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Riverview Baptist Church Wednesday Night Class: 
A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 1 
 
Revelation 1:1-20 
 
I. “The Things Which You Have Seen” – Chapter 1 
 
 A. Introduction – 1:1-8 – The Prologue 
 
 The Title is – Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ - The Apocalypse of Jesus 
 Christ.  The preferable way to understand this phrase is that Jesus is 
 the ____________________.  The word “apocalypse” means “from 
 the unveiling.” Notice the order of the “unveiling.” 
 
 
 God the Father  God the Son   Angel  John 
 
 
 Notice the timing of the fulfillment: “shortly” or “soon” – what does this 
 mean?  There are various views on the timing.  The one that best fits 
 a literal interpretation is that the things that are recorded in this book 
 will come to pass quickly __________________ the events begin. 
 
 
 There are three “blessings” that are pronounced in 1:3. These are 
 three present participle expressions in Greek.  Here they are used as 
 nouns: “the one who reads” and “those who hear” and “those who 
 heed” the words of the prophecy.  The result is _________________. 
 
 
 Salutatory greeting – 1:4-8. 
 

The author is ________________.  The letter is addressed to 
_______________ historical churches.  The truth of the address is 
applicable to churches today as well.  Notice the order of the Trinity in 
1:4-5. 
 
Father Spirit Son  
 
“The seven Spirits who are before His throne…” –  

REVEALER 

AFTER 

HAPPINESS 

JOHN 

SEVEN 
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The number seven, occurring 54 times in the book, appears more 
frequently than any other number. In the Bible it is associated with 
completion, fulfillment, and perfection (cf. Gen. 2:2; Ex. 20:10; Lev. 
14:7; Acts 6:3). In Revelation there are seven churches and seven 
spirits (1:4), seven lampstands, (1:12), seven stars (1:16), seven 
seals on the scroll (5:1), seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb 
(5:6), seven angels and seven trumpets (8:2), seven thunders (10:3), 
seven heads of the dragon (12:3), seven heads of the beast (13:1), 
seven golden bowls (15:7), and seven kings (17:10). the seven 
Spirits. Many understand this to refer to the Holy Spirit in His perfect 
fullness (see 4:5; Isa. 11:2), though some take this as a reference to 
seven angels who are before God’s throne.1 
 
 

 Why is Christ mentioned last here? 
 
 
 Rev. 1:7 – This is the Second Coming ____________.  There is a 
 Second Coming paragraph in Rev. 19:11-16. 
 
 
 Rev. 1:8 – The Alpha and Omega – Α and Ω – What does this 
 indicate? 
 
 
B. The Vision of the Glorified Christ – 1:9-20 – John’s first vision 
 
 1. John’s situation at the time of the writing – 1:9-10 
  
 Why was John on Patmos?  
 
 
 What day is he referring to in 1:10?  Compare 1 Cor. 11:20. 
 
 
 
 

 
 1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 

Expanded ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), 2013. 
 

VERSE 

JESUS IS “EVERYTHING FROM A TO Z.”  

HE PREACHED THE GOSPEL. 

THE “LORD’S DAY” – THE DAY THAT BELONGS TO THE LORD. 
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 2. John’s Commission – 1:10-11 – John was told to _________ and 
 ___________ the book to the seven historical churches.  What did 
 John see?  That which is saw was the vision of the glorified Christ in 
 1:12-16.  
 
 
 3. John’s Vision of the Glorified Christ – 1:13-16. 
 
 The titles for Jesus Christ used in the seven churches (ch. 2-3) are 
 taken from the descriptions used in 1:12-16 (except for the church at 
 Laodicea). 
 
 Christ’s Humanity Descriptions – 1:12-13 
  
 “Son of Man” – Compare Dan. 7:13; Mark 13:26 
 
 “Clothed down to His feet” 
 
 “Girded at the chest with a golden sash” 
 
 These are indications of Jesus being a ____________________.  
 Compare Exod. 28:4; 29:5; 39:29. 
 
 
 Christ’s Deity Descriptions – 1:14-16 – This is not a physical 
 description, but rather a moral description.  Notice the words “like” or 
 “as” used in the text. 
 
 Head & Hair  ___________________________________ 

 Eyes   ___________________________________ 

 Feet   ___________________________________ 

 Voice   ___________________________________ 

 Hands  ___________________________________ 

 Mouth  ___________________________________ 

 Face   ___________________________________ 

  

WRITE 
SEND 

HIGH PRIEST 

PERSONAL PURITY, LONGEVITY 

JUDGMENT, SEES THROUGH 

EVERYTHING. 
LIVED THROUGH TRIALS OF LIFE 

POWER 

PROTECTION 

PUNISHMENT EXECUTED 

PERSONAL GLORY 
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 4. The effect on John – 1:17-18.  Compare Dan. 10:7-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 5. The Commission to Write ______________ - 1:19-20 
 
 Rev. 1:19 is the “divine outline” verse – Three distinct times. 
 
  
 
 Jesus _________________ what John is seeing in his first vision. 
 
 

THERE WAS A PHYSICAL AFFECT ON THE BODY. 

MORE 

EXPLAINS 


