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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Hebrews – Lesson 3 
 

C. Christ is Better than Moses – 3:1-6 

 1. In His Person and Work – 3:1-4 

 2. In His Position – 3:5-6 

D. Second Warning Section – 3:7-4:13 

 1. Admonition against Disobedience – 3:7-19 

  a. Old Testament Lesson at Kadesh Barnea – 3:7-11 

  b. Application of the Old Testament lesson – 3:12-15 

  c. Interpretation of the Kadesh lesson – 3:16-19 

 2. Argument Regarding the Rest of Faith – 4:1-10 

 3. Exhortation to Enter into that Rest – 4:11-13 

 

In this section, the author is arguing that Christ is better than Moses.  

Moses was elevated to a great status in the eyes of the Jewish people.  

Some might argue that he was revered too much. 

 

We would certainly recognize that Moses was a sinful person.  A careful 

study of the record of his life will indicate that truth.  What were some of his 

sins that were recorded in the Scripture? 
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However, God used him greatly in the history of Israel. 

 

1. Moses was __________________ preserved and chosen – Exodus 1, 3. 

2. Moses became Israel’s ____________________ – Exodus 7-12, 14, 17. 

3. Moses was Israel’s greatest _______________. God spoke to him 

directly – Num. 12:6-8. 

4. Moses was Israel’s ____________________ – Exodus 34. 

5. Moses was Israel’s great __________________ – He wrote five books of 

the Old Testament, more than any other Old Testament author. 

6. He is mentioned eleven times in Hebrews – 3:2, 3, 5, 16; 7:14; 8:5; 9;19; 

10:28; 11:23, 24; 12:21. (852 times in the entire Bible – NASB)  

 

Moses was greatly used of God, but that does not make him better that 

Christ.  Remember, the author was dealing with a time of transition.  For 

us, removed from that timeframe by nearly 2,000 years, that seems only 

natural.  For those in that time, that fact needed to be taught. 

 

Christ is better than Moses – 3:1-6 (Compare Numbers 12) 

 

Some would consider this argument to extend through 4:13. While that is 

possible, it seems better to separate this section from the second warning 

passage of 3:7-4:13. 

 

In Hebrews 3:1-6, the emphasis is on Christ and Moses (mentioned 3 times 

in 3:1-6).  The emphasis in 3:7-4:13 is upon Israel in the wilderness and not 

on the leader (mentioned once). 
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Christ is better than Moses in His Person and _____________ – 3:1-4. 

 

The author uses the phrase “holy brethren” – used only here in the New 

Testament.  This is a reality that believers often neglect to consider.  We 

are indeed __________________ in Christ (2:11). 

 

The life that we have in Christ involves a heavenly calling (Phil. 3:14; Eph. 

4:1).  There are many aspects of this calling that we can consider.  

However, the most important is that of ___________________________. 

 

The author is encouraging believers to consider Jesus and His work as an 

__________________ (John 5:24; 1 John 4:14) and as a High Priest (Heb. 

7:25).  In fulfilling these two roles, Jesus is God the Father’s representative 

to us and He is our representative to God the Father.  

 

In 3:2, the author states that Jesus was faithful to the One who appointed 

Him, just as Moses was also faithful in all His house.  This is from Numbers 

12.  This “house” is a reference to the Tabernacle which Moses was leader 

of its construction. 

 

However, in 3:3-4, the author states that Jesus is more worthy of glory than 

Moses as seen in __________________ work of Christ.  He who is created 

cannot be greater than the Creator. 

 

Christ is better than Moses in His _________________ – 3:5-6. 

 

Take note of the two different prepositions used.  Moses was faithful ____ 

His house.  Christ was faithful ________ His house.  Moses was a servant, 

but Christ was a Son. 
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There is a question here: is there one house or two houses?  In keeping 

with the contrast the author is presenting, it seems that _________ is in 

order. 

 

Each word for “house” in the Greek has a definite article which implies “the 

house of Moses” and “the house of Christ.” The house that Moses was 

faithful in was the Tabernacle.  The house that Christ is faithful over is 

___________________.  Which is greater? 

 

So, what is clear is that Christ is greater in His work as Apostle and High 

Priest.  Christ is greater in His role as Creator.  Christ is greater in His 

realm of priestly service.  Christ is simply greater! 

 

It is important to know in 3:6, the “if we hold fast…” is not a condition of 

salvation, but a manifestation of what is comes from salvation.  People do 

not become part of the household of Christ by holding fast, but they show 

that they are of the household of faith by holding fast. 

 

The Second Warning Section – Hebrews 3:7-4:13 – The Danger of 

Unbelief and Disobedience – Numbers 13-14. 

 

There are two things to point out in 3:7: 

1. The author attributes _________________ of the Old Testament to the 

Holy Spirit. 

2. The “therefore” is in light of those who are saved.  The author is warning 

believers of the dangers of unbelief and disobedience just like the Israelites 

in Numbers 12-14. 
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The author is quoting Psalm 95:7-11 which is historically based on 

Numbers 14.  This is a warning to generations following the reality of the 

Israelite judgment.  Do not do as they did in ___________________.   

 

According to Deut. 12:9, 10; Numbers 14:23, 30; Joshua 21:44; 22:4; 23:1 

– the “rest” in Hebrews 3:11 was ________________ into the promised 

land and resting from their enemies. 

 

So, how do we apply this Old Testament lesson to us today? 

 

The “take heed” in the KJV and “take care” in the NASB picks up the 

“therefore” of 3:7. In 3:12-15, the author addresses “brethren.”  He includes 

himself in the use of “we” in 3:14. 

 

We have to be careful to not make the text say something that it does not. 

Some might say that 3:12 is an indication that one might be able to lose 

salvation.  The text does not say that! 

 

One might be tempted to apply the verse to “professors” of salvation 

instead of genuinely saved people.  The text does not say that! 

 

The text is clear to say that believers (3:1, 6, 12, 14, 19) need to learn from 

the Old Testament example.  Believers need to make sure that they do 

__________________ believe God’s Word and ________________. 

 

As believers in Christ, we need to guard our hearts and minds against the 

deceitfulness of sin. Notice the progression of sin in 3:16-18. 
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The three stages of sin in 3:16-18: 

1. Some __________________ to the point of provoking the Lord to anger 

– 3:16. 

2. The word for “sinned” in 3:17 is __________ of sin, not a state of 

sinfulness. 

3. The attitude of _____________________! – 3:18. 

 

The danger of having a hardened, rebellious, brings _________________. 

 

How do we avoid the dangers of judgment?  We need to pursue a 

______________ heart, that stays close to the Lord (3:12).  We need to 

_______________________ one another continually (day after day) to do 

the right things (3:13). 

 

The author continues the warning section through 4:13, which we will 

examine next week! 

 


