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Advent Family Worship Guide 

The Bible is one book comprised of smaller books and letters introducing us to many people 
and telling hundreds of stories. But the Bible, with all of its smaller stories is really telling one 
very important story — the story of God’s redeeming work to save lost sinners and to bring 
Himself great glory. At the center of God’s big story of redemption is Jesus. He was one with 
the Father from the beginning, entered into the world in human flesh, lived, died, and rose 
again. He established a people for Himself and charged them with carrying His message to 
the rest of the world. He gave this new people—the Church—the Holy Spirit and promised 
that he would, one day, return and gather His people to Himself to be with Him forever. Each 
smaller story in the Scriptures is like a piece of fabric, woven together with hundreds of 
others into a beautiful tapestry pointing to Jesus.  

Jesus is the key to history and the center of God’s Word.  

How this guide is laid out: 

Scripture reference and brief Teaching 
Each day highlights a small section of Scripture followed by a short teaching highlighting 
some of the big ideas of the text.  

Questions 
Each day has a primary question to get discussion started and some followup questions that 
can help guide personal reflection or deeper conversation with adults and older children. 

Prayer 
Finally, each day closes with a simple prayer. 

Our Hope 
Our hope is that this would be used by the Holy Spirit to pull your attention away from some 
of the distraction and busyness of the holiday season and would help focus your hearts in 
preparation for Christmas around Jesus. May you be awestruck as you see the hope of 
redemption woven into the stories and lives of God’s people through history and rejoice, 
along with the shepherds and angels, that God has come near to us in Jesus.  

Soli Deo Gloria - River City Church 



 
Prelude 

A Shoot from the stump of Jesse  
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-2 

Teaching:  
God has a plan that He is working in all of History. Long before Jesus was born there was a 
man named Jesse. Jesse had seven sons and the youngest son was named David. David was 
chosen by God to become a great king in Israel. God had a promised plan for Jesse and for 
David long before they were born. God made a promise that someone else, another King, 
would come from the family tree of Jesse. This promised King would be born many years after 
David when God’s people were lost and without a true King who loved God… this King’s name 
was Jesus. He would not be the kind of King many people expected but would be the King 
they needed for full salvation. The people had waited a long time for the birth of the savior 
king. 

That is what Advent is about… we remember what it is like to wait for God to come to us in 
Jesus. We wait for Christmas when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Waiting is often difficult but 
with God always working His plan for His glory and our good, the waiting is always worth it. 

Questions: 
Why is waiting so hard?  
Can you remember when you had to wait for something for a long time?  
 What was that like? 
 Did it finally come true? 
 What happened when it did? 
 How did you feel? 
What does the Bible tells us about waiting? 
What does the Bible tells us about how God feels toward his children? 

Prayer:  
Our great God, we thank You that you are working out Your plan. And we thank You that Your 
plan involves rescuing us and bringing us to Yourself by coming near to us in Jesus. Help us to 
patiently wait upon You trusting in Your faithfulness to fulfill all Your promises.  
Amen.  



 
December 1 - God Creates 

Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31 

Teaching: 
God is the creator of all things. In the beginning there was God and He made the world and 
everything in it: the sky and the sea and all the plants and animals. Finally, God made a man 
and a woman, fashioned in His own image, and placed them in a garden. All that God had 
created was good.  

The beginning shows us what God is like and what it is like to live in the world that God 
created and the new world that He will create at the end of all things when there is a new 
Heaven and a new Earth. Jesus was the Word that created the world and it is by Jesus’ word 
that we have life. From the beginning God is making a people for Himself.  

Questions:  
Think about something you made yourself. How did you feel about it?  
What does it mean to be made in God’s image? 
What do we learn about God at the beginning?  

Prayer: 
Thank You Creator God for making the world around us. Thank You for Your power and 
creativity on display. Thank You for creating us in Your image. Help us to praise You for all 
Your wonderful works. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
December 2 - The Fall 

Scripture: Genesis 3:1-19 

Teaching: 
We’ve read about the world that God created and called it good, including making man and 
woman in His image. God had given them everything and told them only to not eat the fruit 
of one tree, the tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil. Yet, Adam and Eve disobeyed God. 
This was how sin entered the world.  

God still loved his creation and He deeply loved Adam and Eve, but disobedience brought sin 
into the world. God is Holy and sin has consequences so God sent them out of the Garden. 
Even in being banished from the Garden, God still loved Adam and Eve and was already 
working out His plan of redemption and renewal.  

