
LIFEgroup Discussion Questions 
October 21, 2018 
Treasuring Jesus:  Dependence 
Text: Luke 18.1-17 
 
1.  Read Luke 18:1-5. What does the narrator say the purpose of this parable is?  Who is the “they” in 
verse 1?  What are the two characteristics the judge? So what would this person be like?   What is the 
main action of the widow in this situation?  What could her possible situation be? 
2.  Why does the Judge finally relent? Are you persistent in prayer like the widow?  Why or why not?  
What motivates the widow to be persistent?  What motivates you to pray (or not to pray)? 
3.  Read Luke 18:6-18.  In verse 6, Jesus tells us to heed what the judge said. What did he say?  What 
comparison does Jesus give to the story of the judge and widow?  What are the answers to the 
questions Jesus asks? What does “will He delay long over them” mean?  
4. What is the meaning of the end of verse 8?  What is the connection between faith and prayer?  How 
does persistent praying, God’s patience and perseverance work together? 
5. How does our view of God affect our prayers?  How does not praying persistently affect our own 
faith? Do you have a persistent prayer life? 
6. Read Luke 18:9-12.  Who did Jesus tell this parable to?  What was Jesus purpose in telling this 
parable? Where did the Pharisee stand in relation to others? What does he say about all of those who 
are around him?  How many times does he say “I”? What does all of this say about his attitude? 
7. Read Luke 18:13-14.  Where is the tax collector standing? What is his disposition like?  How does this 
contrast to the Pharisees?  What does the tax collector ask for?  How does he describe himself? What 
pronouncement does Jesus make about the tax collector and the Pharisee?  
8.  What does Jesus say about those who exalt themselves?  What do you think this means? What do 
you think it means that the humble will be exalted (1Peter 5:5; James 4:6-10)? 
9.  Read Luke 18:15-17.  Why do you think the disciples tried to keep the people from bringing their 
infants to Jesus?  Do the babies or children offer anything to Jesus? What does this say about the way 
Jesus thinks about children?  Are children independent of their parents?  How is Jesus saying we are to 
receive the kingdom of God? 
 
Pray.  Pray for the group and for the church that we would continually be dependent on the Lord for His 
mercy and that overflowing from that would be a persistent prayer life.  May we also have a vision for 
others unlike the Pharisee and may we see others as those needing to hear and know the gospel instead 
of sinners needing to be avoided. 


