
His will, freely and unchangeably ordain and foreknow whatever comes to pass. We believe that 
God upholds and governs all things in accord with His eternal and perfect purposes ending in His 
glory and the good of His people. God freely and assuredly accomplished His purposes in such a 
way that He never sins nor punishes one unjustly. The manner in which God ordains and governs 
never violates the moral accountability and genuine choice of all persons. 

We believe that the salvation of mankind is a primary theme in God’s purposes for His own glory. 
God has chosen from eternity past those whom He would save. God’s election is an unconditional 
act of free grace, which was given through His Son Christ Jesus before the world began, and 
which is solely on the basis of His most wise and holy counsel. By this act God chose, before the 
foundation of the world, those who would be delivered from bondage to sin and brought to 
repentance and saving faith in His Son Christ Jesus. 

• God, The Son 
We believe Jesus is the true and sinless Son of God. As the second Person of the Trinity, Jesus 
possesses all the divine excellencies, and in these He is coequal, consubstantial, and coeternal 
with the Father. We believe that when the eternal Son became flesh, He took on a fully human 
nature so that two whole, perfect and distinct natures were inseparably joined together in one 
Person, without confusion or mixture. In His incarnation, Christ freely surrendered only the 
certain prerogatives of deity as “to the cross,” but nothing of the divine essence – either in degree 
or kind. Thus, the Person, Jesus Christ, was and is truly God and truly man, yet one Christ and the 
only Mediator between God and man representing both humanity and deity in indivisible oneness. 
It was the purpose of the incarnation to reveal the Father, to redeem man, and to establish Christ 
as ruler of God’s Kingdom. 

We believe that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary under the Law and was the only human ever to 
fulfill the demands of the Law. By the plan of the Father and responsibility of both Jews and 
Gentiles, He was crucified and buried. After three days in the grave, Jesus rose again.  Through 
His perfect fulfillment and obedience to the Law, His sacrificial death, and His victorious 
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resurrection, He became the righteousness of all who believe, the only fitting substitutionary 
atonement for the sins of mankind, and the rescuer of His own. Because of this act, the Father 
granted the Son to be King of kings and Lord of lords, and He will return in His glorified body to 
consummate His rule over all things. 

• God, The Holy Spirit 
We believe in the Holy Spirit of God who convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine Person, eternal, underived, possessing all the attributes 
of personality and deity. In all the divine excellencies, He is coequal, coeternal and consubstantial 
with the Father and the Son. We believe that it is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute the divine 
will with relation to all mankind. The Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign Agent in 
regeneration, baptizing all believers into the Body of Christ. Through His work, sinful men are 
born again to new life and empowered to attain the full riches of their union with the Son. The 
present work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those who are in Christ is both the sign and seal of 
the New Covenant. 

• God, The Creator 
We believe that God created the universe and everything in it by the word of His power. Each 
member of the Trinity was active in creation, each having a particular function. God created the 
world, not because He had any deficiency within Himself, but rather to sovereignly display His 
glory to His creatures; a sovereign display of justice to the wicked, and a sovereign display of 
grace to the redeemed. We believe God will one day destroy this creation, and He will create the 
new heavens and new earth. 

3. Concerning Man 
We believe that the first man was directly and immediately created by God in His image and 
likeness, and thus man was the pinnacle of all creation. Mankind was created morally upright 
with intelligence, volition and moral responsibility to God. Mankind was created to glorify God 
by enjoying fellowship with God, fellow man, and ruling over all creation. 

We believe that God created man and woman equally in His image, and that without each other 
the image of God would not be fully displayed through humanity within creation. We also affirm 
distinctiveness between the genders. We affirm that God created man as the head and woman as 
the helper, as most clearly displayed within the marriage relationship. We believe that both 
equality in essence and distinctions in role are to be maintained in the home and church. 

We believe that through genuine choice and by the subtle coercion from Satan, mankind rebelled 
against the revealed will and Word of God and plunged into a fallen state whereby his ability to 
reflect the image of God was corrupted and his fellowship with God was ruined. Thus, mankind is 
unable to delight in God. Mankind also incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical death, 
became subject to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of 
choosing or doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. We believe that 
because Adam was the head of the human race, his fall became the fall of all his posterity, in such 
a way that corruption, guilt, death and condemnation belong properly to every person. All humans 
are sinners by nature, by choice and by divine declaration. 

We believe that through the God-man, Jesus—the exact image of God—this sin-marred humanity 
is being restored progressively into the image of God. This restoration culminates when those in 
Christ receive their new bodies and populate the new heavens and new earth. 

4. Concerning Salvation 
We believe that all men are depraved sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine declaration.  
Man has experienced radical moral corruption and separation from a Holy God, and he possesses 
no ability or strength in himself to overcome his depravity.  Man stands to receive just, eternal 
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punishment for his rebellion against the Creator.  With no recuperative powers to enable him to 
recover himself, man is hopelessly lost.  As such all men stand in desperate need of salvation 
from their sin and its terrible consequences. 

