
Sermon Text    
"A Woman of Faith"
Luke 1:26–38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But 
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will 
this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 
For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 
of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from 
her.
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Meditation
If you believe what you like in the gospel, and 
reject what you don’t like, it is not the gospel 
you believe, but yourself.

 – Augustine

If a commission by an earthly king is 
considered an honor, how can a commission 
by a Heavenly King be considered a sacrifice?

 – David Livingstone

Opening Song

Call to Worship
Arise, shine, for your light has come;

And the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.

Lift up your eyes and look around,
Then you shall see and be radiant,

Your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
The glory of God shall be our strength 
and our hope!

From Isaiah 60

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song  

Lighting the Advent Candle  

Praying the Scripture 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate 
of his servant. For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who 
is mighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts; 52 he has brought down the 
mighty from their thrones and exalted those 

of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. 54 He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
offspring forever.”

Luke 1:46–55

Confession                                 
Heavenly Father, in Christ you have redeemed 
my life and shown me the hope of glory.  But 
I have not acted like it.  I have failed to see 
the struggles and temptations and successes 
and failures and brokenness of my life in 
terms of your love, in light of heaven.  So I 
focus on myself instead of stepping out in 
faith for the sake of others.  I feel trapped 
and anxious because of my responsibilities 
and weaknesses.  And I try to satisfy my own 
longings in useless and sinful ways instead of 
trusting you with my life.  Forgive me, Lord!  
Help me to cling to your promises and rest in 
your redeeming love.

Grace                                 
4 But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he 
saved us, not because of works done by us 
in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace 
we might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life.

Titus 3:4–7 

Song of Grace

Announcements

Discipleship Cove kids (Pre-K–5th Grade) 
are dismissed. Nursery  is  available, and 
if needed, there is an “Infant Room” for 
moms and babies located at the back of 
the sanctuary. During the announcements, 
please turn your attention to the 
Happenings insert! 
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Worship Through Giving

Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Song

Benediction
Thank you for worshiping with us today! 

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality 
of who you are. Give me an understanding of 
you that is coherent and convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking to 
you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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