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What is Restored Hope Network? 

It “is an inter-denominational, membership governed network dedicated to 
restoring hope to those broken by sexual and relational sin, especially those 
impacted by homosexuality. We proclaim that Jesus Christ has life-changing 
power for all who submit to Christ as Lord; we also seek to equip His church to 
impart that transformation.” 

We formed in response to the direction of Exodus International leadership and 
statements made on national and local levels over a period of several years.  A 
number of leaders addressed our serious concerns to both Mr. Chambers and the 
Board of Directors concerning Exodus statements, but when they were dismissed 
in April of 2012, we formed Restored Hope Network, which was incorporated in 
July of 2012 with a dream team of Christian ministries, board members and board 
of reference members.  Our first annual conference was held in September 2012 
in Sacramento, California. Our second was held in Oklahoma City in June 2013 and 
next year’s will be held in Portland, Oregon on June 27th and 28th. 

Our mission has been to pick up where Exodus went astray and to form a more 
stable and secure organization, theologically sound, servant leadership and 
governance accountability with the members.  Our core message can be distilled 
down to “Jesus transforms lives, even the men and women dealing with 
homosexuality and sexual identity confusion.” 

We had found the ministries devoted to helping others find freedom from gender 
confusion and homosexuality being harmed by the dual messages declared by Mr. 
Chambers of “hyper-grace” (where a person may continue to engage in deliberate 
sin and enter heaven unhinderedi) and his declaration that 99.9% of his friends 
and others he knew had not changed from homosexual orientation.  What else 



could result from this except hopelessness?  Also, along the way, Mr. Chambers 
stated regarding Exodus, “In fact we are no longer an organization that associates 
with or promotes therapeutic practices that focus on changing one’s 
attraction.” iiSadly, this hopeless message has continued to cause unnecessary 
grief to ministries and those seeking help here in the United States and around 
the world. 

Instead, we know from experience that attractions can and do indeed change.  
And, we also know that temptation does not invalidate a transformed life, rather 
it shows needs that remain to be filled correctly.   

On the topic of Reparative Therapy, the words from Exodus have had a 
tremendous negative impact on SOCE as well.  If Reparative Therapy is the 
application of the idea that same-sex attraction is an unhelpful coping 
mechanism, an evidence of relational brokenness due to emotional or relational 
deprivations, and seeks to provide therapies to alleviate those deficits for all 
who seek help, how can an impartial, caring person, organization, or nation 
stand against care for hurting individuals who seek that help? 

Therapies for the purpose of understanding and resolving past hurts, relational 
deficits and unhelpful thought and behavioral patterns for a person with 
unwanted same-sex sexual attraction are tremendously beneficial for the well-
being of the individual.  And this is for any individual who seeks to heal 
emotionally and grow into maturity relationally. 

As a new Christian Network, we also have the privilege to define what does not fit 
within therapies from a Christian world-view standpoint for our network and 
those who seek our referrals for care.  These are some practices that we take 
issue with, but recognize that these do not define reparative therapy. 

1. Heterosexual experimentation outside the bonds of God-defined marriage. 
From a Christian viewpoint, heterosexual expression outside monogamous 
marriage is sin.  We do not encourage men and women struggling with one sin to broaden 
their sin struggles into various forms of lust. 



2. Porn use.  Matthew 5:27-30. ““You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 

ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

3. Hugging therapy.  Prolonged touch between therapist and patient breaks 
appropriate and healthy adult touch boundaries. 

4. Nudity is simply inappropriate for use in a therapeutic setting, in our 
opinion, and sets a therapist up for ethics violations as well as immediately 
lending itself toward the appearance of evil, at the very least. 

We call men and women to obedience to Christ and to be transformed through 
surrender to God:  

 "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect." (Rom. 12:1-2, NASB) 
 
From our position paper on Transformation of Persons with Same-sex Attraction: 
Becoming Who We Are: 
 
“Like other sinful tendencies in humanity, same-sex attraction reveals the 
person’s need for Christ as Redeemer. Those who turn to Jesus Christ discover His 
cross as the locus of change. His crucifixion bears every burden that impedes who 
we in truth are. That requires a kind of death, or surrender, on the part of the 
person seeking transformation. RHN provides an oasis for those who 
courageously submit their sexuality and humanity to Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Likewise, the biggest barrier to transformation is the refusal to surrender wholly 
to Jesus Christiii.  
 
“Christ Resurrected is the image of our new humanity. United with His new life, 
we look to Him as our path and walking partner to freedom. ‘The resurrection of 
Christ is a sign of God’s purpose and power to restore His creation to its full 
stature and integrity.’” iv 

We do recognize that defining terms is vital and we have sought to do so with our 
position papers and in media interviews.  This leaves less room for malicious 



misinterpretation and sets the stage for effective dialogue with those who are not 
seeking to deliberately misinterpret phrasing or comments.  

We do understand and respect that NARTH is a valuable secular organization and 
seek to gain from your research and insights.   We also hope to help provide 
insights for understanding how to respect the Christian client’s world-view and 
sexual ethics.   

I personally appreciate the body of expertise and care that Narth provides in 
supporting the hope and transformation for individuals who seek its assistance. 

i http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/blogs/tv-guy/os-god-and-gays-will-open-eyes-lisa-
ling-says-20130619,0,1146623.post; 
http://alanchambers.org/lisa-ling-extended-interview/ 
ii http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/sexual-healing-evangelicals-update-their-
message-to-gays/258713/ 
iii Frank Worthen, lecture at inaugural RHN Conference, September 2012, Sacramento CA. 
 
iv Alistair McGrath, What Was God Doing on the Cross? (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992) p. 73 
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