We believe that salvation belongs to God:  it is of Him, to Him and for His glory.  We affirm that 
salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone.  We 
believe that salvation is wholly a work of the Triune God, centered in the persona and work of 
Christ. 

We believe that the Father planned the redemption of those whom He has chosen in eternity past 
for His glory.  Thus, God foreknew, in a relational manner, all those He would redeem, and He 
chose them in Christ before the foundation of the world.  He also predestined those same ones to 
be conformed to the image of His Son.  Those whom God has chosen, He will assuredly and 
necessarily call unto Himself, for none of these will be lost or rejected.  To protect the glory of 
God the Father and to meet the demands of God’s righteousness, holiness, and justice, God 
justifies all those whom He called through Christ.  With the gift of the Son, the Father also gives 
and works every facet of our lives for our transformation into the image of His Son through the 
gift of His Spirit and the gift of His Word.  Then, in order to demonstrate the glory of His mercy, 
He determined to glorify forever with His Son all those whom He justified. 

We believe that the Son accomplished redemption in accordance with the wise and eternal plan of 
the Father.  With the promise that He would be exalted above all and receive a people for His 
Name, the Son took on Himself humanity and was born of a virgin.  Having lived a perfect and 
sinless life, He offered His life freely as a substitutionary sacrifice for those chosen of God.  By 
this sacrifice, the due punishment and wrath for their sin was poured out on Him, their abundant 
sin was paid for in full through His suffering, and His eternal, spotless righteousness is imputed to 
their account.  In this way God is both just and the justifier of the ungodly through Christ.  He 
rose from the dead three days later, validating all His claims as Savior and Lord.  He ascended on 
high where He rules as Prophet, Priest and King, continually making intercession for His people 
and reigning at the right hand of the Father. 

We believe that the Spirit applies salvation to the lives of the elect.  The Spirit mediates the 
effectual call of the Father through the free proclamation of the gospel by convicting the world of 
sin, righteousness and judgment.  All those ordained for eternal life are regenerated by the Spirit.  
At that time the Spirit unites the believer with Christ by baptizing him into the body of Christ.  
The Spirit teaches and applies the Word of God in the life and mind of the believer so that he 
continually is becoming more like Christ.  This progressive work of sanctification by the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of believers is an on-going separation from sin to God through the regular use 
of the appointed means – especially the Word of God, self-examination, self-denial, prayer, 
watchfulness, and Christian fellowship.  The Spirit is also the guarantee through which the 
believer, sealed in Christ, will persevere till the end and, thus, be finally saved. 

We believe that God has woven into His redemptive plan the responsibility of mankind to believe 
and obey the gospel. Thus, God has ordained that in salvation man must repent of his sin and 
exercise faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ on his behalf. We believe that repentance 
and faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 
Spirit of God.  Whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, sin, and helplessness, we turn to 
God with sincere contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy, at the same time heartily 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ in His mediatorial offices as our Prophet, Priest, and King and 
relying on Him alone as the only all-sufficient Savior. 

We believe that faith in Christ is not merely assenting mentally to facts about Jesus.  Faith in 
Jesus goes beyond that to being satisfied by those truths.  Biblical faith, like repentance, results in 
demonstrable fruits and good works.  We also believe that true faith necessarily and assuredly 
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perseveres to the end.  We believe that only true believers endure in faith and holiness unto the 
end, and that persevering faith distinguishes them from false professors of the faith.  We believe 
that God has ordained these two responses from men because they are means by which the glory 
of God is displayed.  Repentance demonstrates the unrighteousness of man, and faith 
demonstrates that the solution for that problem looks away from self to God for satisfaction. 

5. Concerning The Church 
We believe that the church in its essence is all the elect of God in every age who have been called 
out by God and who have demonstrated faith in Christ. We believe that Jesus Christ is the head of 
the church, and thus the ultimate and final authority in the church. The church exists as the 
supreme display of the wisdom and glory of God. The church’s purpose is to come to the full 
knowledge of Christ and to be completely conformed into the image of Him who is its Head. As a 
called out body of worshipers, the fellowship and instruction within the church is a means of 
evangelism, sanctification, and perseverance. 

We believe that the establishment and continuity of local churches is clearly taught and defined in 
the Scriptures and that the members of the one spiritual Body are directed to associate themselves 
together in local assemblies. In order to build the body up into the image of its head, Christ gave 
gifts to His people through the Spirit.  He also gave gifted men to the church to help each member 
do its part within the ministry.  We believe the Scriptures teach that local assemblies are to be led 
by a plurality of male elders who meet the appropriate qualifications. A healthy assembly will 
have godly, diligent leaders and submissive, Christ-like followers with both groups recognizing 
the Lordship of Christ in all things in His church. The elders are to rule, teach, pray, protect, and 
care for the body even as Christ loved the body.  The body is to submit and care for its elders, as 
they are faithful to the Word.  We believe that deacons are servant-leaders within the church.  As 
such, they do not rule the body, but they are authorized to perform and lead certain ministry tasks 
to free the elders to focus on the Word and prayer. 