Questions: 
Why does disobedience make God sad? 
Did you know that God still loves he people even when they sin?  
 How do you feel knowing that? 
What can we learn from Adam and Eve’s time in the Garden?  
 
Prayer: 
Gracious God, You are good and Your law is true. Forgive us for disobeying and following in 
the footsteps of our first parents Adam and Eve. Help us to walk in Your ways. Thank You for 
forgiveness in Jesus. In His name we pray, Amen.  



 
December 3 - The Flood 

Scripture: Genesis 6:11-14; 7:17-18; 9:8-13 

Teaching:  
Sin grieves God. It makes Him sad. There was a time when there was so much sin in the 
world that God desired to wash it clean. God commanded Noah to build a huge boat (an 
ark) that would save not only his own family but animals of every kind from the flood that 
God was going to bring on the world. Noah obeyed… and then it started to rain. As it rained 
the waters rose and covered the earth and killed every living thing not safely on the ark.  

When the flood was over and Noah and his family were safe again on dry land, God made a 
covenant (or promise) with Noah to not send another flood to destroy the world. As a sign of 
this promise, God placed His rainbow in the sky. Noah and his family weren’t perfect but God 
is full of mercy. God provided a refuge and place of safety so that Noah and his family could 
be brought through the flood. Another would come and carry God’s people through to 
safety and life forever.  

Questions: 
Why do you suppose sin makes God sad? 
What are some ways that you show someone that you’re going to keep a promise? 
Can you name other promises that God has kept? 

Prayer: 
Thank You, LORD Almighty, that You are a faithful God who keeps His promises. Help us to 
be a faithful people who listen to Your voice and follow where You lead. Amen. 

 
December 4 - Abram Called to Follow God 

Scripture: Genesis 12:1-7 

Teaching: 
Sometimes God calls people to do hard things. God calls His people to obedience and 
faithfulness even when it would be easier to disobey and go our own way. But when God 
calls us to go somewhere or do something it is wise to listen. 

God called Abram to leave behind his home to go where God called him to go and God 
promised that He would bring him to a new home and bless him. It wasn’t easy, and Abram 
still struggled, especially when he didn’t listen to God’s commands, but God kept every 
promise He made to Abram. God is always near to guide us. 

Questions: 
How do the Scriptures help us know who God is, who is is calling us to be, and what He is 
calling us to do?  
What do we know about God that helps us trust Him even in difficult situations? 

Prayer: 
God, You are a good, good Father. Help us to trust You as You lead us. Give us courage to 
follow You and obey You to do the things You call us to. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  



 
December 5 - God’s Promise 

Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6 
 
Teaching: 
Everyone knows how it feels when a promise is broken. You’ve broken promises and others 
have broken promises made to you. The good news is that God never breaks His promises. 

God promised Abram and his wife Sarai (Sarah) that although they were almost 100 years 
old and had no children, that He would not only give them a son but that Abram’s 
descendants would outnumber the stars in the sky. Although this was an outrageous 
promise, Abram believed that God could accomplish whatever He wills and he believed that 
God would keep His promise. 

When you look to the sky at night… how many stars can you count? Give thanks to God for 
all His promises and that each star is a reminder of God’s faithfulness. 

Questions: 
Are there promises that you’ve made? Have you kept them? What happened? 
Name some other promises that God has made to you. What are they? Do you believe that 
God will keep His promises? How do you know? 

Prayer: 
Faithful Father, we thank You that You are the God who keeps His covenant for generations. 
Help us to live in light of Your faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
December 6 - A Promised Son 

Scripture: Genesis 21:1-7 

Teaching: 
Can you think of a time that you wanted something so much that you could hardly think of 
anything else? It is difficult to be grateful when focused on something you don’t have, isn’t it? 

Sarah wanted a baby more than almost anything. She prayed to God her whole life, and yet 
God did not answer her prayer with a yes for many, many years. As she got older, she finally 
accepted the idea that perhaps God would not grant her a child. But, then God promised a 
son and she named him Isaac (which means ‘he laughs’) because neither Sarah nor Abraham 
thought they could have a child in their old age. God answered their prayer with a yes when 
they least expected it and, through Isaac, would begin to fulfill the promise to Abraham of 
descendants that would outnumber the stars.  

