
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Now concerning food offered to idols: 
we know that “all of  us possess knowledge.” 

This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 
 — 1 Corinthians 8:1 

T h e  L o r d ’ s  S e r v i c e  

 

Redeemer
Presbyterian Church

Ju l y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 5  



2  

 

Why a Declaration of Forgiveness?  

Every week at Redeemer the minister declares God’s forgiveness to 
the congregation. Formally known as the “absolution,” this is a pub-
lic declaration of God’s certain forgiveness and favor toward those 
who truly repent and admit their need of Christ. The minister does 
not have any inherent power to forgive sins in his person, but he 
makes this declaration as one who has been authorized by the 
Church to speak on behalf of God, who most assuredly does.  

Hearing an official pronouncement of God’s love and forgiveness is 
something that we need every week. How many of us would be satisfied 
if the only time our spouse ever declared their love for us was on 
our wedding day? Would we be at all assured if, after asking our 
spouse to declare their love, the reply came “I told you when we got 
married that I loved you, why do you keep asking me to repeat my-
self?” If this is true with our human relationships, how much more 
do we need constant reassurance from our Heavenly Father? Every 
week our conscious accuses us (rightly) that we have not obeyed a 
holy God, every week the evil one is lurking to bring condemnation 
for our failings.  The declaration of God’s forgiveness breaks 
through the accusations of our conscious and the lies of the Devil, 
and proclaims the amazing truth of the Gospel to our hearts. God 
will freely pardon all who truly repent. God’s grace is so free, so unmerited, that 
no matter what we have done, there is complete forgiveness for all who trust in 
Christ. This is a message we must hear again and again because the 
truth that God will freely forgive ungodly people is hard even for 
Christians to believe.  

We need the declaration every week, because we need to have con-
tinually impressed upon our hearts the wonderful truth so beauti-
fully expressed in the Heidelberg Catechism: “Although my con-
science accuses me that I have grievously sinned against all God’s 
commandments, have never kept any of them, and am still inclined 
to all evil, yet God, without any merit of my own, out of mere grace, 
imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness 
of Christ. He grants these to me as if I had never committed any 
sin, and as if I myself had accomplished all the obedience which 
Christ has rendered for me, if only I accept this gift with a believing 
heart.”  

Amen and Amen!  

Scott Korljan, Pastor 
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The Lord’s Service  

July 12, 2015 

Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude (Silent Preparation for Worship) 

Order of  Worship 

  Call to Worship   Psalm 145:1-3 Pastor Scott Korljan  
 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
 Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable.  

†Opening Hymn   #53  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  (Vs. 1-3, 5)                         

†Invocation   Psalm 145:14-18 
 The LORD upholds all who are falling 
  and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 The eyes of all look to you, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 You open your hand; 
  you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 
  and kind in all his works. 
 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
  to all who call on him in truth.   
 Let us pray. 

†The Greeting   2 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, 
 and the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen 

†Response   #34  “The God of Abraham Praise”   (Verse 6 only) 
 The whole triumphant host gives thanks to God on high; 
 “Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry. 
 Hail, Abraham’s God and mine! I join the heav’nly lays; 
 all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise.  

   

   
        

       † =Stand, if able                                               Bold Words=Congregation 
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  Confession of Sin   Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18 
 Our covenant God reveals his will in these two verses: “You shall love the 
 Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
 might.” “You shall not take vengeance, or bear a grudge against the sons 
 of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the 
 Lord.” God’s law clearly reveals that we are accountable to him. We do 
 not live up to the perfect standard of his righteousness. Therefore, with 
 one voice, let us confess our sins to him.  

 Gracious heavenly Father, we have heard your word and are grieved 
  by our sinfulness. According to your perfect standard of holiness 
  and righteousness, we have not loved or served you as we should, 
  but instead have often ignored your covenant with us; we have not 
  always honored and revered your name, but instead have abused it; 
  we have not always listened and learned from your word, but instead 
  have often disregarded it; we have not loved our neighbors as 
  ourselves, but instead have often behaved selfishly and unkindly 
  toward them. For these and all our sins, we repent and seek 
  forgiveness, as we ask for your abundant mercy, grace, and pardon, 
  through the atoning work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

  Declaration of  Forgiveness   Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 Hear the good news! 
 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
  who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is inter-
 ceding for us. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation 
 The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Know that you are 
 forgiven and be at peace. 

