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A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 16 

 

Chapter 16 is the ____________ judgment chapter!  This is the last series 

of judgments for the Tribulation.  We saw last week in Revelation 15:1 that 

these seven plagues are the last ones that finish the wrath of God for this 

timeframe. 

 

You can also call this chapter the _______________ chapter of the book of 

Revelation.  In this original Greek that the book was written, the adjective 

μέγας (megas) is used 11 times (16:1, 9, 12, 14, 17, 18 (twice), 19 (twice), 

21 (twice).  In the KJV, it is translated as “great” every time.  In other 

versions, it is translated as “loud, great, fierce, and mighty.” 

 

These last seven plagues of the Tribulation are the worst to be seen on this 

earth since creation and the worst that will ever be seen!  Remember what 

Jesus said in Matthew 24:21-22: 

 

“For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since 

the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. Unless those days had 

been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect 

those days will be cut short.” 

 

These last seven plagues will occur right at the end of the Tribulation, just 

before Jesus Christ returns to the earth.  That is what we refer to as the 

Second Coming.  These will happen in rapid succession to one another.  

This is part of the severity of these judgments. 

 

Let me encourage you, at some point in your studies, take a look at the 

plagues that God unleashed on Egypt back in Exodus 7-11.  There the last 

plague, the death of the firstborn, did not happen until Exodus 12:29-30.  
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Then, take some time and compare those plagues with these in the 

Tribulation. 

 

There are a lot of similarities!  Remember this point!  Similarity does not 

mean _________________ (Yes, that is a word!).  There is a lot of 

similarity between the __________________ judgments and the bowl 

judgments.  That does not make them the same, however! 

 

Revelation 16:1 – God’s command to pour out the judgments! 

Here we read that a great or loud voice cries out from the temple in heaven 

giving the seven angels we read about in chapter 15 the command to 

execute judgment!  Knowing that this was coming is the reason the martyrs 

rejoiced and praised God in the last chapter.  God’s faithfulness will be 

seen through these judgments. 

 

Revelation 16:2 – The First Bowl – Painful Sores! 

Please notice the recipients of this judgment!  Only those who are 

____________ worshippers are affected with these sores on the body!  

(Revelation 13; 14:9-13.)  This is part of the judgment that was proclaimed 

to be coming on those who accepted the antichrist’s program and rejected 

the Lord! 

 

Compare this first bowl judgement to the 6th Egyptian plague in Exodus 9:8-

12. 

 

Revelation 16:3 – The Second Bowl – The Oceans Smitten! 

In this second plague, the ocean body of the earth will be changed into 

blood!  The Greek states that the ocean water “became blood as of a dead 

man.”  This brought about the destruction of all marine life.  Can you 

imagine the awful stench and would result from this one judgment! 
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Science would tell us that some 71% of the earth’s surface is covered in 

water.  A remarkable 97% of the earth’s water is in the oceans!  It is 

estimated that some _____________ of all life on earth is in the oceans! 

 

Compare this plague with the first Egyptian plague in Exodus 7:20-25 and 

the second trumpet judgment in Revelation 8:8-9. 

 

Revelation 16:4-7 – The Third Bowl – Fresh Water Smitten! 

The third bowl judgment affects the fresh water of the world!  It is 

interesting to read the ________________ for this judgment in 16:5-6.  This 

judgment is a direct retribution for the killing of ________________ in the 

Tribulation.  This goes back to the fifth seal judgment in 6:9-11 and 7:9-17. 

 

Compare this plague with the first Egyptian plague in Exodus 7:20-25 and 

the third trumpet judgment in Revelation 8:10-11. 

 

Revelation 16:8-9 – The Fourth Bowl – Scorching Heat! 

There is no similar Egyptian plague or trumpet judgment that compares to 

the fourth bowl.  This one is unique!  However, there is a _____________ 

to the fourth trumpet judgment in 8:12-13.  In that judgment the intensity of 

the sun was diminished by a third.  In this fourth bowl judgment the 

intensity of the sun is greatly increased! 

 

In the Greek language of these verses, the article (the) is with the direct 

object (men) in both. This is a specific reference to the beast worshippers.  

A solid argument can be made that these judgments are specifically for the 

unsaved ___________.  (See 16:2, 6, 9, 10, 11, 21.) 

 

We should also note that those affected by this plague _______________ 

that God was in control over these plagues, but they did not change! 
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Revelation 16:10-11 – The Fifth Bowl – Utter Darkness! 

This judgment is stated to be upon the ______________ of the beast, 

representative of his kingdom, and his subjects.  The continuation of pain 

from the sores of the first bowl judgment is part of this plague.  These beast 

worshippers continue to blaspheme God. 

 

Compare this plague with the ninth Egyptian plague in Exodus 10:21-23.  In 

Exodus 10:21, God said that the darkness would be such that it could even 

be felt by those experiencing it.  In the Tribulation, this darkness will 

certainly be oppressive! 

 

 

Revelation 16:12-16 – The Sixth Bowl – The Euphrates River Dried Up! 

This is one of the most speculated passages in Revelation.  The judgment 

brings about the drying up of the Euphrates River.  This river was the 

eastern boundary of the Roman Empire as well as the prophesied 

boundary of the Promised Land (Gen. 15:18; Deut. 1:7; Josh. 1:4).  There 

is no question concerning the river itself. 

 

With the riverbed dry, the way is opened up for the kings of the east.  There 

is the question.  Who are these “kings from the east” supposed to be?  

What is their purpose?  For the most part commentators over time have 

tried to relate these “kings” as countries that are relevant politically at the 

time in which they wrote.  Some examples might be China or the U.S.S.R. 

 

Interpreters need to be cautious in assigning national labels to passages 

that are not specific in the biblical text.  While the Bible does at times give 

specifics, more often than not, the Bible is not clear.  What we can see 

readily is that there are national entities that will come from the areas east 

of Jerusalem. 

 

THRONE 
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The presumption here is that they will be _____________ of these nations.  

This makes good sense in light of 16:14. This may relate back to Rev. 9:13-

21, the sixth trumpet judgment and the 200,000,000-man army mentioned 

there. 

 

There is undoubtably a gathering of military forces that are brought about 

by __________________ influence.  This is seen in 16:13-14.  The unholy 

trinity of the antichrist, the false prophet, and Satan seems to be actively 

involved in the world governments of that time.  These armies are actively 

involved in a military campaign against Israel and Jerusalem (Zech. 14:1-

3). 

 

These military armies will be gathered in the region of Megiddo not far from 

Jerusalem.  The word “Armagedon” or more accurately, “Harmegedon,” is a 

transliteration of the Hebrew, “Mount of Megiddo.”  The What is often 

referred to as the “battle of Armagedon” is better thought of as a war or 

___________________.  This is not a reference to a single battle, but a 

prolonged military engagement.   

 

This is the area around Megiddo and the valley of Esdraelon.  The Old 

Testament called it Jezreel.  This is the same place in the Old Testament 

where many battles took place (Judges 4 and 7).  This is also where King 

Saul lost his life (1 Sam. 31) and Josiah (2 Kings 23).  This will be the 

region where the armies of the world will confront the Messiah at His return 

to the earth (Rev. 19). 

 

Revelation 16:17-21 – The Seventh Bowl – Widespread Destruction!   

This last plague is one of incredible catastrophic change!  The proclamation 

of God in 16:17 is one of completion.  The phrase, “It is done,” is one Greek 

word, γέγονεν (gegonen), which is a form of the verb “to be” in the perfect 

tense.  That means that the act is completely accomplished.   

This judgment is the final act of God before the Second Coming! 
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