Questions: 
How has God answered your prayers? Is it always the way you thought He would? 
What kinds of things tend to make us discontent or impatient?  
How can we grow in gratitude and faith in God? 

Prayer: 
You are the Everlasting God. Thank You for always answering the prayers of Your people in 
Your time and according to Your plan. Help us to find our contentment in You alone. Amen 



 
December 7 - God’s Sacrifice 

Scripture: Genesis 22:1-14 
 
Teaching: 
Isaac was special as God’s promised son to Abraham and Sarah. Abraham loved his son but 
he loved God even more. When Isaac was still a young boy, God told Abraham to take Isaac 
on a journey and offer him as a sacrifice. God knew Abraham’s heart of faith and was calling 
Abraham to trust in him. Abraham knew he had to obey God and, although he was burdened 
by this command, he trusted in God’s goodness and believed that God would provide. 
 
As Abraham was preparing to sacrifice Isaac, God sent an agent to spare Isaac’s life. 
Abraham looked up and saw a ram stuck in the brush. God had provided another sacrifice so 
that Isaac’s life would be spared and the ram would be sacrificed instead. This ram is a 
shadow of the true and better sacrifice of the spotless lamb of God that would not just cover 
sin for a short time but would cover sin forever.  
 
Questions: 
Can you think of a time when you felt protected by God? 
Why was the sacrifice of an animal needed to cover or pay for sin?  
Why don’t we do that now? (New Covenant in Jesus’) 
What does it mean to be “covered” by the blood of Jesus? 

Prayer: 
God you are Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord who provides. You protect and care for Your people. 
More than that, You have provided for us by sacrificing Your own son that we might be 
forgiven. 

 
December 8 - God is Always With Us 

Scripture: Genesis 28:10-22 

Teaching: 
Jacob was one of the sons of Isaac. He was foolish and selfish and was unkind to his brother 
Esau. And instead of seeking forgiveness, Jacob ran away. He lived far away for many years 
but the time had come to make right with his brother.  

Jacob thought that running from his family meant that he could run from God, but the night 
before he was going to meet Esau, God spoke to Jacob in a dream. God reminded Jacob of 
the promises made to his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac, and that those promises 
were for Jacob as well. Jacob hadn’t run away from God. No matter how far he ran God was 
always with him. And so Jacob believed God and returned in obedience. 

Questions: 
How do we know that God is always with us?  
What does the Bible tell us about God’s relationship to His children? 
How can we remind one another of God’s presence with us?  

Prayer: 
Lord God, Thank You for the truth that You are always with us. Remind us each day that we 
are never alone and that You are near to us. We know You love us because of Jesus. Amen. 



 
December 9 - I AM Rescues His people 

Scripture: Exodus 3:13-27; Ex 12: 21-27; Ex 13:17-22 

Teaching: 
After many years in Egypt, God’s people had fallen into slavery. Because God cares for his 
people, He sends Moses to go to Pharaoh in Egypt and tell him to let God’s people go. But 
why would anyone believe Moses? God tells Moses to tell the people, “I AM has sent me to 
you.” I AM (Yahweh) is the name God gives Himself. The LORD, the GOD who IS. 

God did many powerful things and brought plagues and trouble upon Egypt to prove His 
power and to prove to the people that Moses was chosen to lead God’s people out of Egypt. 
God protected His people by letting them cross the Red Sea on dry land. God went out 
before His people as a giant pillar of smoke in the day and pillar of fire at night. God was 
showing His people who He was and that, through Moses, God was leading His people to a 
place of promise. 

Questions: 
Why do we sometimes take for granted the reality that God IS (that He is real)?  
If God Himself loves us and leads us, does that change the way we look at our lives? 
What does it look like for us to grow to be more dependent upon God in our lives? 

Prayer: 
God, You are Yahweh, the God who IS. There is none like You. Help us to see You as all-
sufficient and to see ourselves as dependent on You as our great God. Amen 

 
December 10 - God’s Good Law 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 5:1-22 

Teaching:  
Not everyone likes rules. But God, who created all things, gave His people laws — God 
showing His people how to live in light of who God is and all He has done. We call the law 
that God gave through Moses the Ten Commandments. These Ten Commandments frame 
out how God’s people can best love God and love one another.  

