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By Robert Gagnon

Giving Our Inner
Person a Bath

n Mark 7:1-23 Jesus reacts to criticism
'from the Pharisees about Jesus' disciples
eating with unwashed, impure hands
(7:2-3, 5). Although there are no literal
Pharisees today with these precise ritual
scruples, we do encounter—sometimes
in ourselves—a religiosity that empha-
sizes superficial observances of the faith.

In his respense Jesus stressed two
things. First, he criticized his followers’
critics for emphasizing human interpreta-

“Invalidate the word of God" and “set aside
... the commandment of God"for the
purpose of upholding “the tradition of
humans” (7:8-9, 13). In the area of sexual
ethics today there are many substituting
the commands of Scripture for their own
false interpretations of God's will.

Second, Jesus stressed that it was not
so much the food that people ingested
with unwashed hands that posad a threat
to one’s purity before God as the carrying
out of desires“from within, out of the
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Call to Prayer!
October 17th — November 25th

urveying the information inundating
Sus—from childrens’ TV programming,
news, on to legal action and harassment
of compassionate and truthful Christians
—it is clear that this is a time for prayer.
It is dark and getting darker. We need
Someone much greater to step in to pro-
duce a turning from what is worthless to
what is worthy, particularly in the areas
of sexuality and gender. Together we can
do something profound that will have a
far-reaching effect—pray!

We need a powerful move of God pro-
pelling goodness, reigniting truth, and en-
ergizing faith in these areas. It is time not
just to hold back darkness, but to assail it
in the spiritual realms. Will you join us?
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ur new network is just over a year and
Oa half old and now has an organiza-
tional framework, a solid theological basis
and a body of existing ministries that is
dynamic and growing.

At this point in time, the Lord has
blessed us with 26 member ministries,

7 strong and active board members,
and brand new affiliation opportunities
for pastors and counselors. Our Vimeo
and Youtube channels have had over
17,000 views and our Facebook page
has reached well over 900,000 people
all over the world with hope for over-
coming homosexuality and other sexual
and relational issues in Jesus Christ.

We are delighted that FamilyTalk, Focus
on the Family, Joyce Meyers Ministries,
and Daystar TV care for and send to us
hurting men and women for whom to
provide care. Also, Christian defenders of
the faith are finding our information use-
ful as they reference it on their websites.

We have much to be thankful for and
are energized to move forward in the
Lord's wisdom and strength. Join us in
specific topics and prayer requests, con-
tact anne@restoredhopenetwork.org
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Kansas City Living Waters Training

Contact: lwtraining@desertstream.org
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