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And now I ask you, Church—not as though 
I were writing to you a new commandment, 

but the one we have had from the beginning— 
that we love one another. 

—2 John 5 

T h e  L o r d ‟ s  S e r v i c e  

Ju n e  1 8 ,  2 0 1 7  
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Why a Declaration of Forgiveness? 

Every week at Redeemer the minister declares God’s forgiveness to the con-
gregation. Formally known as the “absolution,” this is a public declaration of 
God’s certain forgiveness and favor toward those who truly repent and admit 
their need of Christ. The minister himself does not have any inherent power to 
forgive sins in his person, but he makes this declaration as one who has been 
authorized by the Church to speak on behalf of God, who most assuredly does.  

Hearing an official pronouncement of God’s love and forgiveness is something 
that we need every week. How many of us would be satisfied if the only time 
our spouse ever declared their love for us was on our wedding day? Would we 
be at all assured if, after asking our spouse to declare their love, the reply 
came “I told you when we got married that I loved you, why do you keep ask-
ing me to repeat myself?” If this is true with our human relationships, how 
much more do we need constant reassurance from our Heavenly Father? Every 
week our conscience accuses us (rightly) that we have not obeyed a holy God, 
every week the evil one is lurking to bring condemnation for our failings.  The 
declaration of God’s forgiveness breaks through the accusations of our con-
science and the lies of the Devil, and proclaims the amazing truth of the Gospel 
to our hearts. God will freely pardon all who truly repent. God’s grace is so free, 
so unmerited, that no matter what we have done, there is complete forgiveness 
for all who trust in Christ. This is a message we must hear again and again be-
cause the truth that God will freely forgive ungodly people is hard even for 
Christians to believe.  

We need the declaration every week, because we need to have continually 
impressed upon our hearts the wonderful truth so beautifully expressed in the 
Heidelberg Catechism: “Although my conscience accuses me that I have griev-
ously sinned against all God’s commandments, have never kept any of them, 
and am still inclined to all evil, yet God, without any merit of my own, out of 
mere grace, imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holi-
ness of Christ. He grants these to me as if I had never committed any sin, and 
as if I myself had accomplished all the obedience which Christ has rendered for 
me, if only I accept this gift with a believing heart.”  

Amen and Amen!  
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       † =Stand, if able                                               Bold Words=Congregation 

The Lord‟s Service  

June 18, 2017 

Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude 

Order of  Worship 

  Call to Worship   Psalm  95:1-3 Pastor Scott Korljan 
 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 For the LORD is a great God, 
  and a great King above all gods.  

†Opening Hymn   “Come Praise and Glorify”  Bulletin Pg. 9 

†Invocation   Psalm 124:8 
 Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 People: Who made heaven and earth. 

 Let us pray. 

†The Greeting   2 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, 
 and the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen 

†Response #53  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Verse 5 only)         
 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again; 
 gladly fore‟er we adore him. 

Confession of Sin   Romans 13:8-10 
 Owe no one anything, except to love one another. The one who loves the 
 other fulfills the law. For the commandments, "Do not commit adultery,  
 do not murder, do not steal, do not covet," and any other commandment, 
 are summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as your self.”
 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is fulfilling of the law. 
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   My sins are more in number than the sand of the sea; my transgress-
 ions are multiplied, O Lord! I am unworthy to speak your name on 
 my own because of the multitude of my iniquities. Your will is that I 
 love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, and my neighbor as myself. 
 O how I am insufficient for this calling. Forgive me of my wicked 
 and stale heart. Send your Spirit to draw me nearer to you and your 
 ways. Make me like the loving Jesus; give me his benevolent temper, 
 grant me a benevolent heart, that I might please you, and shine your 
 glory before a dark world.  

  Declaration of  Forgiveness   Isaiah 55:6-7 

 Hear the good news!  
 "Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let 
 him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to 
 our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Beloved, when we confess our 
 sins and cry out to Him he forgives all our iniquities.   

†Hymn of Assurance   #257  “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” 

  Receiving of New Members - 
 Ellen Racine and Roger & Linda Rowe  

 1.  Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly  
  deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?  

 2.  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of  
  sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is 
  offered in the Gospel?  

 3.  Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the 
  Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of  
  Christ? 

 4.  Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best 
      of your ability?  

 5.  Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, 
  and promise to study its purity and peace? 

  Questions to the Congregation: 
 Do you as a congregation now welcome these brothers and sisters as members 
 of this body? 

