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A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 14 

 

Chapter 14 is the last chapter in the informational pause that John includes 

in his writing.  Remember: John is being obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ 

in His direction to him that we read in Revelation 1:11, “Write in a book 

what you see, and send it to the seven churches…”  John is sharing with 

the church what he saw in his vision. 

Now, chapters 12-14 are an information pause between what John wrote 

concerning the seventh trumpet (Rev. 11:15) and the bowl judgments 

which we will pick up in chapter 15, which is a prelude to the bowl 

judgments and chapter 16 which is the bowl judgment chapter. 

John Walvoord, in his excellent commentary The Revelation of Jesus 

Christ, describes these three chapters in a great way.  Chapter 12 deals 

with the important characters of the Tribulation period: 

 1. The sun clothed woman represents Israel. 

 2. The dragon represents Satan. 

 3. The Man-Child represents the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 4. Michael represents the angels. 

 5. Fleeing Israel represents God’s remnant during the Tribulation. 

 

What group is missing from this list? As we have already discussed, it is 

the Church that is missing.  Why?  Well, from our interpretation of 

Scripture, being a literal view, a dispensational view we believe that the 

church is not involved in the Tribulation.  Go back and read our lesson 3 

where we go over Revelation 3:10. “I will keep you (the church) from (which 

is the Greek preposition ek) or completely out of the hour of testing…” Now 

that is the entire 70th week as was prophesied in Daniel.  We will be 

raptured out of this world before the Tribulation even begins (1 Corinthians 

15:51-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 3:10). 
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Chapter 13 deals with the wicked rulers of the Tribulation. 

 1. The beast out of the sea represents the Antichrist. 

 2. The beast out of the earth represents the False Prophet.  

 3. Of course, who is the third wicked ruler? Satan himself. 

Now we come to chapter 14.  Walvoord describes this chapter as “a series 

of pronouncements and visions” that assures the reader of the book, that 

Jesus Christ will ultimately triumph and that He will bring judgment on the 

wicked of the Tribulation period. 

 

Let us stop here for just a moment and think about how awful it will be in 

the Tribulation period.  During this seven-year time span, the people of this 

earth will suffer through some terrible judgments from God.  The second 

half of the Tribulation, which is specifically referred to as the “Great 

Tribulation.”  In Matthew 24:21, Jesus said that this time will be like no 

other since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will be.  Just take 

a moment and think about how scary this time will be.  So, John is giving a 

reminder that as bad as things will be during that time, the Savior will win in 

the end!  Jesus will triumph over evil!  This should be a great 

encouragement to us today, just as it was to the first readers of Revelation. 

 

Revelation 14:1-5 – The Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion 

 

Now, we know that the Lamb is the Savior, Jesus Christ.  There is no 

question there.  Mount Zion is a question.  Is this a reference to Mount Zion 

as in our heavenly home or is this a reference to the earthly Jerusalem?  

This can be answered, I believe, by determining who the 144,000 are in 

this passage are?  Are they the same group of 144,000 that we studied 

back in Revelation 7 or are they a different group? 

There are some who see this group as the chapter 7 group, but this is after 

they are in heaven.  I can understand how some would perceive that based 

on verses 2-3, where “they sang a new song before the throne..”  Let’s 

think about that for a moment.  When we worship the Lord here on earth, 
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where is He?  In one sense, God is omnipresent, so He is here with us.  

But in another sense, He is seated in His throne in Heaven!  So, when we 

sing to the Lord now, we are in a sense singing to the Lord who is on His 

throne now! 

Now, if we consider the context of this chapter, then I think it is preferable 

to see this group as the same 144,000 Jewish believers who were 

introduced in chapter 7, but still on earth at the end of the Tribulation.  If 

this chapter is describing the triumph of Jesus Christ at the end of the 

seven years, then this makes sense in light of fact they were “sealed” by 

God in chapter 7.  These are saved Jews who are protected through the 

seven years.  These will be present when Christ returns to the earth at His 

second coming. 

There is a question about the description of these 144,000 in verses 4-5.  Is 

this a spiritual description or a physical description?  What is in question is 

the Greek word παρθένοι (parthenoi - masculine word meaning “virgin” or 

“chaste”). John Walvoord holds to a figurative description.  That means that 

the word for virgin or chaste is a spiritual description.  This is similar to Old 

Testament descriptions of Israel being a “virgin daughter of Zion” (Isaiah 

37:22) or as the “virgin of Israel (Jer. 18:13; 31:4; Amos 5:2).  In the New 

Testament, Paul uses the same Greek word to refer to the Church as a 

“pure virgin.”  So, that is a possibility. 

The context seems to refer to a more literal view of the word.  These men 

“kept themselves chaste.”  It seems preferable to see this as an unmarried 

state for these 144,000.  Verse 5 is more of a description of their spiritual 

lives.  There was no “lie” or “guile” found in their mouths.  They were seen 

as blameless. This does not mean they were without sin.  However, they 

were seen as having no falsehood in them.  The word used here is 

probably a reference to the fact they were not involved in false religion.  

