
Sermon Text    
"Living for God's Kingdom"
Matthew 25:1–13

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 
ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 
But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 
And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But 
the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will 
not be enough for us and for you, go rather 
to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And 
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he 
answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.
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Meditation
Redemptive history remains incomplete 
until Christ returns. It is for the final act 
in the great drama of redemption that the 
church awaits with longing.

 – Robert Mounce

The kingdom of heaven is worth infinitely 
more than the cost of discipleship, and those 
who know where the treasure lies joyfully 
abandon everything else to secure it.

 – D. A. Carson

Opening Song

Call to Worship
You, O Lord, are more wonderful than our 
lips can proclaim!

When we consider the awesome works 
of your hands,

Your love for us is more than amazing!
You have trusted us with the whole of 
the earth,

And put everything we see under the care of 
our hands.

Lord, O Sovereign Lord, the earth is 
filled with your glory!

Based on Psalm 8

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song 

Praying the Scripture 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body 
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 
body must put on immortality. 54 When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 

to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55 “O death, where is your victory?
    O death, where is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 
is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:51–58

Confession                                 
Heavenly Father, I desire to walk in holiness 
before you, yet my strength continues to fail 
in the face of temptation.  I have catered to 
the desires of my flesh with the resources and 
time that you have given me.   My heart has 
worshiped the idols of money and ambition 
and power and ease and fleshly comfort.  I 
have wrongly presumed upon your grace as a 
means to sin without consequence, and upon 
your power as a means to achieve my own 
glory rather than yours.  Father, have mercy 
on me!  Draw me to yourself and renew my 
heart and mind in you!

Grace                                 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let 
us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:15–16

Song of Grace

Announcements
Discipleship Cove kids (Pre-K–5th Grade) are 
dismissed.  Nursery  is available, and if needed, 
there is an “Infant Room” for moms and 
babies located at the back of the sanctuary. 
During the announcements, please turn your 
attention to the Happenings insert! 
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Worship Through Giving

Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Song

Benediction
Thank you for worshiping with us today! 

 

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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