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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation 

Winter 2019 presented by Pastor Ward Harris – Ph.D. (ABD) 
 

Disclaimer: This class will follow to a large extent the classroom notes of 

Dr. Hoyle Bowman on Revelation.  Various handouts will be used 

throughout.  There will be material interspersed throughout from Dr. 

Charles Ryrie, Dr. John F. Walvoord, Dr. Dwight Pentecost, and others.  

However, I will be placing my own teaching perspective on the class. 

 

Reminder: Riverview Baptist Church is a dispensational church.  In other 

words, the doctrine of RBC is viewed and taught from the perspective of 

Dispensational Theology. The doctrine of Riverview Baptist Church comes 

from a literal, contextual, grammatical (includes original languages), 

historical approach to interpreting the Scriptures.  A dispensational view 

point comes as the natural outcome of a consistently literal, historical, 

contextual, and grammatical interpretation of Scripture. 

 

Definition of a Dispensation: 

The word “dispensation” comes from the Latin word dispensatio which 

means “to weigh out or dispense.”  The Greek word oikonomia the basis of 

the thought.  The verb form means “to manage, regulate, administer, or 

plan.”  It is made up of two words in Greek, oikos, which means “house,” 

and nomos, which means “law.”  It literally means Rule of the House. 

Renald Showers defines dispensation as: 

“A particular way of God’s administering His rule over the world as He 

progressively works out His purpose for world history.” 

Charles Ryrie provides a concise definition of a dispensation: 

“A dispensation is a distinguishable economy in the outworking of God’s 

purpose.” - This is the one we will use most often. 
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What are the most important things to remember about 

interpretation?  

 1. The Bible is _________________ Word.  

 2. The Bible is ________________________. 

 3. The Bible is ________________________. 

 

In order for mankind to have a valid understanding and exposition of the 

Biblical Philosophy of History, which includes all that is from eternity past to 

eternity future, certain things have to be included: 

 

1. It must contain an ultimate PURPOSE or goal for history toward 

the fulfillment of which all history moves. 

2. It must recognize DISTINCTIONS or things that differ in history. 

3. It must have a proper concept of PROGRESSIVE revelation. 

4. It must have a unifying principle which ties the distinctions and 

progressive stages of revelation together that directs them toward the 

fulfillment of the purpose of HISTORY. 

5. It must give a valid explanation of why things have happened the 

way they have, why things are the way they are, and where things 

are going in the FUTURE. 

6. It must offer sufficient answers to man’s three basic questions: WHERE 

have we come from? WHY are we here? WHERE are we going?  
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Parallels Between Daniel and Revelation: 

 

1. The Messianic Kingdom – Dan. 2:44; 7:14, 27 – Rev. 11:15; 12:10; 19:6; 

20:4-6 

2. Worship of Idolatry – Dan. 5:4, 23; 7:7; 11:36-39 – Rev. 9:20; 13:4, 15 

3. The beast with horns – Dan. 7:7, 8, 21, 24 – Rev. 13:1, 2, 5, 7; 17:3, 12, 

16 

4. The thrones – Dan. 7:9 – Rev. 20:4 

5. The Ancient of Days – Dan. 7:9, 13 – Rev. 1:8, 14 

6. Ministering myriads – Dan. 7:10 – Rev. 5:11 

7. The Second Coming – Dan. 7:13 – Rev. 1:7; 14:14; 19:11-16 

8. Judgement given to saints – Dan. 7:22 – Rev. 20:4 

9. “A time and times,” etc. – Dan. 7:25; 12:7 – Rev. 12:14 

10. Falling stars – Dan. 8:10 – Rev. 12:4 

11. The vision to be sealed – Dan. 8:26; 12:4 – Rev. 10:4; 22:10 

12. The Man (Dan, 7:9) – Dan. 7:13; 10:5, 6 – Rev. 1:13; 2:18; 19:12 

13. Michael the Prince – Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1 – Rev. 12:7 

14. The Great Tribulation – Dan. 9:24-27 – Rev. 7:14 

15. The Book of Life – Dan. 12:1 – Rev. 17:8; 20:15; 21:27 

16. The angelic oath – Dan. 12:7 – Rev. 10:5, 6 

 



4 
 

Introduction to the book of Revelation: 

Authorship: The Christian tradition from the earliest days of the Church 

accepted that John the Apostle wrote the book.  The author calls himself 

“John” (Rev. 1:1, 4, 9; 21:2; 22:8, 9). 

 

Date of writing: the conservative view puts the writing of Revelation in the 

mid 90’s during the reign of Domitian (81-96 A.D.).  Domitian was the 

emperor who banished John to Patmos.  Tradition states that John worked 

in the copper mines found on this tiny island.  Tradition also states that 

John was freed from the island after Domitian’s death. 

 

Place of writing: The Island of Patmos.  The island is about 13 square 

miles. 

 

The key verse of the book is Revelation ___________.  In this verse, Jesus 

instructs John to write about ______________ timeframes. 

 

1. “…the things which you have seen…” – Chapter 1 

 This section will include the introduction to the book, John’s vision of 

the glorified Lord who appeared to him on the Island of Patmos. 

 

 

2. “…the things which are…” – Chapters 2-3 

 This section contains the seven letters to the seven churches of Asia 

Minor.  These were seven historical churches in the day of John.  The 

number seven may be representative of all the entire church and the 

church age.  The ______________ of each particular church is to be 

applied today, just like the principles that are found in Paul’s epistles. 

 

 

1:19 

THREE 

TRUTH 
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3. “…the things which will take place after these things.” – Chapters 4-22 

 This section includes all the events that will take place 

eschatologically from the _________________ of the Church to eternity 

________________.  These include: the Tribulation period on earth and 

the simultaneous events in heaven, the Second Coming of Christ, the 

Millennium, the last revolt of Satan, the GWT, and the Eternal state. 

 

Why Study Revelation? 

1. It is a section of the Word of God.  Christians should be familiar with 

every section of the Bible. 

 

2. A specific blessing is promised to those who read and hear the prophecy 

of Revelation (1:3).  There are __________ beatitudes in the Book of 

Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14). 

 

3. Christians need to learn about ______________.  Throughout 

Revelation there is much about this person. 

 

4. In order that we might not be led astray by false cults. 

 

5. Revelation gives us a sense of urgency for our mission. Souls by the 

millions are perishing without Christ. One’s zeal for soul winning should be 

increased by studying this book. 

 

6. The book is a great source of encouragement for the Christian.  It is true 

that terrible times lie ahead for unbelievers, but the children of God can 

trace in the Apocalypse God’s hand in such chapters as 20, 21, and 22. 

 

7. Revelation is the _________________ of the Bible’s purpose. 

RAPTURE

 FUTURE 

SEVEN 

SATAN 

CONCLUSION 
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The order of writing on the New Testament books is significant.  Here is a 

general order of writing taken from the Ryrie Study Bible: 

 

James    A.D. 45-49 

Galatians    49 (or 55) 

1 & 2 Thessalonians  51 

Mark     50’s or 60’s 

Matthew    50’s or 60’s 

1 Corinthians   55 

2 Corinthians   56 

Romans    57-58 

Luke     60 

Acts     61 

Colossians, Ephesians  61 

Philippians, Philemon  63 

1 Peter    63-64 

1 Timothy    63-66 

Titus     63-66 

Hebrews    64-68  

2 Peter    66 

2 Timothy    67 

Jude     70-80 

John      85-90 

1, 2, 3, John   90 

Revelation    90’s 

 