We believe that the church practices two ordinances: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe 
in the water baptism of believers. Baptism depicts an individual’s union with Christ: they were 
buried with Him in baptism and raised to new life in Christ. It serves as a testimony of one’s 
fellowship and identification with the body of Christ. In fulfillment of Christ’s command, we 
practice baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. We believe the Lord’s Supper to be 
extremely important to the life and health of the church. We believe the Lord’s Supper is a 
symbolic depiction of our ongoing union with Christ and our union with one another. The Lord’s 
Supper is the commemoration and proclamation of His death until He comes, and should always 
be preceded by solemn self-examination.  Whereas the elements of the Lord’s Supper are only 
representative of the flesh and blood of Christ, participation in the Lord’s Supper is nevertheless 
an actual communion with the risen Christ, who indwells every believer, and so is present, 
fellowshipping with His people. 

We believe that the church is to practice church discipline.  Church discipline is a means of 
protecting the purity of the church, instructing and guarding other believers, and restoring one to 
the faith. Ultimately, it is the glory of God and His body that is at stake in the matter of church 
discipline. 

6. Concerning The Christian Life 
We believe that once a person experiences true salvation through union with Christ, he will then 
desire to live a life that bears fruit for the glory of God.  These good works are the consequence 
of saving faith and, though they gain us no merit or favor, are a necessary part of true salvation.  
They are not meritorious because with saving faith, all good works were planned by the Father, 
accomplished through Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Spirit.  As such God receives all the 
glory for every good work done.  The chief of these commands is to love God supremely and to 
love others as Christ loved us. 
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We believe that Christians can differ in conscience and conviction over certain matters of 
conduct.  In such matters, we are not to slander or pass judgment on one another, but instead we 
are to seek unity in the Spirit and embrace one another in Christ.  In so doing, might we always 
seek the spiritual health of others and receive the admonition and instruction of those who are a 
gift of God for our perseverance, so that in genuine love and humility we may worship the Lord 
with one voice. 

We believe that faith is awakened, strengthened, and sustained by God’s Spirit through His Word 
and prayer.  The good fight of faith is fought mainly by meditating on the Scriptures and praying 
that God would apply them to our souls.  We believe that the promises of God recorded in the 
Scriptures are suited to save us from the deception of sin by displaying for us, and holding out to 
us, superior pleasures in the protection, provision, and presence of God.   Therefore, reading, 
understanding, and savoring the promises of all that God will be for us in Jesus are primary 
means of the Holy Spirit to break the power of sin’s deceitful promises in our lives.  For this 
reason, corporate worship will center on the gospel-saturated Scriptures. 

7. Concerning The Last Things 
We believe that at the Last Day the Lord Jesus Christ will descend from heaven and will be 
visibly manifested as the Lord victorious to the whole world. At His coming, the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall usher in the Age to Come and shall finally and completely establish His everlasting 
Kingdom in the new heavens and new earth.  At that time, He will execute final judgment, and 
every person’s destiny will be forever fixed in heaven or hell, based on his standing with Christ. 

We believe that those who are not covered by the atoning death of Christ will consciously 
experience the wrath of God justly poured out for all eternity in the torments of hell. We believe 
that for those covered by the atoning death of Christ, the cross has absorbed the wrath of God.  
Thus, we will spend eternity in the unending joys and pleasures of heaven.  We believe that 
heaven is the abode of God.  At the end of the age when God recreates the heavens and the earth, 
the abode of God will descend to the earth.  We believe that the primary and ultimate inheritance 
of the people of God is God Himself.  Thus, the greatest pleasure in heaven is the uninterrupted 
fellowship of the elect with the fullness of God, for then we will see Him face to face and behold 
His glory.  We confess our confidence in these things with the prayer, “Even so, Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 

8. Concerning The Spirit of This Affirmation of Faith and The Unity of God’s People 
We do not believe that all things in this affirmation of faith are of equal weight, some being more 
essential, some less, in as much as we do not believe that every part of this affirmation must be 
believed in order for one to be saved. 

Our aim is to encourage a hearty adherence to the Bible, the fullness of its truth, and the glory of 
its Author.  We believe Biblical doctrine stabilizes saints in the winds of confusion and 
strengthens the church in her mission to meet the great systems of false religion and secularism. 
We believe that the supreme virtue of love is nourished by the strong meat of God-centered 
doctrine. And we believe that a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all 
peoples through Jesus Christ is sustained in an atmosphere of deep and joyful knowledge of God 
and His wonderful works. 

We believe that the cause of unity in the church is best served by elevating the value of truth, 
stating the doctrinal parameters of church or mission or ministry, seeking the unity that comes 
from the truth, and then demonstrating to the world how Christians can love each other across 
boundaries rather than by removing boundaries. In this way, the importance of truth is served by 
the existence of doctrinal borders, and unity is served by the way we love others across those 
borders. 
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We believe the Redeemer Community Church Affirmation of Faith to be true, though in no way 
exhaustive. We do not claim infallibility for this affirmation and are open to refinement and 
correction from Scripture. Yet we do hold firmly to these truths as we see them and call on others 
to search the Scriptures to see if these things are so. As conversation takes place, it may be that 
we will learn from each other, and the boundaries will be adjusted, even possibly folding formerly 
disagreeing groups into closer fellowship. 

