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Let what you say be simply 
„Yes‟ or „No‟; 

anything more than this comes from evil.  
—Matthew 5:37 
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Why The Invocation and God’s Greeting? 

God begins the worship service by calling us to worship. We the congregation 
respond to that call by “entering his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise” and by calling on the name of the Lord through the opening 
prayer of invocation. A prayer of invocation names the God to whom we are 
praying, hallows and exalts that name, and includes a request that our worship 
be inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

God responds to our invocation by greeting the assembled congregation. The 
minister, speaking on God's behalf, says the following: "Grace and to you and 
peace from God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit." This language 
mirrors the greetings from God to his people that we find in Scripture (see Gal 
1:3), and functions to assure the congregation that God has not only heard 
their prayer, but that he will most certainly answer. His greeting gives us full 
assurance that, true to his word, God will be present with us throughout the 
service. 

Just as significantly, the greeting also assures us that God is going to act for 
us throughout the service. In other words, God's presence in the service is not 
as a spectator who will watch us from a distance, but as one who is an active 
participant. God is not the audience for the worship service, God is the primary 
actor in the worship service. Through his Word and Sacrament, by his Spirit, he 
will act to bring us every spiritual blessing in Christ. He will use the seemingly 
ordinary activities of reading his word, preaching his word, and partaking of 
the Supper to build us up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salva-
tion. 

If we believe this, it will give us a sense of expectancy about worship that we 
will not have otherwise. We do not go to worship only to give to God, but to 
receive his good gifts to us. When we worship, in other words, we are not 
merely remembering and celebrating what God did a long time ago for other 
people, we are also experiencing his saving power in the present. As theolo-
gian Michael Horton reminds us, worship is much more than "just talk about 
God and the wonders he has wrought,” it is primarily “another opportunity for 
God to work among us through the means that he has ordained."   
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       † =Stand, if able                                               Bold Words=Congregation 

The Lord‟s Service  

June 4, 2017 

Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude 

Order of  Worship 

  Call to Worship   Psalm  34:1-3 Pastor Scott Korljan 
 I will bless the LORD at all times; 
  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 
 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 
  and let us exalt his name together!  

†Opening Hymn   #167  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” (Vs. 1-3 & 6 only) 
    Bulletin Pg. 9 

†Invocation   Psalm 124:8 
 Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 People: who made heaven and earth. 

 Let us pray. 

†The Greeting   2 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, 
 and the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen 

†Response #53  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Verse 5 only)         
 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again; 
 gladly fore‟er we adore him. 
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  Confession of Sin   1 Peter 1:14-16; Romans 3:23; Hebrews 4:16 
 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 
 former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy 
 in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” “Let us then 
 with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
 mercy and find grace to help in the time of need.” 

  Silent Confession 

 Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We 
 humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you 
 with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We 
 have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, 
 our God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In 
 your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean 
 heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from 
 your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy 
 of your salvation, and sustain us with a willing Spirit, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  Declaration of  Forgiveness   Romans 5:8-9  
 Hear the good news!  
 “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
  Christ died for us. Since therefore, we have now been justified by his 
  blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
 Therefore, to all who have confessed their sins before God and repented 
  of them, be at peace and know that you are forgiven. 

†Hymn of Assurance   “Not in Me”  Bulletin Pg. 10 

  Prayers of Intercession and the Lord‟s Prayer Elder Fred Weber 

  New Testament Reading   Matthew 19:3-8; 23:16-22 
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God! 

  Giving God Our Offerings   
 If you are seated on the center aisle, please pass the red Visitor Pad for all visitors to sign. 
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†Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him all creatures here below: 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

†Sermon Text Reading   Matthew 5:31-37 Bulletin Pg. 8 
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God! 

