
LIFEgroup Discussion Questions 
September 9, 2018 
Treasuring Jesus: The Prodigal Son 

Text: Luke 15.11-32 
 

1. Who is Jesus directing the parable at?  Why?  (Luke 15.1-2)  Who are the three 

major players in the story of the prodigal?  (Luke 15.11) 

 

2. What does the younger son’s request really mean? (Luke 15.12)  What is the real 

error of the younger son?  How do we break God’s heart? 

 

3. What does the distant country represent? (Luke 15.13)  What did the younger son 

leave back at home?  Have you ever got eyes for a distant country?  Explain.  Whose 

heart did it break? 

 

4. What is the change that the younger son experiences?  (Luke 15.17-19) 

What kind of repentance do we see in him?  Do we see repentance that produces 

survival or one that is willing to accept forgiveness and unconditional love?  Read 

Galatians 4.1-7.  What is God’s desire for us?  Do you think of yourself as a slave or 

son/daughter?  Do you live trying to earn God’s love or do you try to prove your love 

to God?  OR do you live believing in God’s love for you? 

5. What do we learn about the character of the Father in the parable based on his 

response to the younger son’s request? What is the picture of the Father when he 

sees his son returning after he squandered his inheritance? How does that mirror the 

heart of God the Father when a sinner comes to Him? 

6. Speculate as to what the younger son might have been thinking when the Father 

lavished his love on him? How would he have felt in that moment? 

7. What was the response of the elder brother when he learned of the feast? Why would 

he have reacted like that? How was the Father’s response counter intuitive once 

again? 

8. We see that both sons were alienated from the Father and the Father extended grace 

and acceptance to both of them. How did the Father do that for the younger brother? 

How about the elder brother? So at the end of the parable, who is reconciled to the 

Father and who is still alienated from Him? 

 