Section 3 Church Covenant    
As we believe, having been irresistibly brought by the grace of God to repent and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to submit ourselves wholly unto him, and having been baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we do now with gratitude by relying upon His 
immeasurable grace and empowering presence, reverently and joyfully enter into covenant fellowship 
with one another at Redeemer Community Church as one body under Christ who is our head. 

As is the nature of this covenant, we shall endeavor as Godʼs chosen people, holy and beloved, to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit by no other means than that of the empowering presence of that same 
Spirit among us, whose continuing presence brings us ever closer to full maturity, ensuring proper 
worship and genuine love. 

As is fitting among the people of God, as members of one another  in one body, we will express Christian 
love to one another through praying for one another, building up one another, caring for one another, 
pursuing one another’s good, bearing with one another in love, carrying one another’s burdens, showing 
kindness and acting with compassion to one another, forgiving one another, keeping watch over one 
another, admonishing and warning one another, submitting to one another with a spirit of humility, 
stirring up one another unto good deeds, considering one another better than ourselves, being devoted to 
one another in love and to live in harmony with one another. In all things it will be our pursuit to fulfill 
the law of Christ by loving one another as ourselves. 

As regarding the Church collectively, we solemnly pledge our regular attendance and earnest participation 
in all manners of worship and gatherings. The highest act of participation being the active listening to and 
obeying of the Word of God.  We will joyfully and reverently participate in the Lord’s Supper as 
commanded by our Savior. We will vigorously protect the church's doctrine and seek to advance its 
holiness in word and in deed in all our public and private life. We will consistently and cheerfully give of 
the resources entrusted to us by God for the sustaining of this ministry and the care of its Elders as those 
who give watch over our souls.  We will willingly submit ourselves unto their leadership, believing that 
God has placed them over this body to lead by godly, Christ-like examples giving of their lives unto the 
preaching and teaching of God’s most holy word as those who will surely give an account.  

As regarding God’s redemptive program among the nations, with a spirit of joyful promotion, we will 
eagerly and prayerfully give of the resources entrusted to us by God in order that many may hear the 
Gospel and be saved.  

By the grace of God we will make all necessary sacrifices to ensure our keeping of this covenant that we 
have confessed to one another.    

ARTICLE III Membership 
The membership of this Church shall consist of persons who confess faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
personal Savior, who give evidence of regeneration by a life consistent with their profession of faith, and 
who have been baptized as taught in the Word of God, and who have been received into its membership 
according to the By-Laws of this Church. 
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ARTICLE IV Leadership and Organization  
1. Under the authority of its head, Jesus Christ, the local church is to be directed by and 

submissive to the Word of God. Thereby, the Word of God is the final authority in this 
Church. This authority is exercised and mediated through men, given as God’s gift to the 
body (Ephesians 4:4-14), as they submit to Christ and to the Word of God. The men who 
govern the church will be appointed by the membership as Elders, and will collectively 
govern as the Council of Elders. However, the vote of the membership of this Church shall 
also be required to effect the following actions: 

a. Approve any transactions regarding the purchase, sale or disposal of real property, 
unless such sale or disposal is subject to Article V (2) of this Constitution; 

b. Adopt, amend, or repeal the Constitution or By-Laws of the Church; 
c. Approve the call, duties and initial salary (provided the initial salary exceeds the 

budget for such salary then in effect) of Vocational Pastors, or a substantial change in 
the duties of a Vocational Pastor; 

d. Termination of a Vocational Pastor subject to Article II, Section 2.4b of the By-Laws; 
e. Bind the Church as to indebtedness subject to Article IV, Section 5 of the By-Laws. 

2. The offices of the Church shall be Elder and Deacon.  
3. The leadership of the Church shall be vested in the Council of Elders who is responsible for 

governing the Church, teaching the Word, and tending the flock of God in this Church. The 
Council of Elders will consist of both Vocational Pastors (who are necessarily and 
consequently elders) and lay Elders. The Elders shall be equal in authority but may be 
specialized in function. 

4. Deacons shall assist the Council of Elders by performing services of advice, administration 
and implementation.  

ARTICLE V Church Property 
1. In the event of a division of this Church, from which may God in His mercy save us, the property 

of this Church shall belong to that group of such division as represents the largest portion of the 
Church membership before recognizing a division therein provided such group is loyal to this 
Constitution; otherwise it shall belong to the group remaining loyal to this Constitution though it 
may not be the largest group in such division.  

2. Upon determination by the Council of Elders, the Council may purchase, sell, or dispose of real 
property not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the unrestricted net assets of the Church in any fiscal 
year.  Upon the transfer of such Church property or upon the dissolution of the Church, from 
which may God in His mercy save us, no surplus funds generated thereby may be used for private 
inurement to any person. 

