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Psalm 110:4—The LORD has sworn and will not change 
his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order 
of Melchizedek.”  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Welcome to Redeemer! 
Thank you for joining us for worship today. Especially if 

this is your first time with us, we are glad you are here. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask one of our greeters or any-

one with a nametag regarding location of the nursery, 

restrooms, or just a cup of coffee!   

We realize that the flow and order of our worship may 

be unfamiliar, so there are notes in the margins that will 

help you participate and offer some explanations. Our 

service is designed to be both biblical and Christ cen-

tered, as each week we cycle through the wonderful 

truths of the Gospel.  We gather weekly not for a lecture, 

conference, or concert, but for an encounter with God, 

and so our service follows the pattern God gave his peo-

ple thousands of years ago: God speaks and we respond.  

 Calling – Worship begins with Gods’ invitation to 

worship.  He always takes the initiative and moves 

towards us. 

 Cleansing – God reminds us that we are forgiven in 

Christ and loved as his children 

 Consecration – God builds us up through his Word 

 Communion – God brings us as children to his table 

to affirm his relationship with us.  

 Commission – God sends us out in the power of his 

Spirit to live as his ambassadors before a watching 

world. 

Whether you are a committed believer, skeptic, or some-

where in the middle, we are glad you are here today. 

Please feel free to participate actively or just listen and 

observe. Jesus Christ makes audacious and wonderful 

claims, and our church is a place where you can process 

those freely and safely.  

We would love to know that you were here this morning. 

The back of this bulletin contains a tear off sheet that 

you can put in the offering basket during service. If there 

is any way we can pray for you, or you have questions 

about Christianity or our church, you can indicate that 

as well. There is more information about our church 

activities, events, and beliefs in the back pages of this 

bulletin and on our website.   

A Word to Parents with 
Young Children 

We have a staffed nursery avail-

able for children ages 0-4. For 

those who have younger children 

remaining in the service, please 

relax and take a deep breath! We 

want them in the service and they 

are not a distraction. Keeping our 

children in as much as possible is 

one of the best gifts we can give 

them, as they will not only learn 

the importance of worship but 

will also pick up much more than 

we sometimes think. Feel free to 

sit up front where it is easier for 

your kids to see and hear what is 

happening. So again, relax and 

take a deep breath. The noises and 

excitement that comes with hav-

ing children in our worship is not 

a distraction, but a gift from God 

to our entire church.   

Redeemer at a Glance 

We are a church that seeks to 
Glorify God by making disciples 
who are growing in love for God, 
love for each other, and love for 
our neighbor. Please join us for 
any of our weekly events, more 
information is in the back of the 
bulletin. 

 Community Groups 

 Men’s & Women’s Ministry 

 Service opportunities 
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The Advent Season 

This Sunday marks the fourth Sunday of the Advent season, which is the four Sundays 
immediately preceding Christmas Day. The term “Advent” is taken from the Latin word 
which means coming or arrival, and is a season the church has historically set aside for 
special attention on the significance of the first coming of Christ, and on our waiting for 
him to come again.  

 Over the next four weeks we will begin our service with Scripture readings and prayers 
that help us remember the waiting of God’s people for the Messiah that was fulfilled in 
Christ’s first coming. The hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” captures this Old Testament 
longing powerfully: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns 
in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.” Looking back on Christ’s birth, we rejoice 
that God fulfilled his promises by sending the Messiah, Jesus Christ, to save his people from 
sin.  At the same time, the Advent season reminds us that we, like Israel, are also waiting 
for our full redemption. We are living in a world broken by sin, death, disease, 
difficulties, and trials of every kind.  Just as Israel longed for the Messiah, so we long for the 
second coming of Christ and his promise to destroy sin and its curse in this world, 
that day when “He will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 

Advent is thus a season that emphasizes waiting, preparation, and repentance for God’s 
people. As one Christian author reminds us: 

 While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping,  
 lights and decorations, and joyful carols, Advent is intended to be a season of  
 fasting, much like Lent, and there are a variety of ways that this time of mourning 
 works itself out in the season. Reflection on the violence and evil in the world 
 cause us to cry out to God to make things right—to put death’s dark shadows to 
 flight. Our exile in the present makes us look forward to our future Exodus. And 
 our own sinfulness and need for grace leads us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew 
 his work in conforming us into the image of Christ. 