  We do. 
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 Do you promise to take serious your responsibilities to build up these new 
 members and to seek to practice with them true Christian community and 
 true Biblical church life? 

  We do. 

  Prayers of Intercession and the Lord‟s Prayer Mr. Chris Stevens 

  Scripture Reading   John 13:34-35, 1 John 4:19-21 
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God! 

  Giving God Our Offerings   
 If you are seated on the center aisle, please pass the red Visitor Pad for all visitors to sign. 

†Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him all creatures here below: 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

†Sermon Text Reading   2 John 1-6 Bulletin Pg. 8 
 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God! 

  Sermon 
 “Loud Call From a Little Letter”  Mr. Chris Stevens 

  Prayer of Application 

†Sermon Hymn   #347  “The Church’s One Foundation”   (Verse 2 only) 

 Please be seated after singing the hymn  
 Elect from ev‟ry nation, yet one o‟er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
 one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, with ev‟ry grace endued. 

  Holy Communion 

  Invitation to the Lord‟s Table 
 We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus Christ for their 
 salvation, have been baptized and have publicly professed their faith as 
 members of any evangelical Christian church. We encourage families to 
 come forward together, but ask that young children not partake of the 
 elements until they have met with their Elders to make a profession of  
 (Continued on next page) 
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 their faith. We encourage those not participating to spend this time 
 reflecting on the prayers printed on Page 12. We hope these prayers will 
 be helpful to you as you consider your relationship to Jesus Christ and 
 His people, the church. Please note that the „purple‟ cups in each  
 communion tray contain non-alcoholic wine; the „clear‟ cups contain 
 wine. 

  Affirmation of Faith    The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic* church, (*universal) 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 The Lord be with you.     Ruth 2:4 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts!    Lamentations 3:41 
  We lift them up to the Lord!    
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 118:1 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 “It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise for 
 you are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son. As 
 we come now to the supper which he gave to us, we ask for the blessing 
 of the Holy Spirit, that the bread that we break and the cup that we bless
 would be a participation in the body and blood of our Lord. And now,
 with the angels, and all the company of heaven, we magnify your glorious 
 Name, evermore praising you and singing:  
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  Sanctus 

  Words of Institution and Breaking of the Bread 

  Communion Hymns 
 #253 “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” (Vs. 1, 3 & 5 only) 
  “For the Cause” Bulletin Pg.  
  “By Faith”  Bulletin Pg.  

  Prayer after Communion 
 We give thanks to you almighty God, that you have refreshed us at 
your table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

†Dismissal    “Come, People of the Risen King”  (Verse 3 only)  
 Come, young and old from every land, men and women of the faith. 
 Come, those with full or empty hands; find the riches of His grace. 
 Over all the world His people sing; shore to shore we hear them call 
 the Truth that cries through every age: “Our God is all in all.” 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue Rejoice! 
 One heart, one voice, oh, Church of Christ rejoice! 

†Benediction  

  Postlude  
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 Sermon Text 
2 John 1-6 

1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not 
only I, but also all who know the truth, 2 because of the truth that abides in 
us and will be with us forever:  

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from 
Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love.  

4 I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as 
we were commanded by the Father. 5 And now I ask you, dear lady—not as 
though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had 
from the beginning—that we love one another. 6 And this is love, that we 
walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you 
have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.  
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Opening Hymn (Vs. 1-3 & 6 only) 

CCLI # 2539700 

“Come Praise and Glorify” 
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Communion Hymn 

“For the Cause” 

CCLI # 2539700c 
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Communion Hymn 

“By Faith” 

CCLI # 2539700 
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Individual Prayers for Communion 

 Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what   
  you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the 
  reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost   
  of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an   
  understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to   
  the life that you promise.  Amen. 

 Prayer of Belief 
  Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
  before believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than  
  I ever dared to hope.  I repent of my sins of self-ruling and self-saving.
  I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross  
  and offering forgiveness and new life.  Thank you that my sin and   
  rebellion are Yours, and Your righteous, perfect, and obedient life is  
  mine through faith in You.  Knowing that you died on the cross and   
  have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive and  
  rest upon you alone as my Savior and Lord.  I now resolve in humble  
  reliance on the Holy Spirit and through the power of the gospel 
  graciously working in my life to walk in manner pleasing to You. Amen. 