Compare this to Rom. 1:25; Rev. 21:27; 22:15 for the word “lie.” 

To be without blame is to be “without faults or blemishes,” which is in 

contrast to the apostates of the time.  This is similar to what Peter 

describes as apostates in 2 Peter 2:13. These 144,000 are different than 

those around them in the world. Today, Christians are encouraged to be 

“without blame” (Eph. 1:4); “without blemish” (Eph. 5:27; 1 Pet. 1:19); 

“unblameable” (Col. 1:22); and “faultless” (Jude 24). 
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Revelation 14:6-8 – The Eternal “Gospel” 

 

We have to remember what the word “gospel” means.  The word itself is 

defined as “good news.”  Most often when we think of that word, we think of 

the salvation message of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection as in 1 

Cor. 15:3-4.  However, we cannot say that “gospel” is always the salvation 

message.  Context tells you what it is.  Here, the context is not salvation, 

but rather the announcement of judgment!  Notice the content of the gospel 

message here in 14:7.  

We will not take time here to explain Babylon the Great.  There will be more 

discussion on that in chapters 17-18.  However, I would like to point out 

that the fall of this false religion is assured through the pronouncement of 

judgment. 

 

Revelation 14:9-11 – Judgment of the Beast Worshippers 

 

The fact that those who accepted the program of the antichrist will be 

judged is part of the good news that is being proclaimed.  This judgment is 

described as the wrath of God in verse 10.  It is everlasting in verse 11.  

We studied in chapter 13 that those who do not accept the mark of the 

beast would not be able to buy or sell in the second half of the tribulation.  

Can you imagine how difficult life will be for those who reject the antichrist 

and his program of those days?  Those who accept the antichrist and his 

program will enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short season. 

As John is writing this encouragement to his readers, the sense of 

retribution for those who will suffer during that time is clear.  Sin always 

brings judgment!  Obedience always brings blessing.  Here, John is 

reminding us all that God’s sure judgment will sustain those who are going 

through persecution. 
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Revelation 14:12-13 – The Blessing of the Saints of the Tribulation 

Notice the blessing that is announced in 14:12-13. For those who are 

faithful to the Lord will find rest and the blessing of their faithfulness will be 

rewarded.  This is the promise that John is recording here.  This is in 

contrast to the everlasting punishment that is reserved for those who 

worship the antichrist in the second half of Daniel’s 70th week. 

 

Revelation 14:14-20 – The Judgment of the Son of Man 

 

Here we have the Son of Man described as reaping the earth in judgment.  

In verses 14-16, we see Jesus being the one who reaps those on earth.  

The idea is that this is judgment is for the unsaved of the earth.  In verses 

17-20, we see the addition of an angel to help in the judgment.  We should 

note, that both Jesus and the angel have sharp sickles!  A sharp-edged 

sickle is an indication of both severity and efficiency. Something that is dull 

will bot cause the damage that a dull instrument would do! 

John uses the symbolism of harvesting grain and that of crushing grapes in 

a winepress.  The imagery is also seen in Joel 3:2-17 and Isaiah 63:1-6.  

Both of these passages describe a completeness to God’s judgment.  

When grain is harvested, the plant is completely cut down.  When grapes 

are processed in a wine-press, the grapes are completely crushed!  What is 

John conveying to the reader of this passage?  God’s judgment will be 

complete.  None of the wicked of the Tribulation time will escape the 

judgment that they deserve! 

 

Revelation 14:20 is a reference to the Battle of Armageddon which we will 

cover in more detail in chapters 16 and 19.  For now we will simply say that 

this judgment is outside of the city of Jerusalem.  It will be unlike anything 

that this world as ever seen! 

 

As we close on this lesson, I am reminded of what John wrote in Revelation 

6:9-11, the fifth seal judgment: 
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“When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 

those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the 

testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, 

saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 

avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” And there was given 

to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a 

little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 

brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed 

also.” 

 

John records in Chapter 14 the amazing truth that the martyrs of the 

Tribulation will wait for, that is the judgment that Jesus will bring upon the 

wicked who prophetically speaking will take their lives in the future.  When 

will this take place?  At the time when Jesus Himself will return to earth.  

Zechariah 14:4 states that he will set foot on the Mount of Olives.  Just like 

the angels said at His ascension. In Acts 1:9-11 we read,  

“And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were 

looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were 

gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white 

clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go 

into heaven.” 

When Jesus Christ returns to the earth, He will bring judgment upon the 

earth.  That is what we read here in Revelation 14. 

Next week we will be looking at chapter 15.  I hope you can join us next 

Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.  Pray with us that the Lord will end this virus 

situation quickly for His glory! 

 

 


