
38 
 

Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lessons 8 & 9 

 

The Seventh Seal and the First Six Trumpet Judgments – Rev. 8-9 

 

The Opening of the Seventh Seal – 8:1 

There is a chronological progression seen in the ____________ of how 

things occur.  The trumpet judgments flow out of the _____________ seal.  

There are two options seen in the progression of the judgments: 

 Stair Case View     Telescopic View   

 

 

The one-half hour in heaven is probably a time of preparation for what is 

about to occur on earth.  One may view this as thirty minutes of 

______________ or suspense (Hab. 2:20; Zech. 2:13). 

 

Introductory Scene in Heaven – 8:2-6 – Second heavenly preparatory 

scene. 

 

Seven angels – This special group of angels are those who will sound the 

trumpet for each judgment.  The trumpet was used as a signal for war time 

and celebration (1 Cor. 14:8; Psalm 150:3). The Hebrew word ָפר  שֹׁ

(shofar) and the Greek word σάλπιγξ (salpigx) are translated as “trumpet.” 

 

ORDER 

SEVENTH 

WORSHIP 
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In verses three through six, we see a dramatic scene reminiscent of the Old 

Testament. Here an angel holding a “golden censer” comes before the altar 

in heaven and offers incense before the Lord.  Walvoord writes, “In the Old 

Testament tabernacle a censer made of copper, probably heavy to handle, 

was used to carry coals from the brazen altar outside the tabernacle to the 

altar of incense inside. Later, in the temple, Solomon used censers made of 

gold (1 Kings 7:50; 2 Chron. 4:22).”1 

Incense was used in the Old Testament as a part of worship in the 

tabernacle and in the temple.  This is in addition to the “prayers of the 

saints.”  These prayers are probably from those believers on 

_______________.  After silence in heaven, there was great ___________ 

on earth (8:5) that came before the first trumpet! 

 

 

The First Trumpet – 8:7 – Vegetation affected! 

 

The first four trumpets are a unit (as was the first four seals).  They affect 

______________ (secondarily people as well).  The last three trumpets 

affect people directly.  These trumpets are to interpreted literally.  The hail, 

fire, and blood are literal. 

 

Is there a problem between 8:7 and 9:4? 

  

 
 1 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 951.  

 

EARTH NOISE 

NATURE 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

1. LAPSE OF TIME. GRASS REGROWS. 

2. ALL GRASS IS NOT GREEN IN ALL SEASONS. 
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The Second Trumpet – 8:8-9 – The Sea – Transportation 

 

Something like a great mountain was cast into the ocean.  This is perhaps 

a large _______________ type of object, possibly chemical in nature, that 

was cast into the ocean.  This event turns one-third of the sea to become 

blood (Psalm 78:44).  One-third of the ocean life die and one-third of all 

ocean-going ships are destroyed. 

 

 

The Third Trumpet – 8:10-11 – Fresh Water – Sanitation 

 

A great star (ἀστήρ – aster), again probably a meteor type object, falls to 

earth and affects the _____________ water of the earth.  The word 

ἄψινθος (apsinthos – wormwood) is only used here in the New Testament.  

The drinking water was made _____________ and many people died from 

drinking it (compare Exod. 15:23-25). 

Compare the use of “wormwood” in the Old Testament: Deut. 29:18; Prov. 

5:4; Jer. 9:15; 23:15; Amos 5:7; Lam. 3:15, 19 (in the last three books, 

“wormwood” is a symbol for judgment). 

 

The Fourth Trumpet – 8:12-13 – Illumination – Exod. 10:21-23 

 

A third of the ______________ from the sun, moon, and stars will be 

affected.  The cause of this is not stated.  It is possible that the 

___________________ of all three is reduced of blocked in some way.  

How will this affect the earth? 

 

 

The eagle (or angel in some manuscripts) announces the ______________ 

trumpet judgments.  This is spoken of as the “first woe” that will come! 

METEORITE 

DRINKING

 
BITTER 

LIGHT 

BRIGHTNESS 

VEGETATION GROWTH; ANIMAL BEHAVIOR; HUMAN EMOTIONAL 

STATE (AS IN ALASKA WITH EXTENDED DARKNESS TIMES). 

REMAINING 
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The Fifth Trumpet – 9:1-12 – The First Woe! 

 

The Greek word οὐαί (pronounced “ooh-eye”) is “a state of intense 

hardship or distress.”  It is also used in Luke 6:24; 1 Cor. 9:16. The word 

can also be used for “disaster” or “horror.”  The word implies how bad 

things will be for those on the earth! The first four trumpets were inflicted 

through the medium of nature.  The last three judgments are inflicted upon 

people directly. 

 

Here the word “star” is used to refer to a good _____________.  This angel 

has the key to the abyss (bottomless pit).  This same word is used in Rev. 

20:3 for the place where ____________ will be bound for the Millennium.  

(Compare Luke 8:31; Rom. 10:7; Rev. 9:11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1,3.) 

 

The Demons Unleashed – Notice that the description of these “locusts.”  

The words “like” and “as” indicate that this is a simile (a figure of speech 

involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 

used to make a description more emphatic or vivid).  Compare 9:11 with 

Prov. 30:27. 

 

These demons were limited by ___________ in what they could do to 

humanity.  They could not affect the saved! They were limited in 

____________ and severity. They were not permitted to harm any 

vegetation or ____________ anyone.  The severity of the torment was 

such that men wanted to die, but could not! 

 

Apart from Satan, this the only time in Scripture that fallen angels are seen 

_________________.   “The demons had a ruler over them whose Hebrew 

name is Abaddon and whose Greek name is Apollyon. Both words mean 

“destroyer.” Though Satan is sometimes portrayed as an angel of light (2 

Cor. 11:14), here Satan and his demons are seen for what they really are, 

destroyers of people. This judgment confirms what was already intimated in 

ANGEL 

SATAN 

GOD 

TIME 

KILL 

PHYSICALLY 
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preceding judgments, that the Great Tribulation, as Christ described it, will 

be a time of “great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until 

now—and never to be equaled again” (Matt. 24:21).”2 

 

 

The Sixth Trumpet – 9:13-21 – The Second Woe!  One of the most 

devastating of all judgments! 

 

The four angels at the Euphrates – are these fallen angels or good angels?  

Ryrie and Walvoord held that these angels were __________________.  

Dr. Bowman and Pastor Ward see these as _____________________.  

Why? In Revelation, when there is no qualifying words or descriptions to 

the contrary, then the angel mentioned is most likely a good angel. 

 

These four angels unleash the 200,000,000-man army in 9:16.  Charles 

Ryrie saw this army as ___________________.  Most see them as a 

_______________ army that may be demonically influenced or possibly 

demonically _________________.  Notice the “like” or “as” used in their 

descriptions. 

 

According to 9:15, another one-third of all mankind is killed in this one 

judgment.  Even in light of this terrible judgment, the majority of humanity 

will not ________________ (9:20-21). 

 

 

 

 
 2 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 953. 

 

DEMONS 

GOOD ANGELS 

DEMONIC 

HUMAN 

POSSESSED 

REPENT 