 One of the great benefits of the Advent season is that it helps us re-focus, particularly in 
the midst of the consumerism everywhere around us, that our hope is not in this world. 
As we share in the longing of God’s people of old for Jesus’ first coming, we 
renew new our desire for his second coming. This season is also another opportunity 
for us to cultivate an attitude of repentance and humility for our sin. If we are to fully 
enter into the joy of Jesus’ birth on Christmas morning, we must ask God to help us 
mourn over our captivity to sin and failure to love and serve him which made it 
necessary.  
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                       The Lord’s Service 

                            December 22, 2019 

                        Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude    

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Reading, Prayer and Candle Lighting 

Call to  Worship                                                    Pastor Scott Korljan 

Luke 2:10-14 

 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
 news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
 born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
 swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
 with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
 saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
 those with whom he is pleased!”  

† Opening Hymn   #195  “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”  
      (Vss. 1, 2, & 4 only) 

                                 

 

The Call to  
Worship gives  
God the first 
word in our 
service. God 
always comes 
to us before we 
come to him. 
God graciously 
invites us to 
enter His 
presence with 
Thanksgiving! 
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† Invocation  

Psalm 124:8 

 Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 People: who made heaven and earth. 
 Pastor:  Let us pray. 

† The Greeting 

Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14  

 Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son,  
 and the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen 

† Response  #218  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

 All creation, join in praising 
 God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to th’eternal Three in One: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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Confession of Sin 

Matthew 2:10-11 

 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
 joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
 mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
 their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
 and myrrh.  

 Almighty and merciful God, we confess today that our joy 
 is not what it should be in light of all that you have done 
 for us in Christ. We do not stand in awe and wonder as 
 we ought at the indescribable gift of your Son entering 
 this world to save us from our sins.  Our love is often 
 divided, and our worship lukewarm. We fail to give to 
 you our best gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We 
 fail to reflect the love of Christ we have so richly received 
 to those around us.  In your great mercy forgive us, O God, 
 for His sake, and restore to us the joy of our great salvation.  
 May the gift of your Son on Christmas morning recapture our 
 hearts and stir us up to greater faith, love, joy, and worship. 
 Amen. 

Declaration of  Forgiveness  

Galatians 4:4-5 

 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
 Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
 were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  

The Call to 
Confession 
invites us to 
honest 
expression 
before God that 
we are not 
as we were 
made to be. The 
church is not a 
gathering of 
perfect people, 
we are all 
sinners in 
various stages 
of recovery. 

The Declaration 
of Forgiveness 
breaks through 
the accusations 
of our  
conscious, the 
lies of the evil 
one, and  
proclaims the 
amazing truth 
of the gospel 
to our heart! 
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† Hymn of Assurance   #213  “What Child Is This” 
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Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer                  Pastor Chris Stevens 

Scripture Reading 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God!          

Giving God Our Offerings  

Special Offertory Music   “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”            Ashby Mizell 

† Doxology  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

† Sermon Text Reading 

Psalm 110 
The LORD says to my Lord: 
     “Sit at my right hand, 
 until I make your enemies your footstool.”  

2 The LORD sends forth from Zion 
     your mighty scepter. 
     Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3 Your people will offer themselves freely 
     on the day of your power, 
     in holy garments; 
 from the womb of the morning, 
     the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4 The LORD has sworn 
     and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
     after the order of Melchizedek.”  
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5 The Lord is at your right hand; 
     he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
6 He will execute judgment among the nations, 
     filling them with corpses; 
 he will shatter chiefs 
     over the wide earth. 
7 He will drink from the brook by the way; 
     therefore he will lift up his head.  

Hebrews 1:1-4, 13 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the proph-
ets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

13 And to which of the angels has he ever said,  
 “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?  

Hebrews 7:21-25 
21 but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him:  

 “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, 
 ‘You are a priest forever.’”  

22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.  

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  

 This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Thanks be to God!          

Sermon     “He Is Our Priest Forever, Able To Save To The Uttermost” 
                            Pastor Scott Korljan 
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Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Discussion 

1. Look up the cross references and locate the various places in the New Testament 
 where Psalm 110:1 is quoted. Discuss how Christ is seen as the fulfillment. 
2. How does the incarnation motivate me to give myself as a free will offering to God? 
 What are some specific ways God is calling me to do this? 
3. Why is it so hard to believe that God really loves us? How does the birth of Jesus  
 encourage our heart? 

 

† Sermon Hymn    #203   “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ” 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
 Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
 with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
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We recite a 
creed each week 
as a way to 
prepare for 
communion and 
also to connect 
our worship to 
generations of 
Christians who 
have gone 
before us.  

