
Q&A on Eldership: 
What are the key Scriptural passages on Eldership? 
• Titus 1:5-9, 1 Tim. 3:1-7, Acts 20:17-32, Acts 14:23, Acts 11:30, 1 Tim. 5:17-18, Heb. 13:17, 1 Peter 5:1-4 

Are an elder and a pastor the same thing? 
Essentially, yes. In the New Testament, we see two offices operating in each local church body. Deacons were 
called to lead through their service. Elders were called to lead as the highest authority in the local church. 
Among other things mentioned in the NT, we see elders exercising leadership in the following roles:

▪ Overseers: Elders must oversee the general mission and vision of the church (1st Peter 5:2).

▪ Leaders: Elders must lead a biblical and exemplary life for others to follow (Hebrews 13:7).

▪ Teachers: Elders must be able to teach sound doctrine and refute false teaching (1st Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9). 

▪ Shepherds: Elders must care for the flock of God through pastoral care, church discipline, and praying for the 

sick (1st Peter 5:1-3; Matthew 18:15-17; James 5:13-15). 

The New Testament Scriptures use the Greek words, episkopos, presbuteros and poimen to describe the 
office of an overseer/elder/pastor. In a nutshell, the office of elder is the biblical term for local church leaders. 
However, in our modern day vernacular, the term pastor has come to replace the term elder in many (if not 
most) local churches. It is our belief that “pastor” is more descriptive of the gifting (Ephesians 4:11 - pastoral 
gift), whereas, scripturally, the term elder is more commonly employed for the office of leadership. 

So will Restoration call its leaders Elders or Pastors? 
Both. Those hired by Restoration with the gift of ministry will be called “ministers.” For the sake of biblical 
clarity, not every minister (i.e. college minister, children’s minister, worship minister, etc.) will be called a pastor, 
though there may be a situation where one of our paid ministers goes through our eldership process and is is 
installed as an elder. In addition to full-time ministry elders (i.e. Pastor Jonathan), Restoration will ordain some 
“lay” ministry elders who continue to hold other jobs, outside the local church body . 

1 Timothy 5:17-18 says this: “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads 
out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” Suffice it to say, if Paul draws attention to some elders 
(“those”) who labor in teaching and preaching, he is making a distinction. Though EVERY elder is required to 
be able to teach and defend the doctrine of the church, some elders are not preaching elders, per se. They 
exercise their eldership in prayer, oversight and shepherding, but not primarily through preaching. 

Will every elder be required to preach before being ordained? No. 

Why? The qualification for an elder is not preaching, but teaching (1 Timothy 3:3) and defending the doctrine 
of the church (Acts 20:28-32). To judge an elder’s qualification solely on his ability to deliver a one-time sermon 
would be foolish as well as extra-biblical. A better test of his qualification in this area would be to 1) Observe 
him in multiple “teaching” contexts - one one one, in a small group, over men, etc. and 2) To make sure he is 
orthodox in his theology and able to defend key doctrines of Scripture. This could only come through months of 
reading, assignments, Q&A and personal observation. In short, the “one time sermon” approach makes for 
good tradition, but not for a solid biblical test of the teaching/ doctrine qualification. 

Biblically, who appoints elders? Elders do. 
• Acts 14:23: Paul & Barnabas appointed elders in Lystra, Iconium and Antioch 
• Titus 1:5: Paul exhorts Titus (an elder) to appoint elders in Crete
• 1 Timothy 3:1-7: In a personal letter written to Timothy (elder in the church at Ephesus), Paul spells out the 

qualifications for eldership for the express purpose of empowering Timothy to appoint elders in the local 
church



So what role do the members of the church play? Do they vote on or approve elders?
Short answer: No. During the time of testing, members have the opportunity to point out any disqualifying 
offense in an elder. But in short, it is the current ruling elders’ of the church responsibility to appoint qualified 
men to the task of overseer/ elder. Although voting works great in a democracy such as America, God did not 
design the local church with America in mind. He designed it with his Son in mind. In the same way that Christ 
is the head of the Church, the Chief Shepherd, God desires his church to be led by elders, under-shepherds 
who have the responsibility to love, lead, teach and protect the Bride of Christ. 

What is the responsibility then of members toward the elders of the church? 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13: 12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the 
Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.

Hebrews 13:7: 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life, and imitate their faith.

1 Timothy 5:17-21: 17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 
preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.”19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
20 As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing 
nothing from partiality.

Why do churches place all the emphasis on “preaching” ability and not the other NUMEROUS 
qualifications for an elder? 
Glad you asked! :) Here are some thoughts: 
There ARE a number of characteristics that are essential for a man to be qualified for eldership. All are equally 
important, and none can be minimized OR maximized to the neglect of others. Just from 1 Timothy 3, we know 
elders must be self-controlled, hospitable, not quarrelsome and not greedy (and that’s just four of 14 
qualifications in this passage alone). The American Church has gotten away from the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20). We have lost sight of the Church’s mission to make disciples who make disciples 
who….well, you get the point! 

In a non-discipleship church culture, we have resorted to appointing men that fit the desires of the current 
church culture. And in the modern day church, what is the ONE quality we deem most important? Yes, his 
preaching (see note on preaching/ teaching). In effect, many churches are filled with spectators to hear their 
chosen golden-tongued orator(s). Meanwhile, churches are filled with disqualified men who are unfaithful in 
their marriages, are quarrelsome and angry, are absolutely not hospitable, and who love money, power and 
stuff more than they love Jesus and his Bride. We are less concerned if they model a lifestyle of gracious 
discipleship and more concerned if they can speak eloquently from a pulpit. Because of this, many men 
leading churches today are ill-equipped and unqualified to lead the church in a discipleship movement that is 
obedient to the Great Commission of Christ. We have pastors that can give doctrinally sound messages on a 
weekly basis that we find palatable; but all the while, churches languish with members wondering where the 
power, the Spirit, and the movement of God are. 

So does Restoration value teaching and preaching? 
Absolutely we do. We will continue to preach expositionally, verse by verse through Scripture each Sunday. We 
will hold up the Word of God as inerrant, inspired and authoritative. We will rally around the Word of God as his 
blueprint for salvation, discipleship and right living. But once again, we will not add an extra-biblical 
qualification to eldership, going beyond what Scripture teaches. Some of our elders will labor in teaching and 
preaching. Others will not. But ALL elders (by Scriptural mandate) must be ABLE to teach God’s Word, defend 
doctrine and guard God’s church from wolves from within and without. 


