
Sermon Text    
"The First Noel"
Luke 2:8–20

8 And in the same region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with  
    whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. 18 
And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.
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Meditation
The spirit of Christmas needs to be superseded 
by the Spirit of Christ. The spirit of Christmas 
is annual; the Spirit of Christ is eternal. The 
spirit of Christmas is sentimental; the Spirit of 
Christ is supernatural. The spirit of Christmas is 
a human product; the Spirit of Christ is a divine 
person. That makes all the difference in the 
world.

 – Stuart Briscoe

His head rests where the cattle have fed.

 – Unknown

Opening Song

Call to Worship
Let us declare, O people of God, the source of 
our help and hope.

Our help comes from the Lord who made 
the heavens and the earth.

The Lord is present with us at all times,
We are never left alone.

God's help is at hand every waking moment of 
our lives,

We place our hope in the Lord from this 
time on and forevermore!  Amen!

Based on Psalm 121

Prayer of Adoration

Worship in Song 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Praying the Scripture 

9But there will be no gloom for her who was 
in anguish. In the former time he brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the 

nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are 
glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke 
of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the 
rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the 
day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment 
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this.

Isaiah 9:1–7

Confession                                 
Lord God, you have commanded that I love 
you with all my heart, all of my soul, all of my 
strength, and all of my mind, and that I love my 
neighbor as myself.  And I want to obey you, but 
my faith is small and my heart is distracted by 
idols.  I trust in wealth and my own strength 
instead of your love.  I prefer my comfort to your 
calling. I fear the opinions of the world, so my 
witness falters. I work to create false security 
rather than to glorify you.  And I lose sight of 
those you have called me to love.  Have mercy 
on me, Lord. Fill me with your Spirit and teach 
me to fear you.

Grace                                 
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him, having forgiven 
us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record 
of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross.                                        

Colossians 2:13–14

Song of Grace

Announcements
Discipleship Cove kids (Pre-K–5th Grade) 
are dismissed.  Nursery  is available, and 
if needed, there is an “Infant Room” for 
moms and babies located at the back of 
the sanctuary. During the announcements, 
please turn your attention to the 
Happenings insert! 
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Worship Through Giving

Communion

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Song

Benediction
Thank you for worshiping with us today! 

Prayers of Meditation

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and 
the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
to me the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent and 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you 
promise.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from 
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the 
true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside 
the sin that clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set before me, looking 
to you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
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