 

Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus Christ for their 
salvation, have been baptized, and are in good standing with any church 
that proclaims the Gospel. Please note that we use wine for Communion, 
but the inter rings (colored cups) contain non-alcoholic wine if you prefer. 
A gluten free wafer is available in place of bread, just ask the minister when 
you come forward. We come forward in two lines as each row is dismissed.  
We encourage children to come forward, but ask that they not take the 
elements unless they have met with their Elders to make a profession of  
heir faith. There is no pressure to take communion if you are not ready. 
Feel free to stay in your seat or come forward but indicate that you are 
not partaking. 

Affirmation of Faith    Philippians 2:5-11 
 Christ Jesus, 
 Though he was in the form of God, 
 Did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
 But emptied himself, 
 Taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form 
 He humbled himself 
 And became obedient to the point of death— 
 Even death on a cross.  
 Therefore God also highly exalted him  
 And gave him the name that is above every name, 
 So that at the name of Jesus  
 Every knee should bow, 
 In heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 And every tongue should confess the glory of God: 
 Jesus Christ is Lord!  Amen.    

 

 

We celebrate 
communion 
each week to 
remember what 
Christ has done 
and to be  
nourished 
spiritually. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 

 The Lord be with you.    Ruth 2:4 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts!   Lamentations 3:41 
  We lift them up to the Lord!    
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 118:1 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 our Lord. We  praise you that you sent him into this world to satisfy 
 our need and our longing for a Savior, to bring freedom to the 
 captives of sin, and to establish justice for the oppressed. And now 
 as we set apart these common elements of bread and wine, we ask 
 you to bless them so that the bread that we break, and the cup of 
 blessing which we bless, would be for us by faith a participation in 
 the body and blood of  our Lord. Now with the angels and all the 
 company of heaven, and with the church on earth, we  magnify your 
 glorious Name, evermore praising you and singing: 

Sanctus 

 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
 The whole earth is full of his glory,  
 the whole earth is full of his glory, 
 the whole earth is full of his glory, 
 Holy is the Lord. 

 

 

 
  

The “Sursum 
Corda” (Lift up 
your hearts!) has 
been used in 
Christian worship 
for centuries. The 
prayer that 
follows asks God 
to set apart the 
ordinary bread 
and wine for this 
special use. 
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Words of Institution and Breaking of the Bread 

Special Communion Music        “Noel”                                                 Teresa Kott 

Prayer after Communion 

 Gracious God, you love us, have chosen us, and redeemed us through your 
 Son, Jesus Christ, who took on flesh and dwelt among us, and who gave His life 
 willingly for our salvation. Give us joy in His coming, and greater hope in His 
 coming again.  Until that day, help us by your Holy Spirit to go into this world to 
 love and serve you and others in His name, and for His glory.  Amen. 
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† Post Communion Hymn      “Before the Throne of God Above”  
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† Benediction  

† Benediction Response   #207   “Good Christian Men Rejoice”  

 Good Christian men, rejoice, 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave: 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

Postlude 
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Prayer Requests 
 Redeemer Family: 

 - Pansy Peckham (Susan Johnson’s mother), pray for healing; pray for comfort 
   for Susan. 

 - Bobbie VanTil (sister-in-law to Ethan & Dirk), pray for strength and calming as  
   her cancer has returned and spread. 

 -  Emily Lanting, on the passing of her boyfriend. Pray for strength for her and his  
   family.  
 - Cindy Sabotka, pray for peace and strength for her family in her cancer fight.  

 - Maggie Cairns, pray for peace and comfort. 

 -  Paul, (Maggie’s son-in-law) pray for an opportunity to get into another cancer 
   trial program and for salvation. 
 

Churches in our Presbytery: 
  Gracehill - For our new church planter, Ben Seneker and his family who are  
  moving to Grand Rapids from North Carolina; pray for a safe trip, a smooth 
  transition, and a fruitful ministry. 

  Tyrone Covenant - Pray for our Assistant to the Pastor David Groendyk and his 
  wife Anaite as they assimilate into our church here in Fenton. 

  Reverend Elliott Pinegar - Praise for the Lord’s loving-kindness and provision 
  this past year. 

