HOPE 2.0
Attendee Conference Booklet

Welcome to HOPE 2.0,
We are so glad you joined us for our first-ever
virtual HOPE conference! We have been praying
for you—whether you are a person dealing with
same sex attraction or gender dysphoria, or you
are a family member of someone who is
grappling with these difficult realities, or a
pastor or counselor assisting another in their
journey.
The HOPE conference is often a mountain top experience, so we want
to make sure you have a route for care after the online event is over,
the dust has settled, and the hard questions arise. I am certain the
testimony time will also be a tremendous blessing to you in your own
journey.
This document contains helpful conference information including
workshop descriptions, speaker bios, and how to connect with our
Member Ministries, counselor and pastoral affiliates. I encourage you to
also explore our website, which has so much helpful information and
resources. You will also have access on our website to all the online
sessions here. (This page is password protected and is intended to be
accessed by those who have paid to attend the online conference. The
password to access this web page is: HopeSaves.)
We pray your HOPE 2.0 experience is encouraging and helpful.
For our King,

Anne Paulk
Executive Director

FRIDAY, JUNE 12
9:00 AM

Welcome, Intro & Prayer – Anne Paulk
Testimony
Dr. Linda Seiler: The Theology of Transformation
Q&A with Linda
Lifetime Achievement Award
Workshops

12-12:30 PM

LUNCH BREAK

12:30

What is Change? – Anne Paulk
Testimonies
Joe Dallas: Clarity is Charity
Q&A with Joe
Surprise Guests

3:00 PM

Conference day over

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
9:00 AM

Welcome & Intro – Anne Paulk
Testimony
Sean McDowell: The Worldview Behind
Transgenderism
Q&A with Sean
Offering Options
Workshops

12-12:30 PM

LUNCH BREAK

12:30

HOPE2021 Promo – Anne Paulk
Champion of HOPE Award
Testimonies
How to Find Help
Attendee Experiences at HOPE 2.0
Chat with HOPE2021 Speakers:
Andrew Comiskey & Alex McFarland
Closing & Prayer – Anne Paulk

3:00 PM

Conference Concludes

For further information or to contact
the ministry of
Restored Hope Network:
PHONE
719-598-0659
E-MAIL
info@RestoredHopeNetwork.org
WEBSITE
www.RestoredHopeNetwork.org
FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/RestoredHopeNetwork

HOW TO FIND A MEMBER MINISTRY,
PASTORAL OR COUNSELOR AFFILIATE
www.restoredhopenetwork.org/ministry-finder
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Joe Dallas
Joe is an author, conference speaker,
and pastoral counselor. He is the
Program Director of Genesis Biblical
Solutions in Tustin, California, which
is a counseling ministry for men
dealing with sexual addiction and other sexual/relational
problems. He also serves on the Elder Board of Newport Mesa
Church and received his master’s degree in Christian Counseling
from Vision University. Joe is a member of the American
Association of Christian Counselors and the author of the blog Joe
Dallas Online.
Joe has authored seven books on human sexuality from the
Christian perspective and is a contributing writer for The Christian
Research Journal and the online magazine The Stream. His articles
have appeared in Christianity Today (cover story June 1993), The
Journal of Christian Healing and The Southern California Christian
Times. His work has also been featured in The Los Angeles Times,
Moody Monthly, New Man Magazine and The Boston Globe.
For over three years Joe taught and conducted the nationally
recognized Every Man’s Battle 5-Day conference as the originating
Program Director, and from 1991 to 1993, he served as the
President of Exodus International. He was also a regularly
featured speaker with the Focus on the Family Love Won Out
conference.
Joe is the father of two sons, and he and his wife Renee reside in
Orange County, California.

HOPE 2.0 Online | Keynote Speakers
Sean McDowell, Ph.D.
Dr. Sean McDowell is a gifted
communicator with a passion for
equipping the church, and in
particular young people, to make
the case for the Christian faith.
He connects with audiences in a tangible way through humor and
stories while imparting hard evidence and logical support for
viewing all areas of life through a Biblical worldview. Sean is an
Associate Professor in the Christian Apologetics program at Talbot
School of Theology, Biola University.
In 2008 he received the Educator of the Year award for San Juan
Capistrano, California. He graduated summa cum laude from
Talbot Theological Seminary with a double master’s degree in
Theology and Philosophy. He earned a Ph.D. in Apologetics and
Worldview Studies from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
2014.
Sean is the author, co-author, or editor of over 20 books including
The Fate of the Apostles, So The Next Generation Will Know (with
J. Warner Wallace), Evidence that Demands a Verdict (with Josh
McDowell), Same-Sex Marriage: A Thoughtful Approach to God’s
Design for Marriage (with John Stonestreet), Is God Just a Human
Invention? (with Jonathan Morrow) and Understanding Intelligent
Design (with William A. Dembski). April 2000, Sean married his
high school sweetheart, Stephanie. They have three children and
live in San Juan Capistrano, California. See
www.seanmcdowell.org for Sean’s blog, articles, videos, and
many other resources.
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Linda Seiler, Ph.D.
For decades, Linda Seiler felt like a man
trapped in a female body and was
exclusively attracted to women. Today,
she identifies as a heterosexual woman,
content in a female body and wholly
attracted to men. Linda offers a unique,
compassionate perspective as one who has struggled with her
own gender identity and sexuality. An ordained Assemblies of God
minister, Linda holds a Ph.D. in Intercultural Studies from the
Assemblies of God Theological Seminary and currently serves as a
National Chi Alpha Field Specialist in Applied Theology and
Culture. Linda’s forthcoming book highlights some of her personal
story in addition to insights from her master’s thesis and Ph.D.
dissertation. Linda is an avid golfer, dark chocolate lover, and has
two cats named Bo & Tabby.
For more info on Linda, click here.

