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PARENTING IN THE YOUNGER YEARS 
by Reid S. Monaghan 

 
 
BEING TOGETHER TODAY  

 Upbringing? Education? 

 

 Speaking from experience as a Pastor 

 

 Speaking as a Dad 

 

 The Importance of the Younger Years 

 

 

MY STORY  

 Desperate  

 

 Hopeful  

 

 Passionate 

 

 Teachable  

 

 Excited 



THE WILD RIDE OF PARENTING  
 
 

Do not fear bringing up little people in 
this generation where it seems to us that 
morality and the virtues of graciousness 
and civility have been lost.  
 

 

 

BEFORE THEY ARE TEENS… 

 Understand the Call of God on Parents  

 

 This is the Way, Walk in it…in Your Flow 

 

 Calling our Children to God 

 

GOD’S CALL UPON PARENTS 

The 6s – Deuteronomy 6, Ephesians 6:1-4  

God calls us to the path of parenting so that we 
may point the path of children towards the wor-
ship of God 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 



Ephesians 6:1-4 

 
 
 

In the Younger Years… 
 

We want to win their _____________ and ______________ young.  

________________ : relationship, love, connection.  

      ________________ : right view of authority; they follow and obey.   

 

The Paidea of God 

We are called to bear and raise children for the glory of God…
When we realize that having children isn't about us but is rather 
about God, then the trials and sacrifices of parenting are more 
easily borne. We see the purpose behind the difficulty, and we 
remind ourselves, "this isn't about me; it's about him." The 
ultimate issue is no longer how proud my children make me, but 
how faithful I've been to discharge the duties God has given me. 
To compare our hope and joy on the response of any given sinner 
is a precarious move at best. To pin this same hope and joy on 
the response of a sinner in his or her toddler years or teen years 
is to beg for disillusionment and to risk waking up in despair. 
Gary L. Thomas, Sacred Parenting, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2004) 16, 17. 

 

FOUR RHYTHMS OF PARENTING  
IN THE YOUNGER YEARS 



DISCIPLINE 
The Purpose of Discipline in the Home  

 
#1 To create a sensible context for kids to flourish and see 

fruit of righteousness born (Hebrews 12) 
 
The importance of proper discipline stems from – as the 
Bible tells us - the innate sinfulness of children. Children do 
not have to be taught to misbehave; misbehavior comes 
naturally to them. In any given situation, a child is inclined, 
by human nature, to do the wrong thing, not the right thing; 
the self-serving thing, not the other-serving thing.  

John Rosemond, Parenting by the Book (New York: 
Howard Books, 2007) 189. 

Hebrews 12:3-11 
 

 

 

Purpose #1 —> Harvest/Yield in Life —> Peaceful fruit of Righteousness  

 

 

Proverbs: wisdom literature – some of the wisest counsel for parents is in 
this book. Much is the counsel of parents to kids.  

24Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to 
discipline him. Proverbs 13:24 
15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far 
from him. Proverbs 22:15  
13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will 
not die. 14 If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol.  
Proverbs 23:13,14 
 
The Question of Spanking  
 



Purpose #2 —> AUTHORITY is in place so that instruction may take 
place.  

 

Practical Discipline: winning the hearts and hands of your 
children 

 Not simply to modify behavior, but to shape the heart/character.  

 

 

Let it always be seen that you are more displeased at sin than at folly.  
- John Witherspoon. 

 

Tripp– Childishness? 

 

Fitzpatrick and Thomas – Sin, weakness or immaturity?  

 

We are after making disciples in our homes, not kids that look right, act 
right and do not change. Hearts that want to love God, follow Jesus, em-
powered by the Holy Spirit to be transformed – restored, redeemed, image of 
God.  

 

Persist in Discipline  

A parent that has once obtained and knows how to preserve au-
thority will do more by a look of displeasure, than another by the 
most passionate words and even blows. It holds universally in families 
and schools, and even the greater bodies of men, the army and navy, 
that those who keep the strictest discipline give the fewest strokes. 
John Witherspoon 

 
Direct Disobedience  

 



Accept a No Answer 

 

 

Lots of Gifts, No Bribes  

Nothing can be more weak and foolish, or more destructive of authority, than 
when children are noisy and in an ill humor, to give them or promise them some-
thing to appease them.  Witherspoon 

 

 

 

I really enjoyed Frank Bruni’s New York Times Op-Ed piece March 30,  
2013. He called it “A Childless Bystander’s Baffled Hymn.” It be-
gan this way:  

MODERN parenting confuses me. The vocabulary, for starters. Take 
the word “last.” Usually it means final. Last exit: there are none be-
yond it. Last rites: you’re toast. But the “last chance” for a 4-year-old 
to quit his screeching, lest he get a timeout? There are usually another 
seven or eight chances still to go, in a string of flaccid ultimatums: 
“Now this is your last chance.” “This is really your last chance.” “I’m 
giving you just one more chance. I’m not kidding.” Of course you are, 
and your kids know it. They’re not idiots. But they’re also not adults, 
so why this whole school of thought that they should be treated as if 
they are, long before they can perform such basic tasks of civilization 
as driving, say, or decanting? Why all the choices — “What would you 
like to wear?”— and all the negotiating and the painstakingly calibrated 
diplomacy? They’re toddlers, not Pakistan. I understand that you want 
them to adore you. But having them fear you is surely the saner strat-
egy, not just for you and for them but for the rest of us and the future 
of the republic. 