†Hymn Of Assurance   #465  “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord”  

  Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer  Elder Fred Weber 

  New Testament Reading   3 John 1 
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks Be to God! 

  Giving God Our Offerings 
 If you are seated on the center aisle, please pass the black Fellowship Pad  for all visitor to sign. 
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†Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him all creatures here below: 

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

†Sermon Text Reading   1 Corinthians 8 Bulletin Pg. 8                       
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God! 

  Sermon   “Knowledge and Doing the Right Thing”    Reverend Robert Korljan 

  Prayer of Application               

†Sermon Hymn   #600  “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought!” (Vs. 1 & 4)  

 Please be seated after singing the hymn Bulletin Pg. 11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Holy Communion 

  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus Christ for their 
 salvation, have been baptized and have publicly professed their faith as 
 members of any evangelical Christian church. We encourage families to 
 come forward together, but ask that young children not partake of the 
 elements until they have met with their Elders to make a profession of 
 their faith. We encourage those not participating to spend this time 
 reflecting on the prayers printed on Page 10.  We hope these prayers will 
 be helpful to you as you consider your relationship to Jesus Christ and 
 His people, the church. Please note that the inner rings of cups in each 
 communion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine. 

Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 

  (continued on next page) 
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  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic* church,                  (*universal) 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 The Lord be with you.                          Ruth 2:4 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts! Lamentations 3:41 
  We lift them up to the Lord!    
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 118:1 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 It is truly right to give you thanks and praise, eternal and ever blessed God 
 Lord of heaven and earth. As we set apart these common elements of bread 
 and wine for holy use, we ask you to bless them and use them to strengthen 
 and edify your people. Your wisdom is seen in all your works; your grace and 
 truth are revealed in Jesus Christ, your Son; your power and presence are 
 given to us through your Holy Spirit. Therefore, with angels and all the 
 company of heaven, and with the church on earth, we magnify your glorious 
 Name, evermore praising you and singing: 

  Sanctus 

   

  

   
           
                 k 
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 Words of Institution  

 Communion Hymns 
  “The Gospel Song” Bulletin Pg. 12
  “Wonderful, Merciful Savior” Bulletin Pg. 14
  “My Soul Finds Rest” Bulletin Pg. 16 
 #57 “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Soul” Bulletin Pg. 17 

  Prayer after Communion 
We give thanks to you almighty God, that you have refreshed us at 
your table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send 
us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

†Dismissal   #580  “Lead On, O King Eternal”  (Verse 3)   
 Lead on, O King eternal, we follow, not with fears; 
 for gladness breaks like morning where e’er thy face appears; 
 thy cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light: 
 the crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might.  

†Benediction  

†Benediction Response   “Three-fold Amen” 

  Postlude 
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 Sermon Text 
1 Corinthians 8 

1 Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone 
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to 
know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol 
has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although 
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are 
many “gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one God, the  
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  
7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former asso-
ciation with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their con-
science, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We 
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take 
care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 
block to the weak.10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in 
an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat 
food offered to idols?11 And so by your knowledge this weak person 
is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against 
your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin 
against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never 
eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.  
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Notes 
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Individual Prayers for Communion 

 Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what  
  you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the 
  reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost  
  of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an  
  understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to  
  the life that you promise.  Amen.  

 Prayer of Belief 
  Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
  before believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than 
  I ever dared to hope.  I repent of my sins of self-ruling and self- 
  saving.  I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on  
  the cross and offering forgiveness and new life.  Thank you that my  
  sin and rebellion are Yours, and Your righteous, perfect, and obedient 
  life is mine through faith in You.  Knowing that you died on the cross 
  and have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive  
  and rest upon you alone as my Savior and Lord.  I now resolve in  
  humble reliance on the Holy Spirit and through the power of the 
  gospel graciously working in my life to walk in manner pleasing to  
  You.  Amen. 

