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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Hebrews – Lesson 1 
 

As we begin our study into the book of Hebrews, one issue needs to be 

addressed.  To whom was this book written?  Zane Hodges offers some 

insight here. 

 

The identity of the first readers of Hebrews, like the author, is 

unknown. Nevertheless they were evidently part of a particular 

community. This appears from several considerations. The 

readers had a definite history and the writer referred to their 

“earlier days” (Heb. 10:32–34); he knew about their past and 

present generosity to other Christians (6:10); and he was able 

to be specific about their current spiritual condition (5:11–14). 

Moreover, the author had definite links with them and 

expressed his intention to visit them, perhaps with Timothy 

(13:19, 23). He also requested their prayers (13:18).1 

 

What is abundantly clear is the author had an excellent knowledge and 

understanding of the background associated with the Jews.  The fact that 

the writing in the book itself deals greatly with religious issues from that 

perspective argues for Jewish readership. 

 

Where did these Jews live?  There are two possibilities: Palestine and Italy.  

Ryrie holds to the Italian view. 

 

The preference seems to be Italy, for these readers were not 

poor (and the saints in Palestine were, 6:10; 10:34; Rom. 

15:26); the Septuagint is used exclusively for quotations from 

 
 1 Zane C. Hodges, “Hebrews,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 778. 
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the Old Testament (one would not expect this if the readers 

were Palestinian); and “Those from Italy greet you” (13:24) 

sounds as though Italians outside of Italy are sending greetings 

back home.2 

 

A with the issue of authorship, we cannot be certain as to the location of 

the original readers. 

 

 

I. The Preeminence of the Son in His Person and Work – 1:1-10:18 

 A. Christ is Better than the Prophets – 1:1-3 

 B. Christ is Better than the Angels – 1:4-2:18 

  1. Proof from the Old Testament – 1:4-14 

 

The word “preeminence” means having superiority or as it is often stated, 

having ______________________.  This is the argument that the author is 

making for Christ and thus Christianity. 

 

In the opening statement, the author presents Christ as being better that 

the (Old Testament) prophets.  The author is presenting a ____________ 

between those prophets and Christ in God’s revelation. 

 

Heb. 1:1 – In the Greek, the sentence begins as “In many parts and in 

many ways…”  God revealed Himself a little at a time and in various ways.  

He did not give us His Word all at once!  It took time.  God used multiple 

ways to reveal that which He wanted us to have. 

 
 2 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 

Expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), 1943. 
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The phrase “many parts” or portions indicates a 

_______________________ sense.  The phrase “many ways” indicates a 

_________________________ sense. 

 

In what ways has God reveal Himself? 

 1. ____________________ (Gen. 37 – Joseph; Daniel 2 – Neb.) 

 2. ____________________ (Gen. 15 – Abraham) 

 3. ____________________ (Exo. 3 – Moses)    

 4. _____________ and ________________ (Exo. 28:30; Ezra 2:63; 

 Neh. 7:65) 

 

Notice how God spoke to humanity in 1:2. God the Father, “…in these last 

days has spoken to us in His Son…”  This is a different way compared to 

the time of the fathers and the prophets. 

 

Let us take a moment an address the phrase “last days.”  There is much 

speculation as to what this phrase represents.  In the New Testament, the 

phrase is only used five times (Acts 2:17; 2 Tim. 3:1; Heb. 1:2; James 5:3; 

2 Peter 3:3).   

 

There is a similar phrase in 1 Timothy 4:1-3, “latter times,” that is also 

referencing the same time period. 

 

All but James 5:3 is used in strictly prophetic sense to some degree.  A 

close examination of these references and their context will reveal that the 

“last days” began with the ___________________ of Christ and will end 

with His ________________________. 
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Notice how the author describes Christ in this passage (Heb. 1:2b-4).  In 

each of these statements, he is presenting the superiority of Christ.  The 

author is establishing the _______________ or authority to reveal. 