Financials                                          Over   
                                        (Under) 
Year to Date                       Nov.  30, 2018        Nov. 30, 2019        2019 Budget      Budget       
Total Giving + Rentals:        $278,677             $285,544              $318,912  ($33,368) 
Total Expenses                       $271,665             $291,417 

 

Want to receive Redeemer email notifications & reminders? 
Contact the Church office at: 

Email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 
Phone:  231-946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Redeemer Facebook (Redeemer PCATC)  
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Announcements 
 Staffed Nursery Available - For infant to four years old. Please see a Deacon or 
 Greeters for directions to the Nursery. 
 Sunday School - will not meet on Sunday December 29th & January 5th due to 
 the Christmas holiday. Sunday School for all ages will resume on January 12th  
 at 9 am. 
 Candy Catechism - 21) Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect? 
 Hygiene Pantry Drive - Thank you to everyone who brought in donations! 
 Christmas Eve Service - Tuesday, December 24th at 5 pm. Please take a ‘Celebrate 
 Christmas’ coaster (in the narthex) and pass along as an ‘invitation’ to our  
 Christmas Eve service. 
 Ladies Winter Book Study - Please join us as we read and discuss A Praying Life 
 by Paul Miller! Books are in the narthex, donation $13. Schedule is as follows: 
 Morning group meets January 9th & 23rd and February 6th & 20th at 10 am. Child
 care is provided; please read through Chapter 8 for the first meeting. 
 Evening group meets January 13th & February 10th at 6:45 pm. Please read 
 through Chapter 16. Questions? See Heidi VanTil or Cherie vonDrehle. 
 Budget Deficit - Going into December, we currently have a $33,368 deficit in our 
 2019 Budget. Please consider if you can give joyfully to the work of Redeemer 
 as we bring this year to a close. We are thankful for all the generous giving that 
 has sustained Redeemer for another year, and trust that God’s provision will be 
 exactly what we need. 

This Week at Redeemer: 

Christmas Eve Service - Tuesday, 5 pm 
 

Community Groups and meeting information: 

 Husted:  6:30 pm, 2nd & 4th Thursday 

 Korljan:  6:30 pm on the 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Monday 

 Stevens:  20 minutes after worship on the 1st & 3rd Sunday 

 VanDyk:  6 pm on the 2nd Wednesday & 7 pm on the 4th Wednesday 

 vonDrehle:  following our worship service on the 1st & 3rd Sunday 
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Serving Today: 

 Communion Set Up:    
  Brian & Michonne Palmer 

 Greeting:  
  Vern & McKinzie Robinson, Brett Schut 

 Nursery: 
  Megan Stevens 

 Fellowship: 
  Monica Scott 

 

Serving on Sunday, December 29th: 

 Communion Set Up:    
  Ron & Cindy Sabotka 

 Greeting:  
  Tom & Beth Nussdorfer, Carol DeVries 

 Nursery: 
  Heidi VanTil 

 Fellowship: 
  Christina Apol 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Copy License Number:  2539700 

 

 

 

 

 

1st or 2nd time visitor? 
Have a Prayer need? 

Want to be on our weekly newsletter? 
Want more info about ministry or 

service at Redeemer? 

Please fill out and place in the  
Offering  plate.  

Thank You! 

  

   Date:  ________________________________ 

   Name:  _______________________________ 

   Email:  _______________________________ 

   Best Contact     
   (Call/Text):__________________________ 

   Address:  ____________________________ 

   City:  _________________________________ 

   State/Zip:  ___________________________ 

   How did you hear about us:   

    ______________________________________ 

    ______________________________________ 

    ______________________________________ 

 

   1st Time Guest:    ____   

   2nd Time Guest:   ____ 

   Regular Attendee:____   

   Member:____ 
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If you would like to be prayed for 
please fill out and place in the  

Offering Plate 

 

Prayer Requests: 

Share with congregation:  _____ 
Private:  _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

 

Send me information about : 

____ Becoming a Christian 

____ Baptism 

____ Membership 

____ Serving on a Team 

____ Small Groups 

____ Other 

 The Session (Pastors and Elders) 

Rev. Scott Korljan, Pastor 
Rev. Chris Stevens, Associate Pastor 

Fred Janke 
Chris Millward 
  Bill Morrison  

Fred Weber 
David Schafer (Emeritus) 

 The Deacons 
Bob Israel 

Tim Schramm II 
Dave VanDyk 

Redeemer Staff 
Scott Korljan, Pastor 

Chris Stevens, Associate Pastor 
Deb Long, Office Administrator/

Bookkeeper 
 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
402 W. Ninth Street 

Traverse City, MI 49684 

(231) 946-1700 

Website:  www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Email:  redeemertc@gmail.com 

Facebook@Redeemerpcatc 

Sunday School:  9 AM 
Worship Service: 10:15 AM 

A Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America 

 

 