No matter how hard we try and how good we are, we won’t always measure up. That doesn’t 
mean we disregard the rules, instead we recognize our need for God to work in us so that we 
might be faithful to follow God’s commands. We need a helper, a savior, to make us righteous 
according to the law. God was sending One who would be perfect and righteous and keep 
God’s law. God was providing a righteousness apart from the law in order to make God’s 
people right.  

Questions: 
Why do we have rules and laws? What are some that you like or dislike? 
What happens when we break laws? How are punishment and consequences different? 
Grace is unmerited favor. How does Grace affect our understanding of God’s law? 
 
Prayer: 
Righteous God, thank You for Your law. Thank You for the righteousness that comes to us in 
Jesus, apart from the law that we might be justified and made right by grace. Amen. 



 
December 11 - Unlikely Believer 

Scripture: Joshua 2:1-21 

Teaching: 
After a generation of wandering in the wilderness, God’s people were finally going to enter 
the land promised to them. The people sent two men into the land as spies to get 
information because the people there were hostile to God’s People. There was also a woman 
named Rahab who lived in Jericho. 

She believed that God had given the city of Jericho to Joshua and God’s people and trusted 
in God’s promise to redeem. So, Rahab hid the two men in her home and later helped them 
escape. She also hung a red rope from her window so that when God’s people came to take 
the city they would protect her family. God blessed Rahab’s faithfulness and took care of her 
for the rest of her life and her name is recorded among those who had great faith in God’s 
promise. God used an unlikely person to accomplish His plans.  

Questions: 
Can you think of a time when God used someone or something unexpected? 
What can we learn about God when we see how He uses imperfect people to accomplish His 
purposes? 
 
Prayer: 
Our Father, thank You that You see fit to use imperfect people to make Your name great and 
fulfill Your great purposes. Give us courage to follow You and help others displaying Your 
mercy to us and through us to others. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 
December 12 - Kinsman Redeemer 

Scripture: Ruth 1:15-2:3 

Teaching: 
Ruth and Naomi had lost their family. Naomi’s two sons had died & Ruth was married to one 
of those sons. Naomi had been living far from her homeland and decided to return home. 
Ruth could have stayed but decided to honor the family bond and chose to go to Bethlehem 
with Naomi.  

One day when Ruth when to the field to gather grain for Naomi and herself, she met one of 
Naomi’s relatives, a man named Boaz. Boaz wanted to take care of Noami and Ruth and 
eventually Boaz and Ruth married and God gave them a son. Naomi used to think that 
perhaps God had forgotten her but this care from Boaz reminded her that not matter her 
trials and sadness God had not forgotten her but would redeem her broken heart. God was 
showing in Boaz, His purpose seek out and redeem His own people.  

Questions: 
Can you think of a time when you felt really sad? What made you happy again? 
How does God remind us that we are never forgotten and never alone? 

Prayer: 
Good Father, we thank You that no situation is ever too hopeless, that You never forget us, 
and that we are never alone. Help us to believe. In Christ we pray, Amen.  



 
December 13 - A chosen king 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Teaching: 
God is always working His plans and God is always looking at the hearts of people, unlike us 
who often see only the outward appearance. Most everyone who looked at David saw him as 
young, small, and nothing special. But God had a plan for this young shepherd boy. God had 
chosen David to be the future king for God’s people.  

God’s plans don’t always involve making kings… sometimes they involve shepherds and 
fishermen who faithfully follow God in their ordinary lives. But God is always present and 
always working out His plans in our lives for His Glory, even if we can’t always see it. 

Questions: 
Do we remember that God is always working? When is it hard to see God at work? 
When we do see him at work, how can we honor God with our lives? 

Prayer: 
Great God of Wisdom, guide Your children to honor You. Help us to see with Your eyes and 
to trust in Your plans. All for Jesus, Amen.  

 
December 14 - A Promised Messiah 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 

Teaching: 
Many years before Jesus was born God sent prophets to bring God’s message to God’s 
people. The prophets reminded people of God’s commands and told them what God wanted 
them to do. They reminded the people of God’s promises and God’s commands. 

Isaiah was a faithful prophet of God. One of the things he did was tell God’s people of the 
promise of a coming Messiah. Isaiah spoke of how God would send a savior to rescue God’s 
people.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 

Questions: 
What does it feel like to receive a message or letter from someone?  
When there are promises, and excitement, and anticipation do you tend to be excited or do 
you fear that something might go wrong and it won’t come true? 
What are some of the promises that God has made that encourage us? 