3. Should conditions arise where a consolidation with another church be advisable, the Council of 
Elders shall be authorized by the Church to negotiate the terms of such consolidation in so far as 
the property of this Church is concerned. 

ARTICLE VI Cooperation with Other Ministries 
We believe that the local church can best promote the cause of Jesus Christ by cooperating with other 
ministries.  Such relationships exist and function by the will of the church. Cooperation with another 
ministry 1) shall be approved by the Council of Elders prior to such cooperation, 2) is voluntary, and 3) 
may be terminated at any time. Acts 15:36,41; 16:5; I Corinthians 16:1; Galatians 1:1-3; Revelation 
1:4,10,11. 

ARTICLE VII Revisions, Additions and Amendments 
1. Revisions, additions or amendments of this Constitution may be made in accordance with Article 

V, Section 2 of the By-Laws. 
2. Article II, Section 1 and Article VII (2) of this Constitution shall not be repealed, amended or 

revised. 
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By-Laws 

ARTICLE I Membership 
Section 1 GENERAL PROCEDURE 
The admission of an individual into membership shall occur only upon the recommendation of the 
Council of Elders and it shall be affirmed and witnessed by the Church body at any of the regular Sunday 
meetings for worship. 

Section 2 INSTRUCTION TO CANDIDATES 
All persons seeking membership with this Church shall do so in accordance with the Constitution.  
Candidates shall affirm the Constitution, By-Laws, Church Covenant, and the Affirmation of Faith. 
Candidates shall likewise make a public profession of their faith and publicly commit to fulfill their 
Covenant obligations as to worship, service and care for the body. 

Section 3 DISMISSAL OF MEMBERS 
A member shall be removed from membership should she or he: 

1. Unite with another church;  
2. Request to be removed from membership; 
3. Be unfaithful in attendance and participation as determined by the Council of Elders and in 

accordance with Article II, Section 3 of the Constitution; 
4. No longer affirm the Constitution, By-Laws, Church Covenant or the Affirmation of Faith; 
5. Not satisfactorily respond to church discipline, as determined by the Council of Elders in 

accordance with Holy Scripture; or, 
6. Die. 

ARTICLE II Church Government 
Section 1 GENERAL STATEMENT 

1. Officers. The Officers of the Church shall be the Council of Elders and the Deacons. Elders shall 
be called to office by vote of the membership of the Church as provided for in Article II, Section 
2 and Section 3 of these By-Laws. Deacons shall be appointed to office by the Council of Elders 
according to the needs of the Church. All officers of the Church shall be members of the Church 
in good and regular standing. The Council of Elders shall be composed of men. Except as 
provided in paragraphs 2 and 3 below, the Council of Elders and the Deacons are the only bodies 
and positions created by these By-Laws. 

2. Clerk and Treasurer. The Council of Elders shall elect members to the positions of Church Clerk 
and Treasurer, neither of which shall also be a Vocational Elder or Vocational Minister.  The 
Elders shall provide a written description of duties to the Clerk and the Treasurer. 

3. Committees and Appointees. The Council of Elders has the authority to create committees and 
positions to which it may delegate specified aspects of its responsibility. The Council of Elders 
has the authority to dissolve any committee or position which it created. The Council of Elders 
also has the authority to appoint Elders, Deacons or other members of the Church to serve as 
members of such committees and to act as its agents in such positions. Members may nominate 
candidates for any committee, with appointment by the Council of Elders. The Council of Elders 
may delegate to a Deacon the authority to appoint members of the Church to serve on such 
committees and as agents of the Council of Elders in such positions. Every committee shall have 
a chairperson who shall be responsible for the overall operation of the committee and who shall 
be appointed by the Council of Elders. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Council of Elders may 
delegate the responsibility for selecting the chairperson to a Deacons or to the committee. 

Section 2 VOCATIONAL PASTORS AND MINISTERS 
1. Definition. Vocational Pastors are the Elders of the church who, in response to God's call, have 

devoted their vocational lives to the ministry of the Word and prayer in the service of the church 
of Christ. Vocational Ministers are the ministers of the church who, in response to God's call, 
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serve the church of Christ as their primary vocation. Both Vocational Pastors and Vocational 
Ministers are supported financially by the church in return for their vocational labors. 

2. Duties. In addition to the duties of their office as described in Sections 4 and 5 below, Vocational 
Pastors and Ministers shall perform the duties determined by the Council of Elders. The duties 
shall be in writing at the time of the call to service, and substantial changes shall be approved by 
the church. The church's call of a Vocational Pastor is a call to be an Elder of the Church. 
Therefore, Vocational Pastors shall be members of the Council of Elders and have all the Biblical 
qualifications of an Elder. Vocational Ministers are not necessarily called to be Elders, but as 
assisting partners in the ministry.  

3. Vocational Call by the Church. Upon recommendation of the Council of Elders, the members 
shall call Vocational Pastors according to Article v, Section 2 of these By-Laws. 

