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A Study in the Book of Revelation – Lesson 15 

 

Chapter 15 is the shortest chapter in the book of Revelation with only eight 

verses.  We might call this chapter a ____________ to the bowl judgments 

which are in chapter 16.  That is the bowl judgments chapter! 

 

Let us take just a moment and review how we got to this point 

chronologically.  The book of Revelation is the culmination of God’s 

program for humanity.  It was the last book of the Bible written.  It takes us 

from the ________________ through eternity future. 

 

The majority of the book of Revelation deals with the Tribulation, the seven-

year period that was prophesied in Daniel 9:24-27.  This time is often 

referred to as Daniel’s 70th week.  Chapters 6 through 18 cover the “week” 

of seven years, which we call the Tribulation.   

 

The Lord brings judgment upon the earth and those who dwell on the earth 

through a series of three judgment cycles: the seals (chapter 6:1-17; 8:1), 

the trumpets (8:1-9:21; 11:15-19), and the bowl judgments (16:1-21). 

 

These judgments occur in either a stair step fashion, one building on 

another, or in a telescoping fashion, one issuing out of the previous 

judgment.  We went over this back in lesson 8 & 9. 

 Stair Case View     Telescopic View   
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I “lean” towards the telescopic view. Go back and review lesson 8 & 9 to 

see that I am right on this.  Why?  The seventh seal opens up the trumpet 

judgments.  The seventh trumpet opens up the bowl judgments.  So, there 

is a progression through the judgments.  That is why I “lean” that direction. 

 

Chapter 15 is the ____________ heavenly preparatory scene.  Each of the 

judgment series has a heavenly preparatory scene.  Chapters 4 and 5 are 

preparatory for the seal judgments.  Chapter 8:1-6 is preparatory for the 

trumpet judgments.  So, here we have chapter 15 which is preparatory for 

the worst time that this world will ever experience. 

 

This chapter can be divided into two sections, verses 1-4 and verses 5-8.  

The first four verses indicate ______________.  Remember that chapter 14 

was the chapter that encouraged the readers of the book that Jesus Christ, 

the Messiah of the Old Testament will triumph over evil.  Just knowing that 

should bring rejoicing to the heart of a believer.  This is especially true in 

the Tribulation time! 

 

Revelation 15:1 - Here John sees seven angels who had seven plagues of 

______________.  Notice that these are the __________ judgments.  With 

the outpouring of these judgments, God’s wrath is completed for the 

Tribulation time.  Remember: angels are very active during these seven 

years! 

 

Revelation 15:2 – John sees what is probably the same view that he 

experienced in Revelation 4, where he saw something like a “sea of glass.”  

This is not an actual water type sea, because John sees people standing 

on the sea.  Who are these people? 

 

The description is that of ________ people.  They are victorious of the 

beast and his image.  These would be those believers who are 

____________ during the last half of the Tribulation.  We know they are 
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dead, because they are seen in heaven.  Here they are rejoicing and 

singing two songs, the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb. 

 

Revelation 15:3-4 – There is some debate about the song of Moses.  In 

the Old Testament, there are two songs of Moses (Exodus 15 and 

Deuteronomy 32:1-43).  It seems that the ____________ song is most 

fitting to this context.  The song in Deuteronomy is a comprehensive picture 

of God’s faithfulness to Israel.  God is bringing His redemption of Israel at 

the end of these judgments. 

 

We have to admit that both songs of Moses in the Old Testament bring 

praise to the Lord for His faithfulness to Israel.  This song in verses 3-4 

brings praise to the Lamb, Jesus Christ, in anticipation of His 

_________________________.  This will take place after the bowl 

judgments which we will talk about next week! 

 

Revelation 15:5-6 – Here John describes seven angels coming out of the 

heavenly _________________.  These angels are clothed in robes that are 

clean and bright.  In addition, they are adorned with sashes of gold.  This is 

an indication of the righteousness and holiness.  These judgments are an 

act of God’s proper judgment on the evil that is in the world at that time. 

 

Revelation 15:7 – Here John sees one of the four living creatures giving to 

the angels golden bowls “full of the wrath of God.”  It was already stated 

that the angels had possession of the plagues (15:1, 6).  The previous 

statements may have been ________________ of what takes place in 

15:7.  It is also possible that the giving of the golden bowls is an 

___________________ to pour out the judgments. 

 

It is important to note that these judgments will bring about the “full wrath of 

God.”  This is an indication of the finality of judgment that is about to come 

upon the world.  Jesus stated in Matthew 24:21-22 that this time will be like 
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no other in the history of the world.  Once these judgments are complete, 

the Messiah will return to the earth to set up His kingdom that has been 

prophesied throughout the Old Testament and the Gospel accounts. 

 

Revelation 15:8 – The last verse of this chapter is reminiscent of Exodus 

40:34-35.  There we read that the _______________ of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle.  Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle because of the 

cloud that filled place.  Here in Revelation we are told that no one is able to 

enter into the heavenly temple ___________ the seven plagues are 

finished. 

 

Revelation 15 is a preparatory passage for the bowl judgments of chapter 

16.  These judgments will bring about the finality of God’s wrath upon a 

sinful world.  In the Jewish context, the day begins with ___________ and 

ends with the ____________.  The promised return of the Messiah will 

happen after the darkness of the Tribulation passes. 

 

Next week will see the last series of judgments for the Tribulation period.  It 

will be an awful time for this world.  For those of us who know Christ as 

Savior now, we will not experience this awful time.  Are you not glad of 

that? 

 

Please read chapters 16 and 17 before our next class.  Until we come back 

next week, keep studying the Word of God! 

 


