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Call to Worship

Happy are those who fear the LORD,
 Who greatly delight in the  commandments 
 of God.
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
 They  are gracious, merciful, and 
 righteous.
They have distributed freely,
 They have given to the poor;
Acts of kindness and mercy endure forever,
 And they bring honor to the name of 
 their God!

Adapted from Psalm 112

Praying the Scriptures 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, 
and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 
of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

  Matthew 5:1–12

Confession of Sin
Father, I am weary of my flesh and my failures and I long 
to be new and better.  But my best efforts to change 
myself have left me frustrated and overwhelmed.  So in 
public, I sell my strengths and hide my weaknesses, and 
I pretend to be better than I am.  I try to keep friends and 
family and even you at a safe distance, though I know 
I cannot.  So the focus of my life has become me more 
than You, or your gospel, or the people you have called 
me to love.  And the fruit has been sin and brokenness.  
Have mercy on me, Lord Jesus!  Change my heart and 
renew my life!

Grace
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.  
  

2 Corinthians 5:17 & 5:21

Meditations
I need not despair because the living God is my partner. I 
do not have sufficient wisdom to meet these difficulties, 
but He is able to direct me. I can pour out my heart to God 
and ask Him to guide and direct me and to supply me 
with wisdom. Then I have to believe that He will do so. I 
can go with good courage to my business and expect help 
from Him in the next difficulty that may come before me.

—George Muller

To do anything less than commit ourselves completely to 
our Lord in simple trust during the troubling times in our 
lives is to insult His wisdom. To resist Him, question Him, 
doubt Him, or criticize what He allows in our lives is to 
deny that He is the only wise God, and claim that we are 
wiser than He.

—Richard Strauss
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Sermon Information:
Ninth message in “Faith in Action”:

“True Wisdom”
James 3:13–18

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his 
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that 
comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make peace.              

Notes:
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