4.  Termination of Vocational Call by the Church. 
a. By resignation. The question of terminating the vocational call of a Vocational Pastor or 

Vocational Minister shall be considered at any time by the Church upon the presentation 
of the Pastor's or Minister’s resignation upon thirty days written notice. 

b. Grievance against Vocational Pastor. Where a grievance exists against a Vocational 
Pastor, either due to his preaching or teaching contrary to the beliefs of the Church as set 
forth in Article II of this Constitution or to alleged conduct on his part unfitting an Elder, 
such grievance may be brought before the Council of Elders by any two members in good 
standing. If the Council, after thorough investigation and consideration, believes the 
grievance to be true and substantial, then the vocational call of the Vocational Pastor may 
be terminated according to Article V, Section 2 of these By-Laws. 

c. Grievance against Vocational Minister. Where a grievance exists against a Vocational 
Minister, either due to his preaching or teaching contrary to the beliefs of the Church as 
set forth in Article II of the Constitution or to alleged conduct on his part unfitting to a 
minister, such grievance may be brought before the Council of Elders by any two 
members in good standing. If the Council, after thorough investigation and consideration, 
believes the grievance to be true and substantial, then the vocational call of the Vocational 
Minister may be terminated by the Council of Elders. 

5. Licensing and Ordination. In the matter of licensing and ordaining any person to the Gospel 
Ministry, the church shall follow the procedure recommended by the Council of Elders. 

Section 3 LAY OFFICERS 
1. Definition. Lay officers are the non-vocational Elders and Deacons of the Church. 
2. Duties. Lay Elders and Deacons shall have the duties of their offices as described in Sections 4 

and 5 below. 
3. Calling. The Council of Elders shall recognize, interview, and investigate candidates for lay Elder 

and Deacon. The Council shall provide for individual members of the Church either to 
recommend candidates or to present themselves to the Council as candidates for office and for the 
Council's further investigation. In no instances shall any individual be considered a nominee for 
the office without the nominee's consent.  

4. The Council of Elders shall present a ballot of candidates for calling Elders to the membership at 
the Annual Business Meeting or at an Interim Business Meeting.  

Lay Elders shall be called by the Church for a normal term of two years. They shall stand for 
reaffirmation not later than the third Annual Business Meeting of the Church following their call 
or previous reaffirmation. Lay Elders called at the Annual Business Meeting shall assume their 
duties at the beginning of the next fiscal year. Lay Elders called at an Interim Business Meeting 
shall assume their duties immediately. Elders may serve consecutive or non-consecutive terms. 

Deacons shall be appointed by the Council of Elders according to the needs of the Church for the 
carrying out and overseeing of various tasks and ministries. Deacons shall serve in their office as 
long as the Council of Elders determines is necessary for the specific ministry or task. 
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5. Removal. 
a. Resignation. A lay officer may resign his office at any time if he finds he is no longer able 

to discharge the duties of the office. 
b. Grievance. Where a grievance exists against a lay officer of the Church either due to the 

adherence to and propagation of beliefs contrary to the beliefs of the Church as set forth 
in Article II of this Constitution or to alleged conduct unfitting an Elder or Deacon, such 
grievance may be brought before the Council of Elders by any two members in good 
standing.  If the Council, after thorough investigation and consideration, believes the 
grievance to be true and substantial, then the lay officer may be removed from office 
upon the recommendation of the Council of Elders. 

c. Lack of reaffirmation. If a lay Elder stands for reaffirmation and fails to be reaffirmed, the 
Elder shall be removed from office. Removal from office by this means shall not be 
considered disciplinary action, nor does it eliminate one from being nominated or 
appointed as an Elder in the future. 

Section 4 COUNCIL OF ELDERS 
1. Composition. The Council of Elders shall be composed of lay Elders and Vocational Pastors. The 

Council of Elders shall be composed of a minimum of three members, with the number of Elders 
at any time determined by the needs of the ministry and by the call and qualification of men in the 
church. If there are fewer than three qualified men who desire the office of an Elder, up to two 
Deacons may be appointed by the Council of Elders to fulfill certain organizational functions of 
the Council of Elders until there are three Elders. 

2. Qualifications. Elders and nominees for Elder shall be qualified for the office as specified in the 
Bible. Relevant texts include I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 and I Peter 5:1-4.  

3. Responsibilities. The fundamental responsibility of the Elders is to devote themselves to prayer 
and to the Word. The Elders are also responsible for governing the Church, teaching the Word and 
tending the flock of God in this Church. Specifically, the tasks of the Elders shall include, though 
not be limited to: examining prospective members and acquainting them with the Affirmation of 
Faith and Church Covenant, overseeing the process of Church discipline, examining prospective 
candidates for office, scheduling and providing a moderator for business meetings, providing for 
reporting and recording of official Church business, overseeing the work of the Deacons and 
appointed church agents and committees, conducting worship services, administering the 
ordinances of the Gospel, equipping the membership of the Church for the work of the ministry, 
teaching the whole counsel of God both formally and informally, correcting error, overseeing, 
coordinating and promoting the ministries of the Church, and mobilizing the Church for world 
mission. 