 

A Childless Bystander’s Baffled Hymn By Frank Bruni, NY Times Op
-Ed piece http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/opinion/sunday/bruni-a-
childless-bystanders-baffled-hymn.html  

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/opinion/sunday/bruni-a-childless-bystanders-baffled-hymn.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/31/opinion/sunday/bruni-a-childless-bystanders-baffled-hymn.html


On Timing  

 

 

On Parents  

Seek to not discipline in anger, but rather face to face – relationship with 
you and God 

 

I have heard some parents often say that they cannot correct their children 
unless they are angry; to whom I have usually answered, then you ought not to 
correct them at all.  Witherspoon 

 

Repentance and trust is the goal 

 

TEACHING 

Proverbs 1:7-9 

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wis-
dom and instruction. 8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and for-
sake not your mother's teaching, 9 for they are a graceful garland for 
your head and pendants for your neck. 

Locus of Discipleship 

 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

 

How? Integrated teaching with everyday life and experience 



Two ways to be WEIRD 

 

Not along the way  

 

Non-Integrated Life 

 

Means and Responsibility: Does it Take a Village? 

 

Parents are _____________ 

  

Many others ____________ 



Instruction of the Lord 

 

About ________________________ 

 

About ________________________ 

 

 Relationships  

 

 Authority  

 

 Money  

 

 Trust  

 

 Responsibility  

 

Times of Opportunity 

 

Historical Hours of Prayer  

The third, sixth and ninth hour, roughly: Morning, Noon, Evening 

 

Exodus and Leviticus  

David in the Psalms  

Daniel in Exile  

The Disciples in Acts  



Opportune Times in the 21st Century 

  ________________________ ________________________  

      ________________________ ________________________ 

      ________________________ ________________________  

  Win 2 of 3 

 

 

 

PRESENCE  

God’s Presence with his people in the… 
Old Testament 

 God with our first parents in the garden (Genesis 1-2) 

 Sin as separation from God (Genesis 3) 

 Pillar of Fire, Cloud – God with and leading his people (Exodus 13, 14) 

 The ancient tabernacle – the presence of God among the people in the 
camp (Exodus 26) 

 Moses’ confidence was only if the presence of God went with the people 
(Exodus 33:12-16) 

 Promise of presence – I will be their God, they shall be my people 
(Ezekiel 37:15-28) 

 The Temple – where God’s presence dwelled (2 Chronicles 5) 

New Testament 
 Jesus was called Emmanuel – God with us (Matthew 1) 
 
 The Word became Flesh – The Son of God dwelling/tabernacling with 

humanity as one of us (John 1:1-3, 14) 

 Jesus the New Temple (Mark 11) 

 The Church as a place of presence (Ephesians 2:11-22, 1 Cor. 3:16-17) 



 The Communion Table as a place of presence and fellowship (1 Cor. 
10:14-22, Rev. 3:20) 

 He is with us in his mission (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 He will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:4, 5) 

 The Kingdom of Heaven – The dwelling place of God in man (Rev. 21:3) 
 

Parenting involves Presence! 

The truth is that quality time IS quantity time. To know their 
Mommy and Daddy, children need to be with you and not simply for half 
an hour a week. If your kids don’t know your hearts, you will not have 
quality “forced quick time” with them.  

 
ABSENCE will FRUSTRATE  

 
 

On Mars?  

 

Practical Presence 

 Expose them to your Loves  

 Follow their Loves Fully  

 Listen, Listen, Listen  

 Do Stuff with them  

 Apologize and Repent 

 Debrief Life in the Moments God Supplies  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%252013.5


LOVE(G) FUNCTION 

1 John 3:1-3 ESV 

 

 

1 Corinthians 13 ESV 

  

 

 Discipline with Grace  

 

 Teach with Grace  

 

 Be Present with Grace  

 

The Love Grace Function 

Because of the Truth, we all need grace. 

Because of grace, love makes sense. 



SPECIAL ADDITION – PARENTING AND TECHNOLOGY  

MY BACKGROUND 

 

WHY ENGAGE THIS DISCUSSION? 

Relationships 

 

Family Unity and Connection 

 

 

HOUSE RULES: MEDIA 

 

 

HOUSE RULES: WHO, WHEN, WHERE 

 

 

HOLINESS BEFORE THE LORD 

 

 

SOCIAL NETWORKS 

 

Who is there, what is there? 

 

 

 



TRANSITIONING TO THE TEENS 

 All you have been pouring into belongs to them 

 More choices, More freedoms, More self-leadership 

 Safe to make their mistakes 

 Open Conversation About These things 

 

BONUS – POWER OF CULTURE – Home, Church —> City 

 

PARENTING TOWARDS ETERNITY 

____________ and ____________ 

 

____________ and ____________ 

 

____________ and ____________ 

 

____________ and ____________ 

 

A WORD FROM THE WISE 

 

 

TIME FOR DIALOGUE 
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