 

 1. Jesus is the __________ of all things (all that exists). (Ps. 2:8; 

 Matt. 28:18; Mark 12:7; Rom. 8:17; Heb. 2:8) 

 

 2. Jesus is the ___________________ of all things. (Col. 1:16; John 

 1:3; Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 8:6) 

 

 3. Jesus is the ________________ of God’s glory. He does not 

 ________________ glory, rather He is the expression of glory. 

 

 4. Jesus is the exact representation of the _____________ of God. 

 (John 8:30; John 17; 2 Cor. 4:4) 

 

 5. Jesus holds all things together. (Col. 1:17) 

 

 6. Jesus ____________ for the sins of the world, making purification 

 of sins possible! He is the _________________ (Titus 2:14; 1 John 

 2:2; 2 Cor. 5:19; 2 Pet. 2:1, 17) 

 

 7. After making purification of sins possible, Jesus ascended into 

 heaven and sat down at the right hand of the Father. This is a 

 position of _____________. (Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; 16:19; Luke 

 22:69; Acts 2:33; 7:55, 56; Rom. 8:34; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 

 1 Pet. 3:22) 

 

 



Riverview Baptist Church – Ward Harris – Ph.D. (ABD) 
 

15 
 

All of these assertions of the author are clear statements of Christ’s 

______________.  No other person, Old Testament father or prophet, can 

claim equal status with Christ!  Therefore, Jesus is better than all that came 

before Him. 

 

Now we will see that Christ is better than the angels.  Why did the author 

see the need to present Christ as better than the angels? In Jewish 

theology, angels were given a high status.  Angels were also involved in 

the main events of Israel’s history. 

Consider these examples: 

 

 1. Exodus from Egypt – Exodus 3:2 – “the Angel of Jehovah” – A 

 Christophany  

 

 2. The giving of the Law – Exodus 19, 20; Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19 

 

 3. The angel and Balaam - “the Angel of Jehovah” – A Christophany 

 

 4. Gabriel interprets visions – Dan. 8, 9 

 

 5. Michael preserves Israel – Dan. 12 

 

So, in Jewish theology, angels were involved in ___________________.  

The Jews viewed angels as having a God given right to reveal.  The author 

of Hebrews uses the Scriptures, what we would call the Old Testament, as 

proof that Jesus as the Son of God has a _____________ God given right. 

 

Hebrew 1:4 – The opening statement of superiority of Christ over the 

angels. 
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The word “angel” is used eleven times in chapters 1-2 (1:4, 5, 6, 7 [twice], 

13; 2:2, 5, 7, 9, 16.  The word “angel” is also used in 12:22 and 13:2. 

 

How is Christ better than the angels? 

 

1. Jesus is better in _________________________ (1:5-6).  The author 

quotes Psalm 2:7; 2 Sam. 7:14 or 1 Chron 17:13; Deut. 32:43 or Psalm 

97:7. Jesus is God’s ______________. 

 

2. Jesus is better in ________________________ (1:7-9).  The author 

quotes Psalm 104:4 and Psalm 45:6-7.  Here the angels are depicted as 

______________.  Christ is depicted as ruling from a throne. 

 

3. Jesus is better in ______________________ (1:10-12).  The author 

quotes Psalm 102:25-27.  Here the author is emphasizing the 

_________________ of Christ.  As the eternal Creator, He is greater that 

that which He created. 

 

4. Jesus is better in ______________________ (1:13-14).  The author 

quotes Psalm 110:1. This is an indication that Christ is a _____________ 

with the Father in His work (both the work of the Father and of the Son).  

Angels are simply ministering spirits, doing the work that God sends them 

to do. 

 

Again, the author is presenting the fact that the Scriptures, that which we 

call the Old Testament, indicates Christ’s deity.  Therefore, Jesus is better 

than the angels.  His argument will continue into chapter 2. 

 

 