4. Organization. The Council of Elders shall organize itself however it determines to be best to 
achieve the mission of the Church. The Elders shall be equal in authority but may be specialized 
in function. The Elders must meet at least once per month. Unless the Council provides 
otherwise, meetings of the Council may be held immediately upon notice. Unless otherwise 
provided for in these By-Laws, a quorum for meetings of the Elders is defined as at least one-half 
of the lay Elders plus at least one-half of the Vocational Pastors, except for matters on which only 
lay Elders are entitled to vote in which case a majority of the lay Elders shall constitute a quorum.  

Section 5 DEACONS 
1. Composition. The number of Deacons shall be determined by the needs of the ministry and by the 

call and qualification of those in the church.  
2. Qualifications. Deacons and nominees for Deacon shall be qualified for the office as specified in 

the Bible. Relevant texts include I Timothy 3:8-12. 
3. Responsibilities. The Deacons shall advise and be ready to assist the Elders in any service that 

shall support and promote the ministry of the Word.  They shall also assist in meeting the needs 
and concerns of the congregation.  
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4. Organization. The Deacons shall be organized in such a way as to best achieve the mission of the 
church. Meetings of the Deacons shall be held as needed to best fulfill the responsibilities of the 
Deacons. 

ARTICLE III Church Employees 
In addition to Vocational Pastors and Vocational Ministers, the Church may employ additional personnel. 
The Council of Elders shall be responsible for hiring and determining the duties of such personnel. 

ARTICLE IV Church Finances 
Section 1 IN GENERAL 
The Church, as a non-profit religious organization, may receive charitable contributions. These 
contributions will be recorded by the financial secretary according to the policies of the Treasurer and 
Elder for Financial Accountability. Record of contributions shall be dispersed accordingly at year end. 
The Church finances will be used to advance the Kingdom of God through local and global ministry 
efforts. This will include caring for the vocational elders and maintaining necessary facilities for worship 
and ministry. All expenses will be recorded and submitted to the financial secretary according to the 
policies of the Treasurer.  

Section 2 FUND RAISING 
No method of raising funds shall be acknowledged which is in conflict with the Scriptural ideals of the 
Church.  All funds donated to the Church shall pass through the financial secretary according to the 
policies of the Treasurer in order that due record may be made and credit given to the Church. 

Section 3 CONTRIBUTIONS 
It is understood that membership in this Church involves financial obligations to support the Church and 
its causes with regular and proportionate giving. Each member shall be encouraged in Scriptural giving. 
Special offerings may be sought by the Church, or by any of its organizations, with the approval of the 
Council of Elders. This shall not preclude individuals from making special offerings or designated gifts at 
any time as the Spirit of God may move them. 

Section 4 FINANCIAL PLANNING 
The financial planning of the Church shall be determined by the Council of Elders and carried out through 
the medium of annual budgets for the implementation of various ministries. Annual, itemized budgets 
shall be available to the membership. Matters involving the compensation of Vocational Pastors shall be 
the responsibility of the lay Elders. The Council of Elders may delegate this responsibility provided such 
delegation is to Deacons or other lay members of the Church. 

Section 5 ACCOUNTS 
Financial receipts and disbursements shall be accounted for by the financial secretary according to the 
policies of the Treasurer as to the purposes for which contributions or disbursements are designated. 

Section 6 INDEBTEDNESS 
No note or contract exceeding the lesser of ten percent (10%) of the total annual budget or ten percent 
(10%) of the unrestricted net assets of the Church whereby the credit of the Church is pledged shall be 
made except by recommendation of the Council of Elders and the approval of the Church. 

Section 7 AUTHORITY TO BIND THE CHURCH 
The Council of Elders shall authorize a minimum of three Elders or Deacons (collectively, “Authorized 
Signers”) to, in accordance with these By-Laws, the Church Constitution, and any applicable laws, 
execute legal documents relating to real estate, church property and church finances, including bank 
drafts.  At all times, a minimum of two Authorized Signers shall execute any such legal documents. 
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Section 8 FISCAL YEAR 
The fiscal year of the Church shall begin on the first day of January and end on the last day of December 
in each year. 

ARTICLE V Meetings 
Section 1 FOR WORSHIP 
Public services shall be held on Sunday. Other services may be appointed by the Council of Elders as the 
advancement of the work of the Church may require. 

Section 2 FOR BUSINESS 
1. The Annual Business Meeting. The Annual Business Meeting shall be held during the last two 

months of the fiscal year of the Church for the purpose of calling and reaffirming the lay elders, 
reviewing proposed budgets and transacting other business. 

2. The Interim Business Meeting. The Council of Elders may call for an Interim Business Meeting at 
anytime during the fiscal year for the purpose of transacting the business of the Church. 