 Prayer for those struggling with Sin 
  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need,  
  and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true   
  and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,  
  and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to You, the  
  pioneer and perfecter of my faith.  Amen.  
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Prayer Requests 
 Redeemer Family: 

  Homebound:  Dale Millward, June Rusch and Reva Sharp 

  Eleanor Schafer, pray for healing and strength. 

  Kimberly Close, sister of Katina Gibson, who is struggling with physical,  
  emotional and spiritual difficulties. Pray that God’s love and comfort  
  would meet her in this season of need. 

 Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches: 
  Etiennes in Haiti 
  Millwards and Reverend Jon Saunders, Redeemer Detroit church plant 
  Reverend Neil Quinn, Kalamazoo church plant 
  Reverend Brent Meyers in Spain 
  and all missionaries and their families. 

 Churches in our Presbytery: 

  Tyrone Covenant Presbyterian Church, Fenton, Michigan - Pastors 

  James (Sandy) Mascow & Mark (Nancy) Hudson:  Please pray for 

  the Session, leadership and congregation of Tyrone Covenant as Pastor 

  James Mascow will be stepping down as senior pastor at the end of this 

  summer to serve as an assistant pastor at Knox Presbyterian Church in 

  Harrison Township. 

 Providence Presbyterian Church, Lansing, Michigan - Pastor Dan  

  (Kathy) Bratt:  Pray for those involved in the church as it closes. 
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 Announcements 

 Staffed Nursery Available - for infant to 4 years old. Please see a Deacon or 
 Greeters for directions to the Nursery. 

 Next Sunday - Pastor Scott will preach from Matthew 5:43-48. 

 Ladies Book Club - All ladies are invited to a summer book discussion on 
 The Hole in our Holiness by Kevin DeYoung, a PCA pastor. We will meet on 
 a Thursday once a month:  June 22, July 20, and August 24 from 10-11:30 a.m. 
 The first one will be at the home of Cindy Sabotka. Please bring your book, 
 favorite beverage, and a portable lawn chair. If you have any questions please 
 please contact Cherie vonDrehle. 

 Summer Picnic! - Our first summer picnic will be on Sunday, June 25 at the 
 Greilickville Harbor Park Pavilion, immediately following our worship service.  
 As usual, please bring your food, beverages, tableware and any beach/water 
 toys. We have the Pavilion reserved until 7 PM so come and enjoy an afternoon 
 at the beach! 

  

  This week at Redeemer:  

Prayer Gathering - Tuesday, 12 Noon 

Men‟s Study - Thursday, 7:30 AM 
(The Mortification of Sin by John Owen) 

 

 Financials Through May 31, 2017 
 Budgeted Expenses: $ 131,270 
 Actual Expenses: $ 118,517 
 *Giving & Rentals: $ 116,139 
 (*Includes $ 9,625 in Rental Income) 
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Serving Today: 
  Communion Set Up:  Les & Mary Leone 
  Elder:   Bill Morrison 
  Greeting:   Vern & McKinzie Robinson, Todd & Katina Gibson, 
   Kit Hinz 
  Music Ministry:  Connie Van Til, Anna Gibson, Lily Gibson,  
   Lindsay Korljan 
  Nursery: Lindsay Korljan 
  Refreshments:   Barb Weber 
  Sound Board:   David Smith 

 Serving on Sunday, June 25th: 
  Communion Set Up:  Chris & Nikki Millward 
  Elder:   Fred Weber 
  Greeting:   Vern & McKinzie Robinson, Todd & Katina Gibson, 
   Kit Hinz 
  Music Ministry:  Connie Van Til 
  Nursery: Beverly McSauby 
  Refreshments:   Church Picnic! 
  Sound Board:   Ralph Kott 

 

 

 

Want to receive Redeemer email notifications & reminders? 
Contact the Church office at: 

email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 
phone:  231-946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
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 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Scott Korljan, Pastor ........................................................ (773) 971-4055 
Fred Janke .....................................................................................(216)789-1291 
Bill Morrison .......................................................................................... 645-1214 
Fred Weber  ........................................................................................... 631-1986 
David Schafer  (Emeritus) 

 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Bob Israel  .............................................................................................. 645-4054 
Chris Millward ....................................................................................... 392-2410 
Dennis Weise ......................................................................................... 223-7483 
 

     
 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
402 W. Ninth Street 

Traverse City, MI 49684 

(231) 946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 

Sunday School:  9 AM 
Worship Service: 10:15 AM 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 
 

 