Prayer: 
Lord, thank You for being a God who not only makes promises and keeps them without fail. 
Thank You for Jesus who proves Your faithful love to us as our savior. In His name, Amen. 



 
December 15 - Promise of Peace 

Scripture: Isaiah 11:6-9 
 
Teaching:  
Isaiah prophesied many things, communicating God’s Word to His people. Sometimes that 
word was a hard challenge and sometimes it was a proclamation of hope! In Isaiah chapter 11 
God was giving His people hope of the peace that would come with the Savior.  

Before sin entered the world there was no danger, God’s kingdom operated as it was created. 
But sin brought death and strife. The promise from Isaiah reminds us that the coming King 
would usher in a restoration of peace in his everlasting kingdom. Take some time and read 
Isaiah chapter 11 out loud.  

Questions: 
What stands out to you as you read the prophecy from Isaiah 11? 
What things in our lives are peaceful to you? What things make you agitated or stressed? 
What does it look like for us to promote reconciliation and peace? 

Prayer: 
Father God, we thank You for Your sovereign care over all things. We thank You for Your Son, 
Jesus and his Kingdom which has no end. Help us to be people of peace and to seek 
reconciliation as ambassadors of Jesus’ kingdom. In Jesus’ matchless name, Amen.  

 
December 16 - God’s perfect work through imperfect vessels 

Scripture: Esther 4 
 
Teaching: 
When it might not seem like it, God is always at work; even when circumstances seem crazy 
and impossible. Often we don’t know why, and sometimes its only long after we get past a 
situation or circumstance that we begin to understand why God may have placed us in a 
certain place at a specific time.  

Esther was a Hebrew woman who was made queen in Persia. Esther also had an uncle 
named Mordecai. Mordecai shared with Esther that reality that God’s people were in trouble 
and that perhaps God had placed her in a position where she might be able to help. Esther 
would be risking her life approaching the king with an uninvited request but she believed 
that God placed her there for a reason and stepped out in faith, believing God would provide. 
God, being merciful, honored her willingness to act in faith and speak to the King of Persia on 
behalf of God’s people and because of Esther many lives were saved.  

Questions: 
Can you think of a time where you felt out of place or without clear purpose? 
Has there been a time when the Lord showed you His purpose for you long after the fact?  
What can we learn about God’s purposes in our circumstances? 
 
Prayer: 
All-knowing God, We thank You that nothing catches You by surprise. Help us to trust You 
even when we don’t see all the reasons for our circumstances. Help us to be courageous and 
walk in faith, the paths You place before us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  



 
December 17 - Trust in God’s Promise 

Scripture: Daniel 6  

Teaching: 
Daniel was taken as a slave to Babylon as a young man. He lived honorably among the 
Babylonians and faithfully before God. But God’s blessing upon Daniel caused jealousy 
among the officials and religious leaders and they convinced King Darius to make it illegal to 
pray to God. Daniel was going to remain faithful to God even if it cost him everything. 

Daniel was caught praying to God and was forced to spend the night in a den of hungry 
lions. Not only did the Lions not eat Daniel but he didn’t have a scratch on him. When Darius 
rushed to the den the next morning he was pleased (because Daniel was his friend) and to 
punish those who accused Daniel, had them thrown the lions themselves and this time the 
lions devoured them. Darius, a pagan king, honored Daniel and Daniel’s God, the only True 
God, as “the living God, enduring forever.” God made His name great through the strong and 
simple faith of Daniel.  

Questions: 
Give an example of when has it been hard to trust in God’s provision or protection?  
How can we help one another to follow God and trust Him no matter what? 

Prayer: 
God, You are the living God, enduring forever. Your kingdom shall never be destroyed and 
You dominion shall have no end. Help us to follow You no matter the cost. Amen. 

 
December 18 - O Little Town 

Scripture: Micah 5:1-5a 

Teaching: 
We know that God does things that don’t seem to make sense at first or surprise us. He uses 
unlikely people to accomplish great things for His kingdom. God chose a tiny town called 
Bethlehem as the birthplace for the coming Savior, Jesus. You would think that someone as 
important as a king would be born in a great city but Jesus was born in an ordinary village.  