  Sermon 
 “The Greater Righteousness of the Kingdom:  Divorce and Dishonesty” 
    Pastor Scott Korljan 

  Prayer of Application 

†Sermon Hymn   #679  “ „Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”   (Verse 1 only) 

 Please be seated after singing the hymn  
 „Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take him at his word; 
 just to rest upon his promise; just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.” 
 Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I‟ve proved him o‟er and o‟er! 
 Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more! 

Holy Communion 

  Invitation to the Lord‟s Table 
 We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus Christ for their 
 salvation, have been baptized and have publicly professed their faith as 
 members of any evangelical Christian church. We encourage families to 
 come forward together, but ask that young children not partake of the 
 elements until they have met with their Elders to make a profession of  
 their faith. We encourage those not participating to spend this time 
 reflecting on the prayers (Page 16). We hope these prayers will be helpful 
 to you as you consider your relationship to Jesus Christ and His people, 
 the church. Please note that the „purple‟ cups in each communion tray 
 contain non-alcoholic wine; the „clear‟ cups contain wine. 
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  Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles‟ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic* church, (*universal) 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 The Lord be with you.     Ruth 2:4 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts!    Lamentations 3:41 
  We lift them up to the Lord!    
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 118:1 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
   “It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise for you 
 are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son. As we 
 come now to the supper which he gave to us, we ask for the blessing of
 the Holy Spirit, that the bread that we break and the cup that we bless
 would be a participation in the body and blood of our Lord. And now,
 with the angels, and all the company of heaven, we magnify your glorious 
 Name, evermore praising you and singing:  
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  Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Words of Institution and Breaking of the Bread 

  Communion Hymns 
 #523 “My Hope Is in the Lord”  Bulletin Pg. 11 
  “Before the Throne of God Above” Bulletin Pg. 12 
  “Across the Lands” Bulletin Pg. 14 

  Prayer after Communion 
 We give thanks to you almighty God, that you have refreshed us at 
your table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

†Dismissal    “Come, People of the Risen King”  (Verse 3 only)  
 Come, young and old from every land, men and women of the faith. 
 Come, those with full or empty hands; find the riches of His grace. 
 Over all the world His people sing; shore to shore we hear them call 
 the Truth that cries through every age: “Our God is all in all.” 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue Rejoice! 
 One heart, one voice, oh, Church of Christ rejoice! 

†Benediction  

  Postlude  
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 Sermon Text 
Matthew 5:31-37 

31 “It was also said, „Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate 
of divorce.‟ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except 
on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and who-
ever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, „You shall not 
swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.‟ 34 But 
I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne 
of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is 
the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you 
cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply „Yes‟ or 
„No‟; anything more than this comes from evil.  
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Opening Hymn (Vs. 1-3 & 6 only) 
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Hymn of Assurance 

“Not in Me” 

CCLI # 2539700 
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Communion Hymn 

#523   “My Hope is in the Lord” 
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Communion Hymn 

CCLI # 2539700 

“Before the Throne of God Above” 
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Individual Prayers for Communion 

 Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what   
  you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the 
  reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost   
  of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an   
  understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to   
  the life that you promise.  Amen. 

 Prayer of Belief 
  Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
  before believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than  
  I ever dared to hope.  I repent of my sins of self-ruling and self-saving.
  I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross  
  and offering forgiveness and new life.  Thank you that my sin and   
  rebellion are Yours, and Your righteous, perfect, and obedient life is  
  mine through faith in You.  Knowing that you died on the cross and   
  have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive and  
  rest upon you alone as my Savior and Lord.  I now resolve in humble  
  reliance on the Holy Spirit and through the power of the gospel 
  graciously working in my life to walk in manner pleasing to You. Amen. 

 Prayer for those struggling with Sin 
  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need,  
  and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true   
  and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,  
  and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to You, the  
  pioneer and perfecter of my faith.  Amen.  
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Prayer Requests 
 Redeemer Family: 

Homebound:  Dale Millward, June Rusch and Reva Sharp 

- Eleanor Schafer, pray for healing 

- Kimberly Close, sister of Katina Gibson, who is struggling with physical,  
  emotional and spiritual difficulties. Pray that God‟s love and comfort would   
  meet her in this season of need. 

  Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches: 

 Etiennes in Haiti 

 Millwards and Reverend Jon Saunders, Redeemer Detroit church plant 

 Reverend Neil Quinn, Kalamazoo church plant 

 Reverend Brent Meyers in Spain 

 and all missionaries and their families. 

  Churches in our Presbytery: 

Christ Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan - Lead Pastor Andrew (Lisa) 

VanderMaas; Pastor Steve (Kris) Holladay; Pastoral Resident Addison 

(Lynnette) Hawkins. We praise God for a great end to the ministry/school 

year and for many committed adult and children‟s Sunday School teachers. 

Pray for our church plant efforts as a small group of folks are meeting regu-

larly to determine mission, vision and location. We are also praying for sum-

mer outreach through picnics in local parks, a children‟s day camp and sev-

eral youth/college mission trips. 

 Christ Covenant Church, Midland, Michigan - Pastor David (Rhonda) 

Sarafolean. Pray for us as we are taking nominations for the office of elder 

and deacon. Pray that God would raise up additional officers. Pray for us to 

have effective witness and outreach to our community. 

 Reverend Tom Vanden Heuvel - Praise that the spine surgery done at 

May Clinic last July was very successful.. I am grateful to the Lord for a 

complete recovery. Since my last report, my brother, Rev. Henry Vanden 

Heuvel, retired pastor of the CRC, passed away from lung and bone cancer 

on September 25. We mourn his loss and praise the Lord for his home going. 

Please pray for the search committee as they seek a new senior pastor. I am 

grateful to have ordained my grandson, Rev. Ross Jelgerhuis, a recent gradu-

ate of Covenant Seminary, as a new pastor in the Community Presbyterian 

Church (PCA) in Gainesville, Florida. Please pray for a productive ministry 

for him and the church. 
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 Announcements 

 Staffed Nursery Available - for infant to 4 years old. Please see a Deacon or 
 Greeters for directions to the Nursery. 

 Next Sunday - Pastor Scott will preach from Matthew 5:38-48 

 Detroit Project Offering - Next Sunday 

  

  This week at Redeemer:  

Prayer Gathering - Tuesday, 12 Noon 

Men‟s Study - Thursday, 7:30 AM 
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Serving Today: 
  Communion Set Up:  Barb Weber / Kate Empie 
  Elder:   Fred Weber 
  Greeting:   Buzz & Cathy Bauers, Tom & Beth Nussdorfer, 
   Carol DeVries 
  Music Ministry:  Connie Van Til 
  Nursery: Heidi Van Til 
  Refreshments:   Beth Nussdorfer 
  Sound Board:   Max Wolfe 

 Serving on Sunday, June 11th: 
  Communion Set Up:  Ralph & Teresa Kott 
  Elder:   Fred Janke 
  Greeting:   Vern & McKinzie Robinson, Todd & Katina Gibson, 
   Kit Hinz 
  Music Ministry:  Connie Van Til 
  Nursery: Berneice Gonder 
  Refreshments:   Melissa Weber 
  Sound Board:   Gavin Weber 

 

 

 

 

Want to receive Redeemer email notifications & reminders? 
Contact the Church office at: 

email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 
phone:  231-946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
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 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Scott Korljan, Pastor ........................................................ (773) 971-4055 
Fred Janke .....................................................................................(216)789-1291 
Bill Morrison .......................................................................................... 645-1214 
Fred Weber  ........................................................................................... 631-1986 
David Schafer  (Emeritus) 

 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Bob Israel  .............................................................................................. 645-4054 
Chris Millward ....................................................................................... 392-2410 
Dennis Weise ......................................................................................... 223-7483 
 

     
 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
402 W. Ninth Street 

Traverse City, MI 49684 

(231) 946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 

Sunday School:  9 AM 
Worship Service: 10:15 AM 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
 

 


