
Sermon Text    
"To Live Again"
John 11:1–44

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It 
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment 
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, 
saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But 
when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does 
not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, 
“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said 
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking 
to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in 
the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying 
these things, he said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken 
him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus 
had spoken of his death, but they thought that 
he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your 
sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 
may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with him.”
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb four days. 18 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles 
off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But even now I know 
that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.”
28 When she had said this, she went and called 
her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 
Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
but was still in the place where Martha had met 
him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and 
go out, they followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now 
when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw 
him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come with her also weeping, 
he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?”
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by 
this time there will be an odor, for he has been 
dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed you would see the 
glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, 
I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this on 
account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he 
had said these things, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had 
died came out, his hands and feet bound with 
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.”
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Meditation
The glorified body is not a different body, but a 
different form of the same body.

 – Thomas Oden

We are more sure to arise out of our graves than 
out of our beds.

 – Thomas Watson

Opening Song

Call to Worship
Let us worship the name of our wonderful God!

The Lord reigns over all creation!
The voice of God creates all things;

Nothing exists without the creative power 
of the Lord.

May God give strength to all who gather here 
today.

May the Lord bless us with peace!

Based on Psalm 29

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song 

Praying the Scripture 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he 
brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was 
full of bones. 2 And he led me around among 
them, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and behold, they were very 
dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord 
God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay 
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied as 

I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there 
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And 
I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 
slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, 
“Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O 
my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in 
your own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares 
the Lord.”

Ezekiel 37:1–14

Confession                                 
Heavenly Father, my heart has been chasing 
after idols, and my life has reflected my 
unfaithfulness.  I have sought fulfillment in 
my own achievements, security in earthly 
possessions, and peace in fleshly escapes.  My 
neighbor has not received sacrificial love or 
true compassion from me.  And your gospel 
has scarcely been on my lips.  Lord, have 
mercy and blot out my sins so that times of 
refreshing may come from your presence.  Fill 
me with your Spirit and with boldness for you! 

Grace                                 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:3–5

Song of Grace

Announcements

Discipleship Cove kids (Pre-K–5th Grade) are 
dismissed. Nursery  is  available, and if needed, 
there is an “Infant Room” for moms and babies 
located at the back of the sanctuary. 
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Worship Through Giving

Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Song

Benediction

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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