God chose Bethlehem long before Jesus was born and the prophet Micah wrote that 
Bethlehem would be the place where the Messiah would be born. Even with the prophecy 
from Micah, Bethlehem was not ready and there was no place prepared for God’s Son to be 
born. The day we set aside to celebrate Jesus’ birth is approaching. We can spend this time 
waiting — making our hearts ready.  

Questions: 
Can you think of a time you we not ready for what was coming? What happened? 
How can we get our hearts ready to celebrate Jesus?  

Prayer: 
Eternal God, work in us by the power of the Holy Spirit to prepare room in our hearts to 
receive afresh the advent of the Son of God. We ask in Jesus’ powerful name, Amen.  



 
December 19 - The Forerunner 

Scripture: Luke 1:5-25 

Teaching: 
Sometimes the prayers we pray aren’t answered… or at least aren’t answered in the way we 
think. Zechariah and Elizabeth loved God and believed Him but they did not have a child. 
Zechariah served in the temple and when there an angel brought him a message that he 
would have a son in his old age. Zechariah didn’t believe the Angel’s message and so, as a 
sign, God took away Zechariah’s ability to talk until his son was born. 

Imagine if you had great news but couldn’t tell anyone? Zechariah was probably frustrated 
that he couldn’t speak but can you imagine the joy building inside of him as he saw God’s 
promise fulfilled before his very eyes? 
 
Questions: 
What good news do you have to share? How do you feel when you have good news? 
How can you tell others of what God has done for you? 

Prayer: 
Savior God, thank You for your mercy and loving kindness toward us. Fill us with 
thanksgiving and give us the boldness to tell others about your good news! Amen.  

 
December 20 - Prepare the Way 

Scripture: Matthew 3:1-6 

Teaching: 
Zachariah and Elizabeth’s son was named John. God chose John to tell people about Jesus.  
John wanted people to know that Jesus was the Son of God, the promised Messiah! John 
proclaimed that God’s Word called people to repent of sin and follow God’s commands. 

People saw John as strange. He lived in the wilderness and ate locusts and honey. John 
Baptized people in the Jordan river when they repented of their sin and sought to follow 
God’s commands. Some people didn’t like John and his courage to follow God’s commands 
and call others to do the same, and it cost him his life. But God used John to proclaim to the 
world that the messiah had come and His name was Jesus.  
 
Questions: 
Have you even looked strange to the world around you because following God’s commands 
was not popular? 
John called people to repent. Are there things from which you need to repent or ask 
forgiveness? 

Prayer: 
Holy and righteous God, Thank You that You are patient with and offer forgiveness. May Your 
Holy Spirit convict us of sin and help us grow in righteousness, following Your precepts. In 
the righteousness of Christ we stand and we pray, Amen.  



 
December 21 - “You shall bear a son…” 

Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

Teaching: 
God chose a special woman to carry and give birth to His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and her name was Mary. He sent and angel to Mary to tell her that God had found favor with 
her and had chosen her to be the human mother to the Messiah. Mary was afraid but she 
believed that God was always faithful to His people and she trusted that He would guide her 
and carry her as she carried the Son of God.  

Mary was astonished at what was happening. She knew that she would be looked down 
upon because she was not yet married, but Mary rejoiced in the amazing impossibility of the 
miracle that God was doing. It caused her to worship God for his greatness. 

Questions: 
Talk about some things that have happened to you or others that seem impossible. Have you 
been able to see God working in the midst of both good and difficult things? 
What things cause our hearts to worship God?  

Prayer: 
Thank You perfect God that nothing is impossible for You. You are able to work wonderful 
things for your glory and for our good. Cause our souls to magnify You for You are great! 
Amen.  
 
 
December 22 - “… and you shall call Him Jesus.” 

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

Teaching: 
Mary wasn’t the only one who got a message from the LORD. God sent an angel to tell 
Joseph that he was going to be the adoptive father of the son that Mary was carrying. 
Joseph wasn’t sure that he could or wanted to stay betrothed (engaged) to Mary, but the 
Angel told Joseph that Mary was chosen by God and that the son he would raise was special.  

When Joseph woke the next day he knew that he was a part of the miraculous plan that God 
was unfolding. This simple carpenter would serve as the earthly father, protector, and teacher 
for Jesus. Although Joseph could have walked away, he followed God into the life that God 
had laid out for him and he trusted God to supply all he needed so that he could be a good 
and godly father to Jesus.  

Questions: 
God doesn’t often send angels to deliver messages to us. What are some ways He speaks to 
us through His Word (Bible) that give us direction and hope? 
How can we give celebrate God’s work in us with others? 