 Prayer for those struggling with Sin 
  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need, 
  and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true  
  and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
  and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to You, the 
  pioneer and perfecter of my faith.  Amen.  
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Sermon Hymn  (Vs. 1, 4) 

#600 “He Leadeth Me:  O Blessed Thought” 
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Communion Hymn 

CCLI # 2539700 
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Communion Hymn 

“Wonderful, Merciful Savior” 

CCLI # 2539700 
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Communion Hymn 

CCLI # 2539700 

“My Soul Finds Rest” 
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Communion Hymn 

CCLI # 2539700 

#57 “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Soul” 
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Prayer Requests 

 Redeemer Family: 

 June Conant-Rusch who is recovering from a fractured hip 

 Tony Pintcke who had a heart catherization 

 Pat Uhlhorn’s daughter-in-law Dea, who is recovering from a stroke 

 Bob Zimmer as he continues with his treatment for lymphoma 

 Homebound:  Dale Millward 

 Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches 

 Etiennes (Haiti), Millwards (New City church plant), Rowes (Taiwan), 
Reverend Brent Meyers (Spain) and all missionaries and their families. 

 For Churches in our Presbytery 

 New City Presbyterian Church, Royal Oak, Michigan : “Pray for our 
Summer Kids’ Camp held July 15-17, that God would do a special work 
on the lives of our church and community’s children.” 

 Christ Church, Ann Arbor, Michigan: “Pray for God’s blessing of our 
efforts to reach the city.  Praise for new families and members.” 

 Reverend Jan Dykshoorn:  “Pray that our transition continues to be 
smooth and that I may be effective as Pastor of Second Congregational.  
Praise and support for Stephan Van Eck taking up the business of 
Stated Clerk.” 

 

 

Serving Today: 
 Elder:  Fred Weber 
 Communion Set Up:  Chris & Nikki Millward 
 Greeter:  Sean & Mary Doran 
 Nursery Volunteer:  Lindsay Korljan 
 Pianist: Connie Van Til 
 Special Music:  Ginger Korljan, Flute 
 Refreshments:  Carol DeVries 
 Sound Board:  Ralph Kott 
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Announcements 

 Staffed Nursery Available - for infant to 4 years old. Please see a Deacon  
 or Greeters for directions to the Nursery. 

 Adult & Youth Sunday School on summer break 

 Next Sunday - Pastor Scott will preach from Judges 13 

 Ladies Book Study - Will meet at Church on Saturday July 25th from 
 9:30 - 11 AM.  We will discuss Chapter 9 of Idols of the Heart. 

 Clothing Corner:  Is open for business downstairs! Head down and check 
 out what we have available and bring in any items you want to donate.  See 
 Maggie Cairns with any questions. 

 Volunteers Needed: If you have an interest in coordinating a summer BBQ 
 and outreach event to our community this summer (mid/late August), please 
 contact any elder or deacon as soon as possible. If you have interest in 
 coordinating a fall harvest festival (similar to last year) please see Fred Weber. 
 We need a volunteer for both events if we hope to have them. 

 This week at Redeemer: 
 Ladies Psalm 119 Study - Tuesday starting at 9:30 AM  
 Prayer Gathering - Tuesday from Noon to 1 PM 
 Men’s Study - Thursday starting at 7:30 AM 
 Catechism Class—Meets Thursday from 11:15 to 11:45 AM; for ages 3 - 5 

 

Serving Next Sunday, July 19th: 
 Elder:  Bill Morrison 
 Communion Set Up:  Dennis & Joyce Weise 
 Greeter:  Katie Gordon 
 Nursery Volunteer:  Nikki Millward 
 Pianist: Connie Van Til 
 Special Music:  Ginger Korljan, Flute 
 Refreshments:  Teresa Kott 
 Sound Board:  David Smith 

 

 

 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Scott Korljan, Pastor ........................................................ (773) 971-4055 
Dennis Conant . .................................................................................... 941-0055 
Fred Janke .....................................................................................(216)789-1291 
Bill Morrison .......................................................................................... 645-1214 
Fred Weber  ........................................................................................... 631-1986 
David Schafer  (Emeritus) 

 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Chris Millward ....................................................................................... 392-2410    
C.J. Weber ................................................................................... (231) 357-9553 
Dennis Weise ......................................................................................... 223-7483 
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