3. Special Meetings. The Council of Elders shall call for a Special Meeting in order to provide the 
membership with notice of and the opportunity to discuss business that is expected to be 
transacted at the next Business Meeting. Notice of the Special Meeting shall be given from the 
pulpit or in writing on the next two successive Sundays preceding such meeting. 

4. To Transact Business. The transacting of Church business shall: 
a. Occur at the Annual Business Meeting or at an Interim Business Meeting (individually or 

collectively, “Business Meeting”); and 
b. Be by closed ballot; and 
c. Be by a two-thirds majority of those members present and voting at such Business 

Meeting, provided at least thirty five percent (35%) of the membership of the Church is 
present at such Business Meeting; and, 

d. Occur after notice of the time, place and object of such Business Meeting has been given 
to the membership, such notice to have been given from the pulpit or in writing on the 
next two successive Sundays preceding such meeting. Notwithstanding the generality of 
the foregoing, should the object of the Business Meeting include a: 

i. Proposal to revise, add to or amend the Constitution or By-Laws, such noticed 
shall include the proposed change or addition; 

ii. Call or reaffirmation of lay Elders, such notice shall include a ballot of nominees 
presented by the Council of Elders for membership review; 

iii. A call of a Vocational Pastor, such notice shall include biographical information 
and the proposed duties of the candidate; 

iv. The termination of the call of a Vocational Pastor, such notice shall include the 
circumstances surrounding the termination of such call. 

5. Quorum. Any number of members shall constitute a quorum at any ordinary meeting of the 
Church. At Business Meetings dealing with particular matters stipulated in these By-Laws, the 
quorums prescribed shall apply. 

6. Eligibility to Vote.  Members in good standing who are eighteen (18) years of age or older may 
vote. 

7. Rules Governing Business Meetings. Robert's Rules of Order shall be recognized as the general 
pattern for the conduct of the business meetings of the Church. Prayer shall be a part of every 
meeting. 

8. Notice Provisions. Unless specifically defined in other sections of these By-Laws or the 
Constitution, "notice . . . in writing" means a written announcement made available to the 
membership during a Sunday morning worship service, posted to the Church’s website or sent to 
the membership by electronic or regular U.S. mail, and "notice . . . from the pulpit" means an oral 
announcement during a Sunday morning worship service. 
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ARTICLE VI Organization of Members for Ministry 
Members of this church shall have the liberty to participate in and organize themselves for ministry, 
provided that such participation and organization does not conflict with Article II of the Constitution. Any 
such organization must seek prior sanction from the Council of Elders as an official ministry of the 
Church. Such sanction shall be granted provided that 1) the object, purpose, belief and conduct of the 
organization and its members is consistent with Article II of the Constitution, and 2) the primary leaders 
of the organization are members of the Church. Sanction by the Council of Elders does not necessarily 
imply support of the organization by the Church in terms of personnel, finances, or facilities; however, 
such support may be requested from the Council of Elders. 

ARTICLE VII Non-member Ministry Opportunity 
Non-members who have been regularly attending worship services may serve in ministry activities of the 
Church only upon approval by the Council of Elders. 

ARTICLE VIII Discipline 
The discipline of members shall be a responsibility of the Council of Elders under such rules and 
procedures as the Elders establish on the basis of Scripture. All such proceedings shall be guided by a 
spirit of prayer with all Christian kindness, forbearance, and firmness under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. 

ARTICLE IX Dispute Resolution 
Believing that the Bible commands Christians to make every effort to live at peace and to resolve disputes 
with each other in private or within the Christian Church (see, e.g., Matthew 18: 15–20, I Corinthians 6: 
1–8), the Church shall require its members to resolve conflict among themselves according to the Holy 
Scriptures, without reliance on the secular courts. Consistent with its call to peacemaking, the church shall 
encourage the use of biblically based principles and the avoidance of suits of law or equity to resolve 
disputes between itself and those outside the church, whether Christian or pagan and whether individuals 
or corporate entities. 

ARTICLE X Indemnification 
At the discretion of the Council of Elders, if a legal claim or criminal allegation is made against a person 
because he or she is or was an officer, employee, or agent of the Church, the Church shall provide 
indemnification against liability and costs incurred in defending against the claim if the Council of Elders 
determines that the person acted 1) in good faith, 2) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a similar 
position would exercise under similar circumstances, 3) in a manner the person reasonably believed to be 
in the best interest of the Church, and 4) the person had no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct 
was unlawful. 

If an Elder is the object of any legal claim or criminal allegation, he must recuse himself from any such 
indemnification determination. Furthermore, if a majority of the Elders is not available to make an 
indemnification determination because of the number of Elders seeking indemnification, the requisite 
determination may be made by the membership or by special legal counsel appointed by the membership. 

ARTICLE XI Amendments 
Revisions, additions or amendments to these By Laws may be made only in accordance with Article 5, 
Section 2 of these By-Laws.  

THIS FIRST AMENDED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS HAS BEEN ADOPTED AND IS 
EFFECTIVE AS OF MAY 14, 2009.

!  14