Prayer:  
God over the heavens and earth, give us ears to hear when You call to us. Give us hearts that 
are tuned to Your voice and sensitive to Your Word. When You speak, help us to follow. 
Thank You for revealing Yourself to us in Your Holy Scriptures. In Jesus we pray, Amen. 



 
December 23 - Journey to Bethlehem 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-5 

Teaching: 
Some journeys are fun, like a vacation. Other journeys are difficult, like if you have to move 
far from a place you love. Whether it is a joy or a struggle we can always learn while we’re on 
a journey.  

Mary and Joseph had to travel a good distance on foot with only a donkey. They went from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem to be counted with all the other Hebrew people. Mary was just about 
to give birth to Jesus and when they arrived in the town it was so crowded that they could 
not find a place to stay. But God provided a warm place to stay the night even if they had 
some animals as roommates. They found that even in the midst unknowns and a difficult 
journey God was working out His plan. 

Questions: 
What journeys did you take this past year? What did you learn along the way?  
Were you able to see God’s guidance in your journey? 

Prayer: 
God, You see all things. You see the end from the beginning. Guide our steps and give us 
courage to step out in faith when we cannot see where You are leading. Help us to trust and 
follow You. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

 
December 24 - Unto us a Son is born 

Scripture: Luke 2:6-21  

Teaching:  
The wait is over! Generation after generation and now, finally, the promised one, the king who 
ushers in a kingdom of righteousness and peace was here! The shepherds are joining with 
choirs of angels praising God for this most wondrous miracle! 

God created all things… God was making a promise. 
Sin fractured all creation… but God’s promise was unbroken. 
God’s people forgot God and His promises… but God did not forget His promise. 
God was patient and led His people, protected His people, and loved His people. Even when 
they were faithless God was faithful.  

God proved his faithfulness by coming near his broken people — Jesus, the 2nd person of the 
Trinity took on a human nature and human flesh and came. And they called him Emmanuel, 
which means, God with us. 

Questions: 
Emmanuel (God with us) — what comes to mind when you think of God coming near to us? 
What are some of the promises about the messiah that came true when Jesus was born? 
What does that tell us about the faithfulness of God and His Word? 

Prayer:  
Thank You Father God for the matchless gift of Your Son, Jesus. Amen! 



 
December 25 - Promise Fulfilled…Promise to Come 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; Matthew 28:16-20; Hebrews 10:19-25 (read below) 

Teaching: 
Isaiah 9 says, “The people in darkness have seen a great light…” 

All throughout the Bible the story of God’s redeeming work is seen. Each story, each person, 
is one strand of cloth that forms, when woven together with the rest of the story, a beautiful 
tapestry that proclaims that our God is great and has done marvelous things in redeeming 
lost people and calling them to Himself. We were once blind and in darkness and Christ has 
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and had transferred us to the Kingdom of light! 

At Christmas we are reminded that all the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus.  
Jesus’ life, ministry, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension to heaven and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit dwelling inside every believer as a seal of God’s promise — all these are powerful 
proofs of God’s power and faithfulness.  

When Jesus was lifted up to heaven he commissioned his disciples to go into all the World 
and make more disciples, Baptizing them and teaching them. This is our part to play in this 
grand story, this is the thread we add to the tapestry… to faithfully proclaim the work of 
Christ to save sinners like you and me. And we can trust that we are not alone because Jesus 
said he would always be with us (Matthew 28:20b). 

Advent is a time of waiting. We take time to think about and remember what it was like for 
God’s people to wait for God the Father to fulfill his promise in Jesus, the savior.  
But there is a second advent. Jesus told his disciples that, one day, he will come again. So we 
wait in anticipation that Jesus will soon return and we will be with Him forever.  

We wait together for Jesus to come again. 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.   
(Hebrews 10:19-25 ESV) 

Questions: 
How does the promise of Jesus help us believe that He will come again? 
What does it look like for us to be ready for Jesus to come again? 

Prayer: 
Great Father, Perfect Son, Indwelling Spirit — Thank You for your righteous rule and Your 
perfect work of redemption. Help us to anticipate the return of Jesus and labor in 
faithfulness while we have life and breath on this earth. Continue to mold us into the image 
of Christ Jesus, our Lord. We pray these things in Jesus un-matched name, Amen.


