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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Hebrews – Lesson 11 
 

B. The Evidence of the Life of Faith – 11:1-40 

  1. The Endurance of Faith – 11:1-3 

  2. Old Testament Examples of Faith – 11:4-40 

   a. Faith in the Pre-Patriarchal Period – 11:4-7 

   b. Faith in the Patriarchal Period – 11:8-22 

   c. Faith in the Wilderness Wanderings – 11:23-31 

   d. Faith in the Trials – 11:32-38 

   e. Victory of Faith – 11:39-40 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

We are continuing in the practical section of the book of Hebrews.  There 

are practical benefits that are available to believers because of what Christ 

did for humanity as applied to believers in salvation.   

 

Here in chapter 11, we see clear examples of the _____________ of faith 

in the lives of Old Testament believers.  The author is using these 

examples as illustrations of what it is like to live a life of faith. 

 

We should make a distinction between “the faith” and “faith.”  The former is 

the, most of the time, the thought of ______________ faith.  The type of 

faith that ushers in spiritual life. 

 

Salvation, regardless of the dispensation, comes through the channel of 

faith.  It is an ____________.  In the Greek, it is based on the verb πιστεύω 

(pisteuō) which is defined as “to believe to the extent of complete trust and 

reliance.” 
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The noun form is πίστις (pistis) which is what we have in 11:1. 

 

In the conclusion of the previous warning section that we studied last week, 

the author included the theme of living by faith in 10:37-39.  The fact that 

we have faith in Christ does not necessarily mean that we __________ by 

faith. 

 

The author includes chapter 11 as an encouragement.  These Old 

Testament believers had faith and lived accordingly.  This resulted in the 

________________ of these believers having an affect then and now! 

 

B. The Evidence of the Life of Faith – 11:1-40 

1. The Endurance of Faith – 11:1-3 

 

In 11:1, the word “faith” does not have an article, therefore, the author is 

referring to the principle of faith.  In 11:2, we have more of a description of 

faith more than a definition of faith. 

 

The KJV word “substance” comes from the Greek word ὑπόστασις 

(hupostasis) – “the reality or realization of something.”  It can mean the 

“assurance of something” as it is translated in the NASB. 

 

The KJV word “evidence” is ἔλεγχος (elegchos) is the “proof” or “conviction” 

of something.  Together, faith is the reality of what is proven. 

 

Old Testament believers lived their lives of faith because of what they 

realized to be true.  The author is showing that Old Testament believers 

lived a life of faith, therefore, New Testament believers should do the same! 

 



Riverview Baptist Church – Ward Harris – Ph.D. (ABD) 
 

81 
 

Dr. Ryrie writes of verse 1, “Faith is described in this great verse as the 

assurance (or reality, the same word translated “nature” in 1:3) of things 

hoped for, the conviction (as in John 16:8) of things not seen. Faith gives 

reality and proof of things unseen, treating them as if they were already 

objects of sight rather than of hope.”1 

 

Zane Hodged writes, “What this really means he then expounded in terms 

his readers could fully appreciate, because it is faith that underlies the 

experience of the heroes of Old Testament history. Since these people 

experienced faith, so could his readers.”2 

 

In 11:1, faith looks forward to the future as a realized truth based upon 

God’s ______________.  In 11:3, faith looks backward to _____________. 

 

In 11:2, the elders, those of the Old Testament that the author uses in this 

chapter obtained a ___________________.  The verb is a passive verb.  

This means that the elders did obtain the testimony themselves, but rather 

it came from others outside of them. 

 

2. Old Testament Examples of Faith – 11:4-40 

 

Here begins the ___________________. 

 

 

 

 
 1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 

Expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), 1959. 

 
 2 Zane C. Hodges, “Hebrews,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 
Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 807. 
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a. Faith in the Pre-Patriarchal Period – 11:4-7 – This is the time before 

Abraham. 

 

Abel – 11:4; Genesis 4; Matt. 23:35; Luke 11:51 – Abel represents the 

______________ of faith. 

 

Enoch – 11:5-6; Genesis 5; Jude 14 – He represents the __________ of 

faith.  What does it mean to walk with God? 

 

1. Traveling to the same ___________ – Heading in the same direction. 

2. Traveling on the same __________ – Walking with God. 

3. Traveling at the same _________ – In step with God. 

 

Noah – 11:7; Genesis 6-9; 1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5 – represents the 

__________ of faith. 

 

 

b. Faith in the Patriarchal Period – 11:8-22 

 

In this section, four patriarchs and one matriarch are mentioned.  The 

sections deals with the promise of the land (11:8-10, 13-16), the promise of 

a son (11:11-12), the offering of that son (11:17-19), the blessings 

pronounced by Isaac and Jacob, and Joseph’s instructions concerning his 

bones (11:22). 

 

The _______________ of faith – Abraham – 11:8-10; Gen. 12 
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The ________________ of faith – Sarah – 11:11-12; Genesis 17. 

 

   c. Faith in the Wilderness Wanderings – 11:23-31 

   d. Faith in the Trials – 11:32-38 

   e. Victory of Faith – 11:39-40 

 

The ___________________ of the life of faith – 11:13-16 

 

 

 

Faith in _______________ during the Patriarchal Period – 11:17-22 

 

 

 

c. Faith in the Wilderness Wanderings – 11:23-31; Exodus; Joshua 6 

 

In this section, we see the author see the author describe faith in action on 

the part of Israel’s leader (11:23-28), on the part of those he led (11:29-31).  

Moses’ faith was both personal (11:23-36) and private (11:27-28).  His faith 

was operative despite adversity. 

 

Moses – 11:23-28 – Here is a good outline of you ever want to teach about 

Moses from this passage: 

 

 Courage of faith – 11:23 (parents of Moses) 

 Choice of faith – 11:24-25 
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 Object of faith – 11:26 

 Endurance of faith – 11:27 

 Obedience of faith – 11:28 

 

The Exodus – 11:29; Exodus – Redemption by ____________. 

 

 

The circling of Jericho – 11:30; Joshua 6 – Redemption by ____________. 

 

 

d. Faith in the Trials – 11:32-38 

 

This section is a general summary of the rest of the Old Testament history.   

 

 

 

Now, take a moment and think about this whole chapter to this point.  

When believers live out a life of faith, what will they experience? 

 

 

Even in this reality, believers will _________________. 

 

 

e. Victory of Faith – 11:39-40 – What is better for us? 

 


