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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Romans – Lesson 12 
 

The Book of Romans can be viewed as: 

Romans 1-8 – Doctrinal 

Romans 9-11 – Dispensational 

Romans12-16 – Duty 

 

Paul, in his writings, sets out a ________________ argument that is 

followed by a ________________ section.  Here in Romans, chapters 1-11 

are the theological section and chapters 12-16 are practical. 

 

VI. Righteousness Practiced; Application, Service, 12:1–15:13 

A. In Relation to Ourselves, 12:1–2 

 

This practical section is built upon the doctrine of the previous one.  Notice 

the “therefore” that begins the verse.  In the Greek, the verbal phrase “I 

urge you” comes first.  This emphasizes the importance of Paul’s request. 

 

On the basis of God’s mercies (the totality of Paul’s argument of what God 

has done in chapters 1-11), Paul encourages – from the Greek word 

παρακαλέω – parakaleō – “to ask for (earnestly), to request, to plead for, to 

appeal to” – Christians to __________________ their lives for the Lord. 

 

This is reminiscent of the _____________________ sacrifices.  When an 

animal was sacrificed, how much of that animal’s life was given? 

________!  Notice the difference that Paul makes.  Our lives are to be a 

____________ and _______________ sacrifice. 
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Only a suitable animal could be used for sacrificial purposes (Exod. 16; 

Deut. 17:1).  The Christian’s life should be one worthy of sacrifice (1 John 

1:9). What makes one “unworthy” for service?  

 

Notice the idea of “reasonable service” or “spiritual service of worship.”  

The word used here is “to perform religious rites as a part of worship.”  I 

like how Dr. Witmer explains this point: 

 

Latreian refers to any ministry performed for God, such as that 

of the priests and the Levites. Christians are believer-priests, 

identified with the great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 

Heb. 7:23–28; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6). A believer’s offering of 

his total life as a sacrifice to God is therefore sacred service.1 

 

When a Christian makes a sacrifice of their life, it involves a complete 

_____________ of lifestyle.  A Christians should not live like the unsaved 

world does.  In verse 2, there is a negative component and a positive 

component.  How does this change happen in a practical way? 

 

 

 

B. In Relation to the Church, 12:3–8 

 

The way in which a Christian demonstrates a sacrificial heart and a 

transformed life is through ________________, using one’s spiritual gift for 

the church. 

 

 
 1 John A. Witmer, “Romans,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 487. 
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This is to be done through ________________ (12:3).  God has given 

_________ believer the ability to serve the Lord and the church in some 

fashion.  Do you think Christians are utilizing the spiritual gifts that God has 

giving them? 

 

Paul uses a practical illustration in 12:4-5.  He likens the spiritual body (the 

church) to the physical body.  Each body part has its own purpose that 

contributes to the whole.  So does every Christian in the ___________ 

church. 

 

Paul’s encouragement in 12:6-8 based upon the fact that ___________ 

Christian has at least one spiritual gift!  Therefore, every Christian should 

________ that spiritual gift for God’s glory and the building up of the 

church.  Where does this work manifest itself? 

 

Paul is pointing out the ________________ among the believers and how 

that affects the whole.  In this passage, Paul is teaching us that each 

member is functions to serve the body; the body does not serve the 

members. 

 

C. In Relation to Society, 12:9–21 

 

In this section, Paul gives a lengthy list of short exhortations or commands.  

We cannot ignore the fact that the Bible is an _________________ book.  

As believers in Christ, God gives us “do’s and don’ts.”  We cannot ignore 

this truth. 

 

There are many today who are minimizing the importance of 

_____________.  God is clear throughout the entire Bible about this point.  

“Obedience always brings blessing!  Disobedience always brings 

consequences!” 
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Take note of this list in 12:9-21: 

Let love be without hypocrisy. 

Abhor what is evil; 

Cling to what is good. 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 

Give preference to one another in honor; 

Not lagging behind in diligence, (be) fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

Rejoicing in hope, 

Persevering in tribulation, 

Devoted to prayer, 

Contributing to the needs of the saints,  

Practicing hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 

Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but 

associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 

Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. 

Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 

God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the 

Lord. 

“BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, 

GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING 

COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 


