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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Hebrews – Lesson 12 
 

 

C. The Exhortation to Endurance in Faith – 12:1-29 

  1. Faith and Discipline – 12:1-11 

   a. The Motive to Endurance – 12:1-2 

   b. Measure of Endurance – 12:3-4 

   c. The Purpose of Suffering – 12:5-11 

  2. Faith and the Believer’s Obligation – 12:12-29 

   a. The Obligations – 12:12-21 

   b. The Believer’s Heavenly Position – 12:22-24 

   c. The Fifth Warning Section – 12:25-29 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

C. The Exhortation to Endurance in Faith – 12:1-29 

 

Hebrews 12 is the __________________ of chapter 11.  The examples of 

faith enduring in chapter 11 are evidence that faith can endure now!  

Therefore, we as Christians need to live a life of faith! 

 

 

Think about someone in your life that has lived out a life of faith.  Who 

would that someone be? 

 

 

How do we live a life of faith?  Chapter 12 gives us some indication. 
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1. Faith and Discipline – 12:1-11 

a. The Motive to Endurance – 12:1-2 

 

Considering the fact that we have a “great cloud of witnesses” – those 

mentioned in chapter 11 and more – we need to run the Christian race, that 

is our lives, in such a way as to leave a __________________ testimony. 

 

 

How can we live our lives well?  We can lay aside every weight that 

___________ us from doing that which is biblical.  Notice that there is a 

little word in the text – “and.”  This combines the weight that holds us down 

with “the sin that easily entangles us.” 

 

 

There is a definite article with the word “sin.”  The one sin that the author 

has dealt with in the entire book - __________________.  This is not a 

reference to salvation as the book is addressed to believers. 

 

 

Notice that this Christian race has to be run with __________________.  

There is no other way to get through this this life and leave a lasting 

testimony, except to endure. 

 

 

What helps us do that very thing?  The author and finisher of our faith, the 

Lord Jesus!  We have to stay focused on Him!  He serves as the 

_________________ example of a life of faith that endure. 

b. Measure of Endurance – 12:3-4 
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For consider Him… This is a command!  Look back at what Jesus did and 

how He finished (12:2)!  We need to stay focused on Jesus so we will not 

grow tired and give up! 

 

 

Have you ever lost sight of Jesus in your Christian walk? 

 

 

c. The Purpose of Suffering – 12:5-11  

 

The idea of discipline is used some eight times in this section (12:5, 6, 7 

[2x], 8, 9, 10, 11.  God’s discipline is for _______________, not 

punishment! 

 

 

There are three aspects about discipline here: 

 

 1. Discipline is __________________ - 12:5, 6. 

 

 2. Discipline is ______________ of relationship – 12:7, 8. 

 

 3. Discipline brings us to _________________ - 12:10, 11. 

 

 

 

There are three degrees of Discipline (only the first two are in Hebrews): 
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 1. Chastening 

 

 2. Scourging (John 19:1; Acts 16:22; 2 Cor. 11:24) 

 

 3. ________ unto ____________ (1 John 5:16). 

 

 

Three reasons for discipline – 12:9-11. 

 

 1. Discipline teaches us to _______________ our Father – 12:9. 

 

 2.  Discipline is for our personal ________ - 12:10.  

 

 3. Discipline helps us to be more __________________ - 12:11. 

 

 

2. Faith and the Believer’s Obligation – 12:12-29 

 

a. The Obligations – 12:12-17 

 

These believers, those to whom the book was originally written, were in a 

spiritually low state (5:11-14; 6:12; 10:36; 12:1).  The author is attempting 

to help them by encouraging the following: 

 

Right actions to be followed – 12:12-14 
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 1. Straighten yourself up! – 12:12; Isa. 35:3; Job 4:3-4.  Choose! 

 

 2. Make your paths straight! – 12:13 – Walk straight toward maturity! 

 

 3. Follow peace and holiness – 12:14 – Two sides of the same coin! 

 

  Compare 12:10 (God’s holiness) and 12:14 (our sanctification).  

  Both words have the same root word – holy.  God’s holiness is  

  of His nature and __________________.  Our holiness is   

  ________________ and against our nature. 

 

  If we choose to learn, grow, and obey (and how much we do  

  these three things), then we grow in holiness.  We call this  

  _______________________________________. 

 

 

Wrong attitudes to be avoided – 12:15-17. 

 

1. Wrong attitude toward _______________ – 12:15a. Compare 5:11-6:2. 

 

What is grace?  How can we fall from God’s grace? 
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2. Wrong attitude toward what God has done ___________________ – 

12:15b.  Believers can allow a “root of bitterness” spring up and stop one’s 

progressive sanctification.  All this will do is negatively affect other believers 

around. 

 

 

3. Wrong attitude toward ____________ - 12:16-17. 

 

Esau is described here as “immoral and godless.”  The Greek word for 

immoral is πόρνος (pornos – one who engages in sexual immorality).  The 

Greek word for godless is βέβηλος (bebēlos – worldly or without God). 

 

Although, Esau married two Hittite women (Gen. 26:34-35), there is no 

recorded information that he lived a life of seeking sexual gratification.  He 

was certainly the kind of man that lived for materialistic things.  He sold his 

birthright for a bowl of beans! 

 

What is most likely, these two words are applied to Esau in a 

________________ sense.  Esau committed spiritual adultery against God 

by craving a materialistic life. 

 

 

b. The Believer’s Heavenly Position – 12:18-24 

 

There is a contrast between the Old Testament way of life and the New 

Testament way of life.  Notice the three mountains in this section (two are 

implied and one is stated). 
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1. Mount _____________ – 12:18-21. 

 

Most religious people believe they are going to heaven by “keeping the law” 

– or ________________. 

 

 

2. Mount ______________ – 12:22-24. 

 

Take note of the titles given to this “mount.”  Jesus has gone to prepare a 

place for us!  Remember: John 14:1-6. 

 

 

3. Mount ________________ – Luke 23:33. 

 

This is the mountain that makes all the difference in our lives! 

 

  

c. The Fifth Warning Section – 12:25-29 

 

Here the author is using a comparison.  If the Law was something to be 

feared, then how much more is God’s Word to be feared __________.  To 

reject or refuse “Him who is speaking,” a reference to God (and His Word), 

is more serious than rejecting the Lord’s Word before. 

 

Here we see the principle of “greater the privilege – greater the 

responsibility!” 

 