Board of Directors
June 2019 – June 2020
Anne Paulk — Executive Director
Anne brings more than two decades of
experience as an author, speaker,
spokesperson and advocate for men and
women struggling with unwanted same-sex
attractions to her role as executive director of
Restored Hope Network. Her mission in leading the organization is
to, quite literally, restore hope to those broken by sexual and
relational sin, especially those impacted by homosexuality. She is
the author of Restoring Sexual Identity: Hope for Women Who
Struggle with Same-Sex Attraction. She also has written for SpiritLed Woman, Charisma and The Gospel Coalition. Anne lives in
Colorado and takes great joy in being a mom to her three sons.
Phil Courson — Board Chair
Phil Courson is the Founding and Senior
Pastor of Abundant Grace Community Church
in Gainesville, FL. He has been in pastoral
ministry for over 30 years. Throughout his
time in ministry, Phil has counseled and cared
for people with sexual and relational
brokenness. He loves to see the power of God take broken people
(like himself) and turn them into freedom walking, life
empowering believers for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Phil has been married to Kay since July 1982, and they have 5
children and 3 grandchildren. Phil enjoys most sports, reading
books, and spending time with Kay and his family, especially his
grandkids!

Debora Barr — Vice Chair
Debora Barr serves as an Associate Pastor
at the First Baptist Church of Glenarden
(FBCG) in Maryland and is the director of
the All Things New Ministry at FBCG. She
is the author of All Things New: A Former
Lesbian’s Lifelong Search for Love; All Things New: A Discipleship
Ministry for Healing; All Things New: A Discipleship Ministry for
Life Transformation; and Life Transformation Day by Day, a 31
Day Devotional. Debora holds a Juris Doctor law degree and is
currently working on her Master of Divinity with Denver
Seminary, where she also serves as the Director of the
Washington D.C. Extension Campus for Denver Seminary.

Carl Conli: Treasurer
Carl Conli has been ministering to people
with sexual and relational brokenness for
more than 25 years. He is the founder and
director of HIS Ministries, a ministry to
people with unwanted same-sex
attraction and their families, at Harbor
Church in Folsom, CA. He also serves as
the local coordinator for Living Waters, a discipleship and healing
ministry of Desert Stream Ministries. His biggest joy is to witness
the transformation and healing that only the Lord can bring to
hurting men and women. Carl has a background in nursing and
health care administration, and has served as an executive pastor
for 15 years. Carl is married to Margaret, his college sweetheart.
They have four adult children and a precious granddaughter.

Gene Eggman — Board Member
Gene and his wife, Anita, are co-directors
of about H.O.P.E. (HEAL OUR PAIN EL
SHADDAI), a ministry of Cross Church in
Northwest Arkansas. about H.O.P.E. is a
parents’ group that has also has a blend of
“overcomers” who do ministry and
community together.
Professionally, Gene has over 35 years of Human Resource
generalist experience which includes a diverse background in
working with Fortune 100 to smaller start-up companies. He most
recently worked for a large manufacturing corporation as their
Executive Vice President of Human Resources and Governmental
Affairs utilizing his HR generalist experience, leadership and
networking to execute his 5-year plan in building out their
corporate HR function. Gene and Anita have four adult children
and 11 grandchildren.

Ron Elmore: Board Member
Ron is a native of North Carolina and
founded Beyond Imagination Ministry (BIM)
in 1996 because of the healing process he
began in 1987. Ron is a small group leader
for Celebrate Recovery at Raleigh First
Assembly. He serves the local and regional
Celebrate Recovery community by supporting the local church
and being a witness of God’s transformative power for those with
unwanted same-sex attraction. Ron and his wife Ann Marie live
outside of Raleigh, NC and have one son.

Jeff Simunds — Secretary
Jeff Simunds is the founder and director of
Tower of Light Ministries, a ministry focused
on helping those with unwanted LGBT issues,
providing support for parents, and equipping
the church on how to have a loving, biblical response to LGBT
issues. Jeff has led this ministry for 15 years. Prior to this, he
worked in mid-management for a high-tech company, as the
president of an international humanitarian nonprofit, and as a
missions pastor. Jeff has an MBA from the University of
Washington as well as degrees in Chemistry and Computer
Science.
Jeff is single and loves travel (he has visited 104+ countries),
foreign films, ethnic food, foreign languages, foreign music…(you
get the picture).

René Martin — Board Member
René Martin is the co-founder and director of
Hearts of Hope in Yuba City, California. The
mission of Hearts of Hope is to: inform and
equip the Church with a compassionate
Biblical response to LGBTQ issues; provide
support for families with LGBTQ loved ones;
and connect strugglers with mentors and resources. She holds a
ministerial credential with the Assemblies of God.
René worked in Savings and Loan management before
transitioning to a full-time career caring for her family and serving
in her church and Christian school. She and her husband, Keith,
have five adult children and four grandchildren.

Compassion without Compromise:
A Christian Response to Homosexuality
Are people born gay?
What does science say?
Is transformation possible?
How do "gay Christians" conclude that the
Bible condones homosexuality?
• How can we help Christians who struggle
with same-sex attractions?
• How can we reach LGBT family/friends who
think Christians hate them?
•
•
•
•

Find answers to these questions and more in
this 6-session DVD series by Linda Seiler, who
was once transgender and same-sex attracted.
Great for hosting a virtual one-day seminar,
small group Bible study, Sunday school, training
pastors, resourcing parents, etc.
Visit lindaseiler.com to purchase online videos
or to order a hardcopy shipped to your home.
Use the code RHN2020 to get the series for half
price! (Discount available until July 1, 2020.)

$50 only $25

until July